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Toy Hall of Fame: 
The National Toy Hall 
of Fame has announced 
12 finalists vying for the 
honor of induction this 
November.

Strong’s National Toy 
Hall of Fame is located 
in Rochester, NY. Each 
fall, officials announce 12 
finalists, and allow fans to 
vote from Sept. 11 -18.

This year’s 12 finalists 
are: Care Bears, coloring 
books, Fisher-Price corn 
popper, Jenga, Magic the 
Gathering, Masters of the 
Universe, Matchbox Cars, 
My Little Pony, Nerf 
Blaster, Risk, smartphone 
and top.

Yes — the smartphone 
has made the list.

“These 12 toys repre-
sent the wide scope of 
play—from the simple, 
traditional spinning top 
that has been played with 
since pre-history to the 
ultra-modern smartphone 
which has dramatically 
changed how people of 
all ages play and con-
nect,” says Christopher 
Bensch, vice president 
for collections. “Whether 
old or new, or imagina-
tive or physical, all 12 of 
these toy finalists share 
an undeniable ability to 
inspire people to learn, 
create, and discover 
through play.”

A visit to www.toyha-
lloffame.org will allow 
fans to vote for their 
favorites.

According to the web-
site, “The three toys that 
receive the most public 
votes will be submitted 
on one ballot and will join 
the other top-three sub-
missions from members 
of the 23-person National 
Selection Advisory 
Committee.

The public will collec-
tively act as one member 
of the committee.”

Visitors can make one 
vote per day.

Uno, the Magic 8 Ball 
and Pinball won the nom-
inations and were induct-
ed in 2018.

In 2017, the lucky 
inductees were Clue, the 
Paper Airplane and Wiffle 
Ball.

The Rubber Duck was 
an inductee in 2013 and 
Little Green Army Men 
were in the top three and 
inducted in 2014.
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The seventh annual “Reading Under 
the Lights” is set for 7:15 p.m. Friday 
at Parkway Field. Sponsored by the 
Bradford Area School District and the 
ELF Fund, the event is family friendly. 
Families can bring blankets and their 
favorite books for an hour of reading 
fun with others from the area.

“This year’s special read-aloud book 
is titled ‘Dragons Love Tacos,’” said 
event chair Heather Bell. “Our celebrity 

guest reader will be Bradford City fire-
fighter and paramedic, Lt. Cathy Mealy. 
We figured since our book is about a 
fire-breathing dragon, it makes sense to 
have a firefighter close by.”

The book is written by Adam Rubin 
and illustrated by Daniel Salmieri. 
Readers are informed that dragons like 
any kind of tacos, but adding salsa may 
not end well.

Bell also let The Era know the ‘drag-
on’ will be making a guest appearance, 

‘Reading Under the Lights’ 
draws readers, 

students and a dragon

Photo submitted

A dragon visited Bradford’s Taco Bell earlier this week. He brought his book and 
is now waiting patiently — or not so patiently? — for Friday’s Reading Under the 
Lights read-aloud of “Dragons Love Tacos.”

By FRAN DE LANCEY
delancey401@yahoo.com

SMETHPORT — The thousands 
of innocent victims who perished in 
the worst attacks on Americans in our 
history on September 11, 2001, were 
remembered Wednesday in the Patriot 
Day and National Day of Service and 
Remembrance ceremony sponsored 
by the Smethport American Legion, 
Bucktail Post #138, and held on the 
courthouse steps.

This day is set aside to pause 
and reflect on the terrorist attacks 
on New York City’s Twin Towers, 
the Pentagon, as well as the victims 
of a fourth plane that crashed in 
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

On the 18th anniver-
sary of the September 
11th terror attacks, the 
U.S. Senate spoke with 
one voice to honor the 
heroes of that horrific 
day.

A bipartisan reso-
lution offered by Sens. 
Pat Toomey, R-Pa., Bob 
Casey, D-Pa., and Mark 
R. Warner, D-Va., that 
commemorates the 
historical significance 
of the September 11th 
National Memorial Trail 
has been unanimously 
approved by the Senate.

The September 
11th NMT is a 1,300 
mile network of roads 
and paths that con-
nect the Pentagon 
Memorial in Arlington, 
Va., the Flight 93 
National Memorial in 
Shanksville, Pa., the 

Sept. 11 National 
Memorial Trail approved by Senate
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Students and faculty at the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford hold a remembrance vigil 
for the victims of 9/11, as they have each year since the terrorist attack. Following the pre-
sentation of colors by St. Bonaventure ROTC, the participants lit candles and spoke of the 
effect the event had on them and their loved ones.

Era photo by Nate Bottorf

The Firemen’s Memorial in Oak Hill Cemetery was illuminated for 3 hours and 43 minutes Wednesday night 
in remembrance of those first responders who perished on 9/11. 

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

What better day than the anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks to remind students of the importance 
of law enforcement.

On Wednesday, the University of Pittsburgh at 
Bradford held its annual Law Enforcement and 
Familiarization (LEAF) Day in the Mukaiyama 
University Room of the Frame-Westerberg Commons.

The university hosted numerous agencies, which 
had tables set up so officials could learn about the ser-
vices the agencies provide and meet agents in person. 
Visitors were on hand from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., so stu-
dents could stop whenever their class load allowed.

This was the 35th LEAF Day.
“It’s important to make sure today’s youth under-

stand what law enforcement is and what a career in 
law enforcement is about,” said Sgt. Jeff Dougherty of 
the City of Warren Police Department.

Visiting local colleges to meet with students direct-
ly is a good way to do that, he added.

Also on hand to meet students were two represen-
tatives of YWCA Bradford’s Victims’ Resource Center: 
Alexis Barrett, outreach coordinator and sexual assault 
advocate, and Donna Butler, legal advocate.

“I definitely like to make sure everyone knows 
we’re there and have a good presence in the commu-
nity,” said Barrett, who noted the center provides ser-
vices including help for victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault, counseling, a women’s shelter and 
legal advocacy.

They attended LEAF Day because they often work 
with law enforcement. They brought information 
on human trafficking, as well as packets about the 
Victims’ Resource Center and items with its 24-hour 
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