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Children’s activities: 
With social distancing 
becoming the norm 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, it can be a 
challenge to continuous-
ly find new, interesting 
activities for your chil-
dren. Here is a list of 
activities to keep them 
entertained for days to 
come.

-Make a vision board: 
Have the children search 
for pictures that repre-
sent what they want this 
year to be on Pinterest 
or Google and then glue 
them to poster board or 
computer paper. Hang it 
up on the fridge or some-
where where everyone 
will see it regularly.

-Have an Easter egg 
hunt: For an educational 
version, put letters of 
the alphabet in each egg 
instead of candy. Hide all 
the eggs around the house 
and see if your child can 
find the entire alphabet.

-Make a sensory toy: 
Fill a ziploc bag with hair 
gel, and add glitter, pom-
poms and other small 
items that won’t pierce 
the bag for a fun sensory 
toy.

-Make pasta jewelry: 
Have your child paint 
some elbow macaroni, 
let it dry, and then string 
it up for a fun jewelry 
activity.

Online activities:
-Watch a live-

stream of animals at 
the Cincinnati zoo at 
3 p.m. every day on their 
Facebook page.

-Take a virtual tour of 
Mars at https://access-
mars.withgoogle.com.

-Visit Paris, France 
with a virtual tour of the 
Louvre at https://www.
louvre.fr/en/visites-en-
ligne.

-Make a virtual visit 
to the Boston Children’s 
Museum at https://www.
bostonchildrensmuseum.
org/museum-virtual-tour.

-Visit a virtual pig farm 
at https://www.farm-
food360.ca/en/pigfarms/
pig-farm-360/.

-Children can listen 
to an astronaut reading 
a story from space at 
https://storytimefrom-
space.com/books-2/
books-approved-for-
launch/.

-Learn about insects 
and download a free 
coloring book on the 
Smithsonian Science 
Education Center website 
at https://ssec.si.edu/
expedition-insects.

Stay tuned for a future 
RTS with other ideas to 
keep the kids entertained.
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Darren B. Litz has 
been named the executive 
director of the Bradford 
Creative and Performing 
Arts Center (BCPAC).

Litz is a familiar name 
to many in the Bradford 
area, having served as 
a music educator in the 
Bradford Area Schools 
from 1987 to 2001. During 
this time, he directed 
some of the first BCPAC 
community productions, 
created the gospel quartet 
4 Men for God and direct-
ed numerous Kiwanis 
Kapers productions. In 
1998, he was honored 
with BCPAC’s Bravo! 
Award for his outstanding 
contributions to the arts 
in the region.

“We are thrilled that 
Darren has decided to 
come home to Bradford 
and serve as our new 
Executive Director,” said 

BCPAC board president 
Fred Feightner. “The 
Executive Director posi-
tion requires a unique 
set of skills across many 
disciplines, and Darren’s 
decades-long experiences 
in production, program-
ming, education, youth 
ministry and administra-
tion make him a perfect 
fit.”

“He’s also a beloved 
former music educa-
tor with Bradford Area 
Schools,” Feightner 

added. “We’re sure our 
entire community will 
be pleased to welcome 
Darren and his family 
home and support his 
efforts in carrying out 
BCPAC’s mission.”

Litz has spent 20 years 
teaching music and the-
ater in the Pennsylvania 
and New York public 
schools. He has 14 years’ 
experience in music and 
theater ministry as the 
director of performing 
arts, including managing 
the Performing Arts divi-
sion and the Center for 
the Arts, for Family Life 
Ministries in upstate New 
York.

He has produced, 
directed, arranged and 
choreographed materials 
for numerous community, 
regional and high school 
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The United Way of 
the Bradford Area Inc. 
has announced Sarah 
Lonzi has been named 
the new executive direc-
tor of the organization. 
Lonzi succeeds Paige 
LaBrozzi, who resigned 
earlier this year.

Lonzi most recently 
served as the adminis-
trative assistant for the 
organization and brings 
a unique understanding 
of the role the UWBA 
plays in addressing the 
most pressing needs of 
the community.

“The UWBA board 
of directors is pleased 
to announce this 
appointment,” said 

Karen Costello-Pecht, 
UWBA board president. 
“Sarah’s performance in 
her previous role as the

UWBA administra-
tive assistant has been 
exceptional and she has 
exceeded the board’s 
expectations in her 
performance of duties 
and responsibilities. 
Her leadership, energy 
and creativity along 
with her deep sense 
of commitment to our 
community are qualities 
Sarah possesses and we 
are confident she will 
do an outstanding job 
serving as our executive 
director.”
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A crocus awaits the sunshine along the Richard E. McDowell Community Trail 
near the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.
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Sue Gleason hands food to Sue Kelly during a curbside delivery at Napoli Pizza 
on Tuesday afternoon. Local restaurants are finding ways to continue serving 
customers while maintaining the practice of social distancing during the COVID-
19 crisis.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Hospitals of Upper Allegheny Health System 
report they are well-prepared to handle COVID-19 
patients, when and if the virus makes its way to 
McKean and Cattaraugus, N.Y., counties.

As of Tuesday afternoon, there were zero con-
firmed cases in either county.

Officials with UAHS, parent company for 
Bradford Regional Medical Center and Olean 
(N.Y.) General Hospital, held a media call Tuesday 
afternoon to provide the local status in the corona-
virus pandemic.

While there are no known cases in either coun-
ty, “We’re operating under the assumption that 
there is a positive. We have to,” said Jeff Zewe, 
president and CEO of UAHS.

The virus is inching closer, if it’s not here yet.
Potter County, which sits to the east of 

McKean, has one positive case, according to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health, while 
Allegany County, N.Y., which borders the north-
east corner of McKean, had seven positive cases, 
according to the New York State Department of 
Health.

No other counties bordering McKean have con-
firmed cases as of Tuesday afternoon.

With two cases just confirmed in Chautauqua 
County — which sits to the west of Cattaraugus 
— that leaves Cattaraugus as the only county in 
western New York with no confirmed cases, said 
Dr. William Mills, senior vice president of quality 
and professional affairs.

“There’s no doubt that these times have been 
very challenging,” said Zewe, who went on to 
share his appreciation of the staff and front-line 
people at the hospitals for their efforts in prepar-
ing for the virus.

Zewe said the response necessary has slowed 
to a manageable level this week compared to last. 
He compared it to driving in a 40 mph zone: Last 
week, he said, was like driving 100 mph, but this 
week, it’s slowed to 50 mph.

That’s been, in part, due to collaboration of 
agencies and community groups with the hospi-
tals.

“That’s been very helpful,” he said.
Zewe said the hospitals are “in very good 

shape” with supplies.
He noted that several community members 

have reached out to donate supplies, such as many 
who are making masks for medical care providers.

Also, Zewe said UAHS has developed a surge 
plan in the event the local area gets a surge of 
cases in a short period of time. The hospitals are 
running at about 50% occupancy, but if that reach-
es 100%, they have been working on a plan that 
could give them about 50% more beds.

Bradford Regional Medical Center, which has 
a 106-bed license, has space on the whole fourth 
floor if they need to implement its surge plan. At 
Olean General, there are about 150 beds with a 
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