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CHOCOLATE: 
Wednesday was a holiday, 
one dear to our hearts.

It was National 
Choose Your Chocolate 
Day (we didn’t know it 
either, but we’re plan-
ning to celebrate a day 
late, just the same)

The day was created to 
honor the legacy of Mary 
See of See’s Candies. 
“The matriarch of the See 
family was known for her 
high-quality candy and 
chocolate recipes. Born 
Mary Wiseman on this 
day in 1854 in Ontario, 
Canada, Mary raised 
three children in and 
around Ontario, and her 
confections were enjoyed 
solely by her family for 
years. It wasn’t until 1921, 
when at the age of 65, she 
moved with her elder son 
Charles to Los Angeles 
and helped him found 
what would be the first 
See’s Candies location in 
Pasadena,” according to 
the company.

The holiday experts 
at National Today, the 
internet’s #1 authority for 
holidays, surveyed 1,500 
Americans about every-
one’s favorite treat and 
found:

41% of respondents say 
that their chocolate con-
sumption has increased 
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

57% of respondents say 
that they consume choco-
late at least once a week.

82% of respondents say 
that they would be very 
happy if their best friend 
gave them their favorite 
chocolate as a birthday 
gift.

57% of respondents say 
that they crave milk choc-
olate the most.

Additionally, the 
survey revealed Illinois 
ranks #1 for chocolate 
lovers, with New York, 
Florida, Ohio, California, 
and Pennsylvania round-
ing out the top 6.

The website offered 
some additional informa-
tion about chocolate, too.

“Chocolate has been a 
mainstay of our diets for 
more than three millen-
nia. The Aztecs greatly 
revered the cacao plant, 
and the drink they cre-
ated from it and even 
considered it a gift from 
Quetzlacoatl, their God 
of wisdom. At the time, it 
was served without sugar 
but still was thought to 
have many positive health 
properties. It wasn’t until 
16th century Europe that 
milk and sugar were 
combined with cocoa to 
make the chocolate we 
think of today. It was 
enjoyed throughout the 
royal courts of Europe for 
centuries, but it wasn’t 
until the 19th century that 
it was able to be made in 
quantities large enough 
for the average person to 
afford.”
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Enjoy live music, adult 
beverages, games, chil-
dren’s activities, raffles 
and more during the 6th 
annual Christmas for 
Kids fundraiser, hosted 
by the Kinzua Chapter 
of ABATE, from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. this Saturday at 
the Bradford Community 
Club, 107 Irving Lane.

Homemade foods, such 
as a chicken barbecue, hot 
dogs, burgers and sausage 
will be available from 
noon until sold out.

Music will be play-
ing throughout the 
day, with live music at 
4 p.m., including Spoiled 
Leftovers, Darkwater Duo 
and Brian K. Chase.

Additionally, there will 
be plenty of activities at 
this free, family fun event, 
including children’s 
games and face painting.

For those looking to 

Christmas for Kids 
fundraiser this Saturday
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The election is getting closer, and soon it will be 
time to request a mail-in ballot, McKean County 
Director of Elections Lisa Pratt explained.

Pratt noted the deadlines for this year’s election are 
Oct. 19 — the last day to register before the Election; 
Oct. 27 — the last day to apply for an absentee/mail-
in ballot.

“A voter may request their mail ballot at any 
time. Applications are available in paper format at 
the Elections office, they can be mailed to the voter, 
or they are available for online submission at www.
votespa.com. As soon as the ballots are ready, we 
will begin mailing them,” Pratt said. “We are current-
ly hoping to begin mailing ballots the first week in 
October, but there are pending challenges to candi-
dates and a court order directing the Department of 
State that they may not certify the ballot yet.”

Once voters are registered and have ballots in 
hand, the deadline to vote is the same as someone 
visiting the polls in person — 8 p.m. on Nov. 3. It is 
important to note that even voting by absentee or 
mail-in ballot requires the voter to personally make 
sure the ballot is submitted.

“The voter may return their own mail ballot in per-
son to the Elections office or they may mail it to the 
office. If mailed, it must arrive by 8 p.m. on November 
3. Postmarks do not count,” Pratt said. “The ballot 
may only be returned by the voter whose ballot it is.”

On a positive note, Pratt said she does not have any 
concerns about this year’s election, despite discus-
sions among legislators about the potential for issues 
with the U.S. Postal Service and ballots reaching the 

No concerns 
about election in 
McKean County

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

That milky white sky 
over the region for the last 
few days isn’t just cloud 
cover.

In fact, it is smoke from 
the wildfires in the west-
ern United States.

David Martin, meteo-
rologist for the National 
Weather Service in State 
College, said, “The smoke 
is way up high in the 
atmosphere, 10- to 20,000 
feet up, not at ground 
level.”

While the smoke won’t 
be causing any breathing 
problems or anything of 
the like in this area, it will 
be causing cooler days to 
come.

“The main effect is it 
makes the sky look milky 
white and the sun isn’t as 
hot,” Martin said. “The 
days will be cooler” as 
the smoke will filter the 
sunlight.

Lower temperatures 
are to be expected at this 
time of the year, Martin 

said, especially at night.
“The smoke only 

affects the daytime tem-
peratures,” he explained.

The high today is 
expected to be 64, while 
Friday’s high is pre-
dicted to be 57. Patchy 
frost is called for Friday 
night, while the high for 
Saturday is expected to be 
near 58.

The smoke is nearing 
Europe as well.

The wildfires have 
burned more than 3.2 
million acres of land in 
California, or one in every 
33 acres. Fires are burning 
in Oregon, Washington 
and Idaho as well.

In Oregon and 
Washington, 28 large fires 
are burning across 1.5 mil-
lion acres.

In Idaho, the 
Woodhead Fire alone has 
burned more than 79,000 
acres.

Experts are saying this 
summer has been the 
worst wildfire season in 
the west to date. And the 
season is only half over.

Milky sky is smoke from western fires
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National Weather Service radar over the region shows smoke in the atmosphere.
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Black-eyed Susan and fall aster hold strong throughout the lower tempera-
tures. Temperatures are expected to dip dramatically as the weekend nears. 
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