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THIS DAY: Some 
important parts of his-
tory are noted for Nov. 
7 through the years, 
including the elephant 
becoming the mascot of 
the Grand Old Party.

On this day in 1874, 
the Republican party of 
the U.S. was first symbol-
ized as an elephant in a 
cartoon by Thomas Nast 
in Harper’s Weekly.

From History.com: 
“Titled ‘The Third-Term 
Panic,’ Nast’s drawing 
mocked the New York 
Herald, which had been 
critical of President 
Ulysses Grant’s rumored 
bid for a third term, and 
portrayed various inter-
est groups as animals, 
including an elephant 
labeled ‘the Republican 
vote,’ which was shown 
standing at the edge of a 
pit. Nast employed the 
elephant to represent 
Republicans in addition-
al cartoons during the 
1870s, and by 1880 other 
cartoonists were using the 
creature to symbolize the 
party.”

Interestingly, Nast 
popularized the don-
key symbol for the 
Democratic party, too.

“The origins of the 
Democratic donkey can 
be traced to the 1828 
presidential campaign of 
Andrew Jackson. During 
that race, opponents of 
Jackson called him a 
jackass. However, rather 
than rejecting the label, 
Jackson, a hero of the 
War of 1812 who later 
served in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and 
U.S. Senate, was amused 
by it and included an 
image of the animal in his 
campaign posters. Jackson 
went on to defeat incum-
bent John Quincy Adams 
and serve as America’s 
first Democratic presi-
dent. In the 1870s, influ-
ential political cartoonist 
Thomas Nast helped 
popularize the donkey as 
a symbol for the entire 
Democratic Party.”

Nast is also famous 
for creating another 
well-known image: Santa 
Claus.
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By SALLY RYAN COSTIK
Special to The Era

In the summer of 1917, 
from her apartment win-
dow on Kennedy Street, a 
little girl named Virginia 
Loveland watched the 
local Pennsylvania 
National Guard soldiers 
practice drills on the 
street below. She noticed 
that one young man, tall 
and lean, always seemed 
to have hair falling in 
his eyes. In a flash, she 
grabbed a comb from her 
mother’s dressing table, 
dashed outside and ran 
up to the soldier, shyly 
handing him the comb.

The soldier, Nate 
Nesselson, was touched 
by her gesture, and 
months later, from Camp 
Hancock, Georgia, shortly 
before shipping out to 
France, wrote to her par-
ents and was granted per-
mission to write to little 
Virginia. Calling himself 
“her soldier boy” his let-
ters ask about Santa Claus 
and urging her to be a 
good girl. They are sweet, 
age appropriate letters to 
a young girl.

Nathan T. Nesselson 
was born in Bradford 
in 1893, the son of Max 
and Ida Nesselson, of 72 
Kennedy Street. He joined 
the Pennsylvania National 

Guard, Company C, on 
June 14, 1914, and saw 
action on the Mexican 
border and later, in 
France.

He also wrote to her 
parents, William and 
Madeline Loveland, and 
these letters are very 
different, describing 
training for the trenches, 
gas masks, and hand 
grenades. He wrote about 
the long hours of drilling. 
“We are drilling 8 hours 
daily during the hours 
of 7:45AM to 11:45AM 
and from 1 PM to 5PM. 
At 5:30PM we fall in for 
retreat which is a ceremo-
ny whereby every solder 
salutes the colors and 
national anthem. It is for 
the purposes of remind-
ing us that we are in the 
Army and of the Army’s 
necessities and its aims.”

He wrote of gas masks: 
“One must get his mask 
on in 6 seconds or per-
haps lose his life. There 
are many different kinds 
of gases. Some blind 
one, another gas has a 
paralyzing effect on the 
parts affected by it; one 
kills with only one inhale 
and there are still others 
which cripple one is some 
way or other.”

Nesselson also wrote 
of hand grenades: “The 
one most commonly used 
is called the Mills bomb 
which weighs about 22 
ounces, the coat of which 
is made of cast iron. It 
is a true time bomb and 
is thrown at the count 
of three. The arms are 

Kindness of a child leads to friendship, 
letters with soldier

LETTERS HOME

During World War I, methods of communication 
with loved ones were limited. Troops would send let-
ters home. The letters were so prized, not only by the 
loved ones of the soldier, but also by the community, 
that often they were printed in The Bradford Era.

The Bradford Landmark Society has shared some 
of these letters, and The Era is printing them again, 
to honor all those who have served the nation in the 
military.

•February 2, 1918.

Sergeant Dan Neilly of the Machine Gun Company 
of the 18th US Infantry in France, who has been in 
the trenches for some time, writes in a letter received 
recently, that he has experienced three gas attacks 
by the German forces, but in his own vernacular 
“Kaiser Bill will have to come again if he wants me.” 
He reports “that when trench duty ended, he imag-
ines the men would feel like hoops from the constant 
bending under the narrow roof of the trenches. The 
men use large quantities of candles as the trenches are 
almost always dark. 

He said that his steel helmet has protected him 
from many a hard crack. He wrote “we don’t have any 
wardrobe trunks with us in the trenches and because 
it has been very cold the boys wear every article of 
clothing they possess. 

My apparel now consists of four pair of socks, 
two suits of underwear, two C.D. shirts, two or three 
sweaters, a blouse, an overcoat, two pair of knitted 
gloves and two knitted helmets. So you see what we 
are doing with the gifts of the Red Cross and you 
know what would happen if you sent me another 
sweater. When my service in the trenches ends, I hope 
I’ll be able to take a bath, the “first one in a long, long 
time.”

— Daniel Neilly

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The political ads said 
“Get out and vote,” and 
voters in the local region 
listened.

Voter turnout for 
Tuesday’s general election 
may well have set records, 
with all four counties 
boasting more than 70% 
turnout.

Turnout in Elk County 
topped the region at 
81.79%. While exact fig-
ures were not available 
for Potter County, the 
turnout was estimated 
at more than 78%. In 
Cameron County, turn-
out was 78.5%, and in 
McKean County, turnout 
was 74.76%

Looking back through 
the three prior presiden-
tial elections — 2016, 2012 
and 2008 — the highest 
local turnout had been 
69.45% in Elk County in 
2016.

In McKean County, 
there were 15,389 votes 

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

October, which is 
National Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month, has ended. 
However, the need for 
awareness remains 
important year-round. 

Particularly in times 
like the coronavirus 
pandemic, the services 
provided by the YWCA 
Bradford remain available 
to anyone who needs 
them. Domestic violence 
affects millions, both 
women and men, of every 
race, religion, culture and 
status.

In fact, one in four 
women and one in seven 
men are likely to experi-

ence domestic violence 
at one point in their 
lifetime. In addition, one 
in six homicide victims 
are killed by an intimate 
partner.

In Pennsylvania, 112 
victims died from domes-
tic violence incidents last 
year (2019).

The Pennsylvania 
Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence’s 
(PCADV), which funds 
the Bradford YWCA, 
releases an annual Fatality 
Report, which has been 
the single most reliable 
source for information 
about domestic vio-
lence-related deaths in 
Pennsylvania for more 
than 20 years. In the last 
10 years, more than 1,600 

people have died from 
domestic violence-related 
incidents in Pennsylvania. 
Those killed included 
women, children, and 
men of all ages, races, 
sexual orientation, and 
socio-economic groups. 
This number includes 68 
females and 44 males. 
Additionally, there were 
38 perpetrator deaths.

“We especially worry 
about those in domestic 
violence situations as 
the YWCA has seen an 
increase in individuals 
requesting our services. 
The need for individuals 
requesting safe housing 
through our emergency 
domestic violence shelter 

YWCA officials: Services still 
available for those in need

IDENTIFYING ABUSE

Abusers tend to protect themselves by con-
trolling and manipulating their victims. There are 
typically clear signs to help determine when to call 
for help.

Common indicators of abuse include:
• Name calling or demeaning comments
• Someone that seems too good to be true early 

in a relationship; the relationship may advance 
very quickly

• Frequent phone calls or texts
• Threatens to harm or kill you, your pet(s) or 

family members
• Blames you for the abusive behavior; does not 

take responsibility for actions
• Prevents you from spending time with family 

or friends and from enjoying hobbies and other 
activities

• Damages your credit by exceeding limits, 
purposely not paying bills, etc.; may restrict your 
access to financial resources

One of the best ways to help someone in an 
abusive situation is to listen to them and support 
them. Try to help the person you care about feel 
empowered, but leave the decision making up 
to them. Encourage them to seek the help of an 
advocate at their local domestic violence program, 
like the Victims’ Resource Center at the YWCA 
Bradford.

Area reports high turnout for election

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Voters wait in line in Bradford Township on Tuesday for a chance to vote in the 2020 general election.
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