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NATIONAL TEEN 
DRIVER SAFETY 
WEEK: This week is 
recognized as National 
Teen Driver Safety Week, 
according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA).

The awareness week 
serves as a time to 
remind parents across 
America to have conver-
sations with their teens 
about the dangers they 
face on the nation’s road-
ways, what they can do 
to stay safe behind the 
wheel, and to reflect on 
their own driving behav-
iors.

According to the lat-
est data available from 
NHTSA, more than 3,200 
teens were involved in 
fatal crashes in 2017. 
Moreover, 2,526 were 
killed in crashes that year, 
and of that, 229 were 
killed in distraction-affect-
ed crashes.

Recent AAA research 
has found that for every 
mile driven, new teen 
drivers ages 16-17 years 
old are three times more 
likely to be involved in a 
deadly crash compared 
to adults. This is largely 
due to their inexperience, 
and their likelihood of 
engaging in risky behav-
iors. According to the new 
AAA Foundation Traffic 
Safety Culture Index, 
about 72% of teen driv-
ers aged 16-18 admitted 
to having engaged in at 
least one of the following 
risky behaviors in the 
past 30 days:

— Driving 10 mph 
over the speed limit on a 
residential street (47%)

— Driving 15 mph 
over the speed limit on a 
freeway (40%)

— Texting (35%)
— Red-light running 

(32%)
— Aggressive driving 

(31%)
— Drowsy driving 

(25%)
— Driving without a 

seatbelt (17%)
AAA encourages par-

ents to:
— Talk with your 

teens. Have open and 
honest conversations 
early and often about safe 
driving habits.

— Discuss any con-
cerns, review the teen’s 
driving performance, and 
chart progression towards 
established goals and 
benchmarks.

— Lead by example. 
Your teens are watching 
how you drive, so teach 
by example, and mini-
mize risky behavior when 
driving.

— Establish ground 
rules. Establish a par-
ent-teen driving agree-
ment that sets family 
rules for teen drivers.
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Take a jump to the left, 
and a step to the right, for 
Bradford Little Theatre’s 
Rocky Horror Picture 
Show live performance is 
coming back to the Main 
Street Movie House for 
the third year in a row 
with a slight name change 
— The Rocky Horror 
Pandemic Show.

Two performances 
will be held this year, 
one at 7:30 p.m. (doors 
open at 7 p.m.) and one at 
11:30 p.m. (doors open at 
11 p.m.) on Oct. 24.

Tickets, which are $10 
each, can be purchased 
at the door or on the 
Bradford Little Theatre 
Facebook page by clicking 
on the links for or scan-
ning the QR codes provid-
ed for the corresponding 
showtimes. There is lim-
ited seating this year due 
to pandemic regulations, 

Rocky Horror 
Pandemic Show set for Saturday
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Bradford Little Theatre’s Rocky Horror Picture Show will be a bit different this year, with a “Pandemic Show” 
instead.

Due to an increase in 
COVID-19 cases over the 
weekend, the University 
of Pittsburgh at Bradford 
has moved from Guarded 
to Elevated Risk Posture, 
which imposes some 
additional restrictions on 
campus to help slow the 
spread of the virus.

As of Monday, there 
were 6 confirmed positive 
student cases and other 
probable student cases 
identified on campus 
since Oct. 15.

Under the Elevated 
Risk Posture, instruction 
is primarily virtual with 
some in-person learning. 
Some shared spaces are 
open, and gatherings 
are capped at 25 people 
indoors and 50 people 

outdoors. Faculty and 
staff are encouraged to 
continue working remote-
ly wherever possible.

“As soon as we learned 
of these additional cases, 
we made some immediate 
changes on campus to 
help mitigate the spread 
of the virus,” said Dr. 
Catherine Koverola, Pitt-
Bradford’s president. 
“Our priority is to sup-
port the health and safety 
of our students, faculty 
and staff.”

The decision to move 
to Elevated Risk Status 
was made based on a 
recommendation by the 
University of Pittsburgh’s 
Healthcare Advisory 
Group in consultation 
with the COVID-19 
Medical Response Office.

As confirmed or 
probable cases are dis-
covered on campus, the 
university quickly enacts 

Pitt-Bradford sees increase in COVID-19 cases

Moves to 
‘elevated risk’ 
posture 
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The panther statue on the campus of Pitt-Bradford is wearing a mask for safety.
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DUKE CENTER — A 
flood of new support 
is prompting the Otto 
Township Old Home 
Days committee to give 
the event another try.

Earlier this month, 
the committee 
announced they would 
be considering the 
future of the event — 
and the possibility of 
discontinuing it — at 
the monthly meet-
ing this past Sunday. 
Waning volunteerism 
and the retirement of 
some longtime com-
mittee members left the 
remaining members 
wondering if they could 
handle the workload.

The community 
support motivated the 
committee to try one 
more year, and 2021 will 
be the 30th year of the 
event.

“We had 24 people in 

attendance at Sunday’s 
meeting, which was 
very encouraging,” said 
Mat Coast, committee 
vice president.

This was after 
only five attended the 
September meeting.

“There were a lot 
of new faces, many of 
which expressed their 
concern with the future 
of the event,” said 
Coast. “Most, if not all, 
of the attendees showed 
interest in lending a 
hand to keep the event 
going.”

He added that many 
others in the commu-
nity reached out in the 
couple of weeks leading 
up the meeting offering 
to help with small tasks 
during the week of the 
event.

Coast had previously 
explained that dozens 
of volunteers are need-
ed the week of the event 

Otto Township 
Old Home Days to 

be held in 2021
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Pumpkins and Halloween critters hang out by this Oakwood Avenue home.
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