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NEW YEAR: We like 
celebrating the new year.

We like having time set 
aside to re-evaluate what 
we’re doing with our life. 
It’s a necessary step when 
you’re making it up you 
go.

However, as the detrac-
tors remind us, New 
Year’s Day is just a date 
on the calendar; 2021, just 
a number. As excited as 
everyone is to shed 2020, 
the change is largely sym-
bolic. Today doesn’t look 
any different than Dec. 31.

But we are on a path 
toward better things.

With vaccines just 
starting to make their 
way into the public, 
we’re starting to feel 
something we haven’t 
felt much in 2020: hope 
for sunnier days ahead.

It makes sense that 
people believe this new 
year’s celebration is more 
meaningful than in years 
past. We’re starting to free 
ourselves of the negative 
vortex we’ve all been 
sucked into in 2020.

Saying good riddance 
to 2020 is a good first 
step toward accepting 
our obstacles with a 
new mindset in 2021. 
We can all learn to react 
better when faced with 
new obstacles. That’s 
an important lesson we 
should all take from 2020.

We’re turning a cor-
ner — for the better, we 
believe — and all we 
have to do is round it 
carefully so we don’t 
smack the brick wall on 
our way around.

For us, we’re pre-
pared to hibernate for a 
few months as vaccines 
are distributed. Staying 
home keeps us out of the 
Bradford winter weather, 
anyway.

RESOLUTIONS: It’s a 
tradition going back thou-
sands of years that people 
vow to be better in the 
new year.

But the first recorded 
use of the phrase “New 
Year resolution” did not 
appear until the 19th cen-
tury, according to The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac.

An article on almanac.
com called “How Did 
the Tradition of New 
Year’s Resolutions Start?” 
attributes the phrase to a 
Boston newspaper article 
from 1813, which states:

“And yet, I believe 
there are multitude of 
people, accustomed to 
receive injunctions of 
new year resolutions, 
who will sin all the 
month of December, with 
a serious determination 
of beginning the new 
year with new resolu-
tions and new behaviour, 
and with the full belief 
that they shall thus expi-
ate and wipe away all 
their former faults.”
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Standing just 120 nano-
meters tall, The Era’s 2020 
Newsmaker of the Year 
is not even visible to the 
naked eye.

To put the size of the 
novel coronavirus into 
perspective, a lineup of 
eight average-sized virus-
es would span one milli-
meter, with a little wiggle 
room leftover.

Yet this tiny adver-
sary altered everyday 
life — continues to alter 
everyday life — for peo-
ple around the globe. No 
aspect of our lives was 
left untouched. Changes 
seeped into nearly every 
task, big or small: work, 
education, transportation, 
communication, shop-
ping, hygiene, celebra-
tions, funerals and any 
sort of gathering.

And we’ll be living 
our altered lives for more 

Novel coronavirus is Era’s 

Newsmaker of the Year
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Volunteer Mark Pessia, center, accepts food donations from Geno McMahon and Cathy Tyger in March in the 
Aldi parking lot. Bradford Area Lions Club, with help from the Bradford Parish, conducted a “Fill A Truck” 
food drive at Bradford’s four grocery stores for the Helping Bradford During Coronavirus Facebook page. Newsmaker ...  page A-8

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The Bradford Area Public Library has 
faced closures, adjusted to meet COVID-19 
safety precaution requirements and said 
goodbye to Lacey Love, the library’s exec-
utive director. Looking forward to the new 
year, new Executive Director Hannah Dewey 
hopes to focus on encouraging a love of 
reading in the younger generations in the 
area.

Dewey took over as executive director in 
early December. The new position came with 
a pre-existing hurdle, as COVID-19 has over-
shadowed every plan and program for 2020 
since Spring.

“It’s incredibly daunting to be thrust right 
into some of the hardest times that librari-
ans have faced. Everything we were taught 
in our studies has to be adapted on the fly. 
While it is stressful to adjust from the usual 
to something completely new and innova-
tive, it is also incredibly rewarding to see it 
pay off,” Dewey said. “I know that Bradford, 
as well as many libraries across the state, 

have seen great success with virtual pro-
gramming which is a programming method 
that many libraries hadn’t dabbled in until it 
was absolutely necessary.”

Once the COVID-19 restrictions can be 
eased, Dewey has hopes to tackle some items 
on her to-do list.

“I hope to reach out more to the younger 
adult population through starting various 

programs and developing our collections 
to include more content they would enjoy. 
As a younger adult myself, I have found 
that interest in what the library typically 
has to offer has a chance to wane during 
young adult years,” she said. “Finding what 
younger adults are interested in seeing in the 
library and adding what we can to our ser-
vices and collection is something that I am 
greatly interested in here in Bradford.”

Dewey explained that she is also look-
ing forward to the continuation of The 
Teen Book Club, as well as other young 
adult programming, and also the Coffee 
with a Curator program, run by Adult 
Programming and Marketing Coordinator 
Janelle Nolan. These programs are popular, 
and the Coffee with a Curator program “ties 
in both entertainment and education, some-
thing that I believe is directly connected to 
the library’s mission,” according to Dewey.

For those who are looking for something 
new to read for the coming year, Dewey was 
also happy to share a favorite series.

Bradford library 
director looks forward to 2021

Dewey
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This house on 
Bedford Street ran 
in the new year 
brightly lit up with 
holiday decora-
tions.


