
‘Round the 

Square Vol. 144   No. 87  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Thursday, January 14, 2021  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.00

PA’S MOST 
MISERABLE DAY OF 
THE YEAR: Ezvid Wiki, a 
video wiki, software and 
media company, polled 
3,000 people to find out 
which month of the year 
we consider the gloomiest.

The good people 
of Pennsylvania over-
whelmingly voted for 
January as the worst 
month of the year in the 
misery index.

Some Pennsylvanians 
may start off January 
on an optimistic note — 
viewing the year ahead 
as one full of promise. Yet 
as it progresses and the 
novelty of Christmas gifts 
wear off, and new year 
resolutions are quietly 
dropped, a more bleak 
outlook may emerge.

Ezvid Wiki then ana-
lyzed 36 years of past 
weather data in order to 
identify the statistically 
coldest and wettest day 
in January, which in 
The Keystone State falls 
on Jan. 16, making it 
Pennsylvania’s most mis-
erable day of the year!

For more information, 
visit https://wiki.ezvid.
com/.

Different states will 
experience their most 
miserable days on sepa-
rate dates, based on the 
various climates across the 
country. East Coast states 
like New York will have 
to hold out significantly 
longer for the inevitably 
gloomy day to arrive, as 
they voted February as the 
most miserable month.

———
SEEDS FOR 

VEGETABLES: The 
arrival of the new year’s 
seed catalogues is one 
of the most exciting and 
anticipated times of the 
year for gardeners. Penn 
State Extension explains 
that the non-profit orga-
nization, All-American 
Selections (AAS), coor-
dinates vegetable trials 
across the United States 
and selects its annual 
winners from those trials. 
For more information, 
visit https://all-americase-
lections.org/

The AAS winners are 
grouped into three catego-
ries: annuals, perennials, 
and edibles/vegetables. 

The three edibles/veg-
etables winners for 2021 
are: Shallot, ‘Echalion 
Creme Brulee’ (BGS-
270) F1; Pepper, ‘Pot-a-
peno’ F1; and, Squash, 
‘Goldilocks’ F1. ‘Echalion 
Creme Brulee’ is the 
first-ever shallot to win. 

Today’s Weather

Cloudy /A-8
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

GALETON — Rural 
Pennsylvania is known 
for its natural beauty.

The PA Route 6 
Alliance hopes to spread 
word of that beauty by 
getting a portion of U.S. 
Route 6 designated a 
Scenic Byway.

Route 6 runs east-west 
across the state’s north-
ernmost counties. By 
doing that, it cuts through 
hundreds of miles of rural 
landscapes.

The alliance hopes to 
eventually gain designa-
tion as a Scenic Byway at 
both the state and federal 
levels, which can help 
market the route and 
the communities that sit 
along it.

According to Candace 
Hillyard, alliance execu-
tive director, the group 
has been actively working 
toward that status since 
around 2013.

The designation can 
be granted at the request 
of local communities 
that develop a plan to 
preserve and highlight 
qualities of an area such 
as natural, historical and 
recreational qualities.

It turned out to be a 
lofty goal to get every 
municipality along 
Pennsylvania’s Route 6 — 

121 municipalities in 11 
counties — on board with 
the idea.

The group eventually 
decided to scale down 
the project to focus on the 
Pennsylvania Wilds area, 
explained Hillyard. That 
area, with 34 municipali-
ties spread across Warren, 
McKean, Potter and Tioga 
counties, is much more 
manageable.

To date, all but four 
of those municipalities 
have passed resolutions to 
give their support for the 
project.

Hillyard explained that 
some communities that 
hesitate to support the 
designation do so because 
they don’t want to be told 
what to do.

The designation would 
mean regulations on 
items such as the signage, 
according to Hillyard.

She explained, “While 
all of the outside atten-
tion and potential for 
local economic benefit 
is good, preserving the 
aesthetics along the cor-
ridor is important. One 
requirement of byway 
designation, both state 
and federal, is the enact-
ment of signage regula-
tions along the corridor. 
Current billboards will 
be able to remain, and 

PA Route 6 
Alliance working 
toward Scenic 
Byway status

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

None of the U.S. 
House’s Republican dele-
gates from Pennsylvania 
voted in favor of a sec-
ond impeachment of 
President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday.

The impeachment, over 

the deadly insurrection 
at the Capitol, was not 
appropriate, said U.S. 
Rep. Glenn Thompson, 
R-Pa.

“The violence at the 
U.S. Capitol last week 
was a gruesome and 
senseless display, and I 
remain hopeful President 

Legislators react 
to impeachmentBy KEVIN FREKING and 

ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The scene in the U.S. 
Capitol seemed jarringly 
disconnected. Inside 
the House chamber, the 
nation’s lawmakers spoke 
with solemnity about 
democracy, the rule of 
law and the words of 
Abraham Lincoln as 
they undertook a vote 
to remove the president 
from office.

They wore masks, 
a rule imposed by 
Democrats, as a measure 
of the pandemic that 
continues to ravage the 
country.

But only steps away, 
outside the chamber 
doors, there was the look 
of an armed encampment.

The House impeach-
ment of President Donald 
Trump for inciting an 
insurrection on the home 
of the branch of govern-
ment created in Article I 
of the Constitution 

contained arresting 
reminders of the violence 
and death wrought just 
a week ago and the fears 
that the Capitol needed 
enhanced protection to 
prevent it from happening 
again.

Where visitors once 
walked, hundreds of 
National Guard members 
camped out, protecting 
lawmakers still reeling 
from last week’s violence 
and preparing for the 

A day of historic impeachment 
A Capitol as armed encampment

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Gov. Tom Wolf 
announced Tuesday that 
two local railroads will 
receive funding for rail 
freight improvements.

Buffalo & Pittsburgh 
Railroad Inc. will receive 
$700,000 for these 
repairs in Elk, McKean 
and Warren counties: 
replacing about 44,000 
feet of rail and 2,500 ties 
and surfacing the line. 
Western New York and 
Pennsylvania Railroad 
will receive $4.7 million 
to replace three thru 
truss bridges and reha-
bilitate two abutments 
on a thru-girder bridge, 
located in McKean and 
Venango counties.

They were among 26 
projects that will receive 

Funding awarded to local railroads

Era file photo

A Western New York & Pennsylvania train heads through Eldred.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

In three days, more 
than 2,000 people have 
signed a petition to 
save Bradford Regional 
Medical Center from 
a reduction in services 
planned by its par-
ent company, Upper 
Allegheny Health System.

After months of 
rumors, hospital officials 
last week released a plan 
that would involve mov-
ing acute care and surgi-
cal services from BRMC 
to Olean (N.Y.) General 
Hospital. State Rep. Marty 
Causer and county and 
local officials have been 

meeting with hospital 
executives in an effort to 
forestall the plan.

Causer, R-Turtlepoint, 
shared the update on 
Wednesday, adding that 
he knows there are even 
more than the 2,308 sig-
natures on the online 
petition accessible via his 
website, www.RepCauser.
com

“People are coming 
to my office in Bradford 
and wanting hard copies 
that they can get filled,” 
he explained in a call 
with The Era. “We’ve had 
a steady flow of people 
coming to the office.”

Calling the petition a 
“call to action,” Causer 
said people in McKean 

County, and people who 
are natives, or who have 
relatives that still live 
here, are signing it, too.

“The response has been 
tremendous,” he said. 
“There have been a lot 
of people reaching out 
on the issue. People are 
asking ‘how can I help?’ 
They are very concerned, 
very upset.”

Lots of ideas are being 
exchanged, too, he shared.

“I’m even hearing 
from people who want to 
talk about opening their 
own surgery center in 
Bradford, because they 
feel like Upper Allegheny 
is abandoning the com-
munity,” he said.

Petition to save BRMC has 
‘tremendous’ response

File photo

A petition to save services at Bradford Regional Medical Center has generated a 
tremendous response, according to state Rep. Martin Causer.
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