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CANDY: What day 
isn’t a good day to 
enjoy some sweet treats? 
Whether you look for-
ward to Cadbury eggs at 
Easter or enjoy a box of 
Milk Duds at the theater, 
most of us have a favorite 
candy. Well, these sweet 
confectioneries have the 
entire month of June ded-
icated to them, as June is 
National Candy Month.

Founded by the 
National Confectioners 
Association, National 
Candy Month was first 
observed in January of 
1974 after it was seen that 
candy sales would often 
drop after a busy holiday 
season and individuals 
made New Year’s reso-
lutions restricting their 
diets. The observance 
moved to May and then 
eventually was moved to 
June.

According to the 
National Confectioners 
Association, the top three 
summer candy flavors are 
strawberry, watermelon 
and cherry, while the 
top three summer candy 
types are chocolate, gum-
mies and hard candy.

Other random facts on 
the NCA’s website were 
that 94% of Americans 
going camping this sum-
mer will bring candy with 
them, 93% bring candy 
on road trips and 89% of 
beachgoers enjoy indulg-
ing in some chocolate or 
other candies.

So how does one cel-
ebrate National Candy 
Month? Why not sup-
port a local business by 
buying some candy? For 
example, the Bradford 
Chocolate Factory on 
Main Street in Bradford 
is currently having a 
special on their mouth 
watering taffy from Taffy 
Town. The Taffy Town 
flavor of the month for 
June is root beer float. 
Taffy isn’t all the estab-
lishment has in store 
though.

“We have lots of best 
sellers, including our 
chocolate sponge candy 
in a variety of flavors, 
homemade chocolate 
popcorn pizzas, nostalgic 
candy and of course all of 
our variety of chocolates 
in our 12 foot humid-
ity controlled display 
cases,” said Tim Gigliotti, 
co-owner.
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A merger between the Ameriprise 
firm in Bradford with a Pittsburgh firm 
won’t affect Bradford area customers.

The Bradford office merged with 
Hodgin and Associates, an Ameriprise 
Private Wealth Advisory firm, in May. 
The new name is Hodgin, Chapman 
and Associates.

The local office will conduct busi-
ness as usual with the same staff, 
which includes William Chapman. 
With the merger, people have won-
dered if Chapman is retiring. He’s not.

“I love what I do and intend 
on doing it forever right here in 
Bradford,” he said. “That said, we have 
spent the last two years studying and 
examining the changes occurring in the 
financial services profession.”

In addition to the Bradford staff 
maintaining their same roles in the 
business, the office has brought on an 
additional associate financial advisor, 
Louis Sforza.

Ameriprise of Bradford merges with Pittsburgh firm
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Bradford’s Ameriprise office merged last month with Pittsburgh firm Hodgin and Associates 
to form Hodgin, Chapman and Associates. Employees in the Bradford office include, from left, 
Michelle Chapman, Louis Sforza, Bill Chapman and Josie Higbie.
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The Bradford 
Community Pride Lions 
Club will host a Kids’ 
Fishing Derby June 12 
at Marilla Reservoir. 
The event is rain or 
shine. There is no cost 
to participate.

Registration begins 
at 9 a.m., with fish-
ing from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., at which time 
awards will be distrib-
uted.

Children aged 5 to 
15 years old are wel-
come to participate. A 
trophy and additional 

items will be awarded 
to the child with the 
largest fish in each of 
the following catego-
ries: age 5-7, 8-10,11-12 
and 13-15. Second and 
third place will each 
receive a medallion and 
surprises.

“We wanted to give 
the kids something 
to do, to get out and 
about,” First Vice-
President Debbie Craft 
said. She noted that 
the hope is to make the 
event an annual one, 
with plans to expand to 
an expo next year.

Bradford Community 
Pride Lions 
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By FRAN DE LANCEY
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SMETHPORT — 
Smethport Area School 
District Superintendent 
David London spoke 
about leadership Friday 
evening when he deliv-
ered the commencement 
address to the Class of 
2021 in the first outdoor 
graduation program in 
recent memory.

“The greatest leader 
is not necessarily the one 
who does the greatest 
things,” said London, 
quoting President Ronald 
Reagan. “He is the one 
who gets the people to do 
the greatest things.”

Urging the class mem-
bers to be leaders, London 
said leadership comes in 
many forms. Some leaders 
lead large groups, some 
lead small ones. “In the 
smallest sense, you can 
just lead yourself,” said 
London.

In addition to needing 
vision to set goals they 
want to accomplish,  

directions they want to 
take and expectations for 
their organization and 
themselves, London said, 
leaders must be well edu-
cated and experts in their 
fields. “I would advise 
you to lead yourself to 
as much education and 
training that you can pos-
sibly handle. No one can 
take your education from 
you.”

Leaders need drive 
and follow through to 
push others toward the 
goal and great leaders 
make the drive and follow 
through empowering the 
people they lead.

In conclusion, London 
said, “To close this out, 
our ship set sail last 
August on another school 
year. Tonight, we return 
to our port, Smethport, 
closing out another school 
year. One unlike any 
other. We have done well, 
better than many other 
schools.

“Everyone worked 

Smethport graduates 47 on Friday
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David London, superintendent of the Smethport Area School District and the 
school’s commencement speaker Friday night talks with graduates-to-be Tyler 
Howes and Logan Christie prior to the program, which was held outdoors at 
the stadium. Tyler plans to major in computer engineering at Slippery Rock 
University of Pennsylvania. Logan will major in nursing at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford.

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

A group of kayakers float along the Tunungwant Creek near the banks of 
Crook Farm Saturday during the ninth annual “We Gotta Regatta” event. 
Organizers with the Tuna Valley Trail Association said the modified event 
drew in a relatively large number of participants, some of whom began 
their float near Custer City and the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford. 
The event is the first held since the pandemic began last year and therefore 
didn’t include a social gathering at Crook Farm following the regatta. Trail 
Association leaders said more information on making donations, a raffle or 
volunteering can be found on the organization’s website or Facebook.

Floating on the Tuna 
during a sunny Regatta
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