
By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Bradford is a bit far 
north for “Sean of the 
South,” but it is just 
the kind of small-town 
America that Sean 
Dietrich loves to visit.

On Oct. 17, Dietrich 
will visit Bradford to 
entertain with a night of 
storytelling and songs, 
and the performance will 
be recorded for his popu-
lar podcast, “Sean of the 
South.” He will be accom-
panied by musical guest 
Angela Autumn.

The event, a pre-
sentation of Bradford 
Creative and Performing 
Arts Center, will be at 
7:30 p.m. at Main Street 
Movie House in Bradford.

“I’ve been to 
Pennsylvania one time in 
my life, to State College,” 
Dietrich said in a tele-
phone interview with The 
Era. “There was a lot of 
food I didn’t recognize up 
there.”

He’s looking forward 
to coming to Bradford, 
he said, adding that he’s 
mentioned the upcoming 
performance to a few 
people who have told him 
“Bradford is quintessen-
tial small town America.”

And that’s his kind 
of place, Dietrich said. 
He’s a columnist, a nov-
elist and a podcast host, 
known for his commen-
tary on the American 
South.

His folksy, slice-of-life 
columns are about things 
like sitting on the front 
porch watching the world 
go by, and learning that 
“high fives” are no longer 
cool, but “fist bumps” are.

Describing how his 
shows came about, 
Dietrich said, “It was born 
out of the columns, which 
were born out of a frus-
trated desire … I wanted 
to write in a newspaper. I 
wanted to secure a job in 
the newspaper industry. 

I was told ‘There’s not a 
need for your style” or 
‘We need more thrilling 
things.’”

He turned to social 
media instead, writing his 
columns there. “I had the 
best response to anything 
I’d ever done in my life.”

And it began to snow-
ball, taking on a life of its 
own.

“People started ask-
ing me to come speak. I 
turned them down a hun-
dred times because I’m 

not a speaker,” he said. 
He decided to give it a try, 
and accepted an engage-
ment at a high school.

“It was fun,” he said. 
“I had found something I 
really liked.”

And the email requests 
for more speaking 
engagement started com-
ing in, so Dietrich started 
saying yes. “It grew from 
there — gymnasiums 
and small-town theaters. 
I started doing that full 
time and never advertised 

it.”
Then he started get-

ting requests from people 
who couldn’t make it to 
his shows. “A friend of 
mine said, ‘why don’t you 
record it?’ So we bought 
$57 worth of recording 
equipment and started 
recording live talks. We 
forwarded them to an 
audio engineer” and he 
put it together as a show.

“It is extremely 
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Pumpkins throughout 
history: You see pump-
kins everywhere these 
days, from pumpkin spice 
lattes and donuts to scent-
ed dish soap, though, 
have you ever wondered 
about the history of the 
pumpkin?

Pumpkins are thought 
to have originated in 
North America, with 
ancient containers of 
stored pumpkin seeds 
from Mexico dating back 
as far as 7000 BC.

In fact, many Native 
American tribes used the 
seeds and flesh of pump-
kins as a staple in their 
diet, centuries before the 
pilgrims landed. They 
also took strips of pump-
kin, dried them and 
wove them into mats.

After arriving in 
America, colonists adopt-
ed the pumpkin into their 
own diet, using them in 
a variety of stews, soups 
and desserts. Pumpkin 
pie is thought to have 
originated from when 
colonists sliced off the 
pumpkin top, removing 
the seeds and filling it 
with milk, spices and 
honey, where it was 
baked in hot ashes.

Pumpkins were orig-
inally known to Native 
Americans as isqoutm 
squash. The word pump-
kin originates from the 
word peon, which is 
Greek for “large melon.”

The French adapted the 
word to pompon, which 
was changed to pumpion 
by the British. Eventually, 
this member of the 
cucurbita family became 
known as pumpkin by the 
American colonists.

Did you know…?
-The largest pumpkin 

ever grown weighed 
1,140 pounds

-Eighty percent of the 
pumpkin supply in the 
United States is available 
in October

-The largest pumpkin 
pie ever made weighted 
3,699 pounds

-Pumpkins were once 
recommended for remov-
ing freckles and curing 
snake bites

-Pumpkins are grown 
on every continent except 
Antarctica

-There are more than 
45 different varieties of 
pumpkins

-Every part of a pump-
kin is edible (Yes, even 
the stem!)

-Pumpkins are techni-
cally fruit, though most 
think of them as vegeta-
bles

-Each pumpkin has 
about 500 seeds

-The “Pumpkin Capital 
of the World” is Morton, 
Illinois, home to Libby’s 
pumpkin industry
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Pennsylvania’s governor is call-
ing for the legalization of recreation-
al marijuana, but local legislators 
say now is not the time.

On Wednesday, Gov. Tom Wolf 
and Lt. Gov. John Fetterman held 
a press conference in Harrisburg 
to announce the findings from 
Fetterman’s statewide listening tour.

“The lieutenant governor 
made good on his promise to 
visit all 67 counties to hear from 
Pennsylvanians about whether or 
not they support the legalization of 
adult-use recreational marijuana in 
the state,” Wolf said. “And among 
the many who voiced their opin-
ions, the majority supported legal-
ization.”

Local 
legislators 
say no to 
legal pot
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Graham’s Greenhouse and Landscaping employees Courtney Clarke, from left, and Kayla 
Taylor arrange a variety of colorful mums at the East Main Street shop in Bradford Thursday 
for customers interested in decorating homes and yards this fall. The two also helped decorate 
a float at Graham’s that will serve as a hayride at the annual Pumpkin Fest from noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday in downtown Bradford. Graham’s will also have a booth with mums at the festival.

Upcoming ‘Sean of the South’ 
show celebrates rural America
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Sean Dietrich will be performing in Bradford on Oct. 17 as a presentation of Bradford Creative and 
Performing Arts Center.

The public is invited 
to attend the swearing in 
ceremony for the Hon. 
Shawn T. McMahon, 
President Judge of the 
59th Judicial District of 
Pennsylvania, which 
will take place at 
11 a.m. on Oct. 11 in 
the Main Courtroom of 
the Cameron County 
Courthouse, 20 E. 5th 
Street, Emporium, 
Pennsylvania.

McMahon, 44, a 
Democrat, previously 
served as the Elk County 
district attorney   

beginning in 2013. When 
President Judge Richard 
Masson retired, McMahon 
sought election for the 
position.

McMahon was nomi-
nated by Gov. Tom Wolf 
to fill the judgeship 
for the remainder of 
the year following the 
results of the May pri-
mary, when he captured 
both the Republican and 
Democratic nominations 
and became the presump-
tive winner of the posi-
tion. He was confirmed to 
the bench in June.

McMahon is a 1993 
graduate of Ridgway Area 
High School, a 1997 grad-
uate of Clarion University 
of Pennsylvania, Bachelor 
of Science in Business 
Administration, Magna 
Cum Laude, and a 
2004 graduate of Ohio 
Northern University 
Claude W. Pettit College 
of Law, Juris Doctorate. 

In July 2004, McMahon 
successfully passed the 
Pennsylvania Bar Exam 
and subsequently was 
admitted in October 

2004 to practice law in 
the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court.

In 2013 McMahon was 
first elected Elk County 
District Attorney and in 
2017, ran unopposed for 
re-election as Elk County 
District Attorney for a 
four-year term beginning 
Jan. 1, 2018.

McMahon resides in 
Ridgway with his wife, 
Kathy, and daughter, 
Karissa.

McMahon to be sworn in as 
President Judge for Elk, Cameron counties
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