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ELK HISTORY: The 
elk herd in Elk County 
includes around 1,400 elk.

The story of the elk’s 
successful return to the 
state begins in 1913, 
when the animals were 
reintroduced as animals 
from Yellowstone were 
relocated. The first Elk 
census was held in 1971 
and recorded about 65 
animals. The numbers 
fluctuated, according to 
information from HD 
OnTap, which provides 
access to a live webcam 
showing the elk herd.

Some years, herd num-
bers were as low as 35, 
due to farmers protecting 
their crops and shooting 
elk. A brain worm also hit 
the herd in 1973-74. This 
was caused by accidental-
ly eating snails and slugs 
while feeding on grass.

However, from 1973-
1981, the herd increased 
to around 135, with credit 
going to habitat improve-
ments and less exposure 
to brain worm.

The first elk was fitted 
with a marking collar in 
1981, this gave the game 
commission information 
about the elk’s food pref-
erences, seasonal move-
ments and habitat uses.

In the 90’s, the popu-
lation soared by an esti-
mated 566. The comeback 
story was ultimately a 
success due to increased 
use of deterrent fencing, 
specialized habitat man-
agement and heightened 
public awareness

Meanwhile, in 2000, 
the General Assembly and 
Gov. Tom Ridge enacted 
Act 111, which created an 
elk hunting license, and 
fees and procedures for 
applying for the special 
permit. After much delib-
erating with the com-
munity it was decided 
that Pennsylvania’s first 
elk hunt in more than 70 
years would be conducted 
later that year.

More than 50,000 
individuals submitted 
applications to be part 
of Pennsylvania’s first 
elk hunt in more than 70 
years; 30 were selected for 
licenses; 27 shot elk.

The elk population 
bounced back but the 
PA Game Commission 
continues to work hard 
to ensure the elk popula-
tion continues to thrive 
in Pennsylvania. They 
encourage education 
about Elk and remind us 
to remain Elk Smart to 
keep elk wild.

View the Elk Cam at 
https://hdontap.com by 
clicking “Live Cams” and 
“Animals” and searching 
for PA Game Elk Cam.
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On Tuesday, state offi-
cials amended the guide-
lines for safe gathering 
limits, allowing for more 
people at indoor and out-
door events.

Gov. Tom Wolf and 
Secretary of Health Dr. 
Rachel Levine called the 
change a gradual adjust-
ment, and noted that 
mask-wearing and social 
distancing are necessary 
to proceed safely.

“Pennsylvanians must 
continue to social dis-
tance and wear masks as 
we prepare to fight the 
virus through the fall 
and winter,” Wolf said. 
“Regardless of the size 
of an event or gather-
ing, those things are still 
imperative to stopping 
the spread of COVID. 
We know everyone has 
sacrificed in many ways 
and today’s announce-
ment reflects a gradual 
adjustment to our lives 

as we learn how we can 
do things safely until we 
have a cure, or an effec-
tive vaccine is widely 
available.”

Levine said the results 
will be monitored.

“We will closely mon-
itor cases and outbreaks 
and if our case investiga-
tion and contact tracing 
efforts determine that 
events or gatherings are 
the source of an outbreak, 
we can and will dial back 
these new limits,” Levine 
said. “Public health and 
safety are our first con-
cern and will always 
remain as such.”

Starting on Friday, 
amended orders will 
allow for venue occupan-
cy limits to play a bigger 
role in determining the 
number of people per-
mitted both inside and 
outside of events or gath-
erings.

According to state 
officials, an event or 
gathering is defined as a 
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Gov. Tom Wolf answers a question as Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine 
looks on during a press conference during a visit to Susquehanna Township 
Police headquarters on Aug 3. 

Wolf, Levine amend guidelines 
on safe gathering limits
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The John Williams Fall 
Festival, set for 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, will 
provide an opportunity 
to get out and enjoy some 
traditional fall fun in a 
year when events have 
been limited or all virtual. 
The event will be held on 
Pine Street in the parking 
lot located at the rear of 
John Williams European 
Pastry Shop.

Even the weather 
seems to be in favor, with 
partly sunny skies and a 
high of 71 predicted for 
the Bradford area during 
Saturday’s fun.

Joe Frombach, owner 
of the restaurant and bak-
ery, is putting together 
an event of this scope for 
the first time. His hope is 
to provide area residents 
with a fun outing and lots 

John Williams to hold Saturday festival
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This seasonal mural will be the backdrop of this year’s John Williams Fall Festival.Festival ...  page A-10
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The last of summer blooms are dying as we continue deeper into the fall season 
and closer to the first snow fall.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

People can begin 
signing up today as 
recipients of The Era’s 
Less Fortunate (ELF) 
Fund.

Through the 
program, volun-
teer gift-givers buy 
Christmas gifts for 
needy children and 
seniors who live in the 
Bradford Area School 
District. Participants 
must be age 17 and 
younger or age 60 and 
older and fall into the 
WIC income guidelines.

Applications are due 
by Oct. 23.

“New this year due 
to COVID-19 restric-
tions, everything will 
be done online, not in 
person,” said ELF Fund 
President Ed Hayden.

Visit https://app.
elffund.org to apply.

Applicants can fill 
out their application on 

their home computers, 
but for anyone who 
needs some assistance, 
there is help, Hayden 
said.

Parents and seniors 
can call the Bradford 
Area Public Library to 
schedule an appoint-
ment to use a computer 
there, or seniors can call 
the Greater Bradford 
Senior Activity Center 
for assistance.

Starting today, 
seniors can call the 
senior center to make 
appointments, which 
will be held between 

ELF Fund 
application process 

begins today
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