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WALK: April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.

Today, at 10 a.m., a 
Stand Against Child 
Abuse awareness 
walk will begin at the 
Smethport Firehall and 
end at the McKean 
County Courthouse.

A brief ceremony will 
be held at the courthouse 
and pinwheels will be 
planted. The event is 
intended to increase your 
awareness of community 
resources and steps to 
take if someone close to 
you experiences child 
abuse.

———
TRADITION: Joe 

Cucuzza let us know that 
he found the May flowers.

He, his wife and their 
canine companion were 
out hunting for leeks 
in the Lewis Run area 
Sunday and happened 
upon the flowers. He did 
say they were on the look-
out for them, as this is the 
time of year to find the 
flowers growing.

Cacuzza noted the 
flower discovery is a bit 
later than usual, but he 
attributed that to the 
recent snow we experi-
enced.

———
TODAY: Today is 

National Cinnamon Roll 
Day. Enjoy a sweet treat 
in honor of the day.

Meanwhile, today 
is also National Farm 
Animals Day, National 
Siblings Day and Record 
Store Day.

Some of the top record 
stores still open in the US 
include T-Bone’s Records 
& Cafe in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi — which 
has an app to assist with 
shopping; Electric Fetus 
in Minneapolis — which 
has been in operation 
since 1968; Amoeba Music 
in Los Angeles, Shake it 
Records in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and Milkcrate Cafe 
in Philadelphia.

It is also National 
Encourage a Young 
Writer Day. So if you 
know a child or teen that 
likes to write, encourage 
them as they pick up 
a pen or sit down to a 
word document on the 
computer today.
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Sunny /A-10
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
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The St. Marys attor-
ney who is implicated 
with his brother in a 
cryptocurrency hedge 
fund scheme has 
responded to federal 
officials with his claim 
of innocence, while his 
brother is invoking his 
right to remain silent.

Sean Hvizdzak, 34, 
through attorney David 
Bernardinelli, and 
Shane Hvizdzak, 32, 
of Bradford, through 
attorney Efrem Grail, 
each filed responses to 

Hvizdzaks file 
responses to 

SEC’s amended 
fraud complaint
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Legislation is currently 
under consideration by 
Pennsylvania lawmakers 
that would prohibit trans-
gender individuals from 
competing in women’s 
sports.

Rep. Clint Owlett, 
R-Wellsboro, was one of 
the state representatives 
that introduced the bill.

“I joined several col-
leagues this week in intro-
ducing such legislation in 
response to an executive 
order by President Joe 
Biden that attempts to 
require biological males 
be permitted to com-
pete on women’s sports 
teams,” said Owlett in an 
op-ed submitted to The 
Era recently.

State Rep. Martin 
Causer, R-Turtlepoint, 
voiced a similar opin-
ion when contacted 

Wednesday.
“If biological males are 

permitted to compete in 

Owlett, Causer support 
ban on transgender 

participation 
in women’s sports
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By ERA STAFF
news@bradfordera.com

WARREN — Two for-
est fires are burning in 
Warren, each estimated at 
100 acres in size.

The District 15 wildfire 
suppression crew, from 
McKean County, was 
dispatched Thursday 
evening to help with the 
Hemlock Road fire in 
Glade Township.

The Allegheny 
National Fish Hatchery 
is at the end of Hemlock 
Road by the Kinzua Dam, 
while the other end of the 
road is near the bridge 
over the Allegheny River 
on U.S. Route 6, near 
United Refining.

Pennsylvania State 
Forest Fire Warden Dan 
Burkhouse reported 
that the District 15 crew 
constructed a fire line 
and performed burn-out 
operation until midnight 
Friday morning. Crew 

members returned to the 
fire line at 7 a.m. Friday 
and did cold trail and 
mop up work. Two bull-
dozers were brought in to 
improve fire line condi-
tions, he said.

On Thursday, an 
air tanker made sever-
al drops on the blaze. 
Several volunteer fire 
departments from Warren 
County have been on the 
scene, protecting struc-
tures in the area.

The crew returned 
home at 3:30 p.m. Friday, 
and was awaiting word 
on whether another crew 
would be needed today. 
Burkhouse said the crew 
was led by himself, and 
fellow fire wardens Tim 
Burkhouse and Tim 
Crissman.

Meanwhile, a wildfire 
at Cobham Hill Road in 
Tidioute has burned over 
100 acres since it was 

Wildfires burning in Warren County
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District 15 crew members work to cut in a fire line to stop the advancing fire.

The Easter bunny came to LHK for a visit with some very special gifts for 
every resident. Thank you to the individuals and organizations who made 
crocheted Easter eggs and cards for our residents to enjoy.  Pictured here 
are: LHK resident Mary Wallace thanking the Easter bunny for the very 
thoughtful gifts.
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The Crook Farm Trail is already in use as the weather slowly warms. 
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