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DAYS: You know 
those ‘awareness day’ cal-
endars that seem to have 
a day set aside for every-
thing? We were surprised 
when we looked at what 
today is.

For starters, in 
Alaska, it’s Alascattalo 
Day. Never heard of it? 
Neither had we. It seems 
those folks in Alaska 
have a sense of humor, 
as the alascattalo is a 
fictitious animal that is 
a cross between a moose 
and a walrus — try pic-
turing that.

The fictional creature 
was said to have been 
bred by minors during the 
Alaskan gold rush around 
the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. It’s thought to have 
come about as a response 
to stupid questions asked 
by visitors.

Created by Steven C. 
Levi, a commercial writer 
who works in Anchorage, 
Alaska, the Alascattalo 
Day Parade is the “lon-
gest running shortest 
parade in American his-
tory.” The parade runs 
one block in an alley, 
and has been held every 
year for at least 25 years. 
Awards have been given 
for the smallest and ugli-
est float — it needs to be 
both to win.

The day honors 
Alaskan humor, says Levi 
in a story printed in the 
Anchorage Press in 2017.

“When it comes to tall 
tales, Alaskans are king.

“And Alaskans have 
such easy marks! For the 
most part, Outsiders, I.E., 
people from the Lower 
48, are amazingly igno-
rant when it comes to 
Alaska. Though Alaska 
is a state of the United 
States, many Americans 
continue to believe that 
it is a different country, 
uses another form of 
currency and requires 
a visa for travel. These 
same people, many of 
them with college edu-
cations, also fervently 
believe that Alaska is 
a land of ice and snow 
where the residents 
live in igloos and ranch 
penguins. In fact, in 
downtown Anchorage it 
is not uncommon to hear 
tourists actually asking 
which restaurants serve 
blubber stew, the loca-
tion of the nearest igloo, 
or where the Northern 
Lights go when the sun 
is up for twenty-hours a 
day.”
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Bradford Area School District will be switch-
ing to remote learning after the Thanksgiving 
break for at least a week, Superintendent 
Katharine Pude announced Friday.

In a letter sent out to district families, the 
superintendent noted that McKean County is 
now in its second consecutive week of “substan-
tial community spread” of COVID-19. The state 
departments of health and education recommend 
that counties with substantial spread covert to 
remote learning until the situation changes.

“Unfortunately, most of the community 
spread in McKean County is centered in the 
Bradford area and although all of our early cases 
originated outside of the district, we have begun 
to see spread within our schools,” Pude said in 
the letter.

“Although we have been able to mitigate the 
effects through quarantining and carefully adher-
ing to our safety plan, we will be unable to sus-
tain this level of intervention should it continue,” 
she continued. “To date, we have had to quar-
antine over 60 staff members and approximately 
200 students across our district to ensure that the 
virus does not spread.”

After the holiday, “during which people will 
attend large gatherings or travel against current 
recommendations,” remote learning will be the 
safest way to resume instruction on Dec. 1, Pude 
said. “School will be online for the remainder 
of that week and we will return to in-person 
instruction on December 7th if it is safe to do so.”

During that week, the district will work with 
the health department, and will be in contact 
with families to determine what students and 
staff should be quarantined, and which ones may 
return to the school buildings on Dec. 7.

“Students identified with complex learning 
needs would start in-person instruction on 
December 3rd — this would also give us two 
days to ensure that we can appropriately provide 
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A message of UNITY above a wooden U.S. flag in the front lawn of a home in 
Eldred, PA displays the trying times we are all in.  
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In one week’s time, 
the counties of McKean, 
Elk, Potter and Cameron 
together have seen an 
additional 205 cases of 
COVID-19.

From Nov. 13 to Friday, 
McKean County had 
87 additional cases, Elk 
County had 86, Potter 
County had 31 and 
Cameron County had 
one, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

As of Friday’s report-
ing, Elk County saw an 
increase of 14 cases to 407 
total, McKean County, 
five more cases to 332, 
and Potter, two more 
cases to 125. Cameron 
County remained at 17.

In Bradford, there 
were three additional 
confirmed cases, for 128 
total, while there were 
two fewer probable cases, 
for a total of 22. Kane 
saw two additional cases 
for 36 confirmed and five 
probable. Smethport had 
two additional cases as 
well, for 26 confirmed and 
1 to 4 probable.

In Elk County, St. 
Marys had an increase 
of six cases for a total 
of 191 confirmed and 
15 probable. Ridgway 
had one additional case 
for 47 confirmed and 13 
probable. Johnsonburg 
had four additional cases 
for 43 confirmed and 
nine probable. Kersey 
had two more cases for 
18 confirmed and 1 to 4 
probable. Weedville had 
two additional cases for 
17 confirmed and 1 to 4 
probable.

In Potter County, 
Coudersport had one 
additional case for 39 con-
firmed and five probable, 
while Shinglehouse had 
one additional case for 
21 confirmed and 1 to 4 

probable.
According to the health 

department, two nursing 
home facilities in Elk 
County have had cases of 
COVID-19 in 74 patients 
and 30 staff, and there 
has been one death. In 
McKean County, six facil-
ities have had COVID-
19 in 9 patients and 13 
staff. In Potter County, 
two facilities have had 
COVID-19 cases, one in a 
resident and one in a staff 
member.

The Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
indicated Friday that 
there were 6,808 addi-
tional positive cases of 
COVID-19, bringing the 
statewide total to 295,786.

There were 2,952 
individuals hospitalized 
with COVID-19. Of that 
number, 659 patients are 
in the intensive care unit 
with COVID-19. Most of 
the patients hospitalized 
are ages 65 or older, and 
most of the deaths have 
occurred in patients 65 or 
older.

As of Friday, Potter 
County had three patients 
hospitalized with COVID-
19, two of whom were in 
the intensive care unit. 
Elk County had two 
patients hospitalized as 
of Friday, while McKean 
County had one patient in 
ICU who was on a venti-
lator.

The trend in the 
14-day moving average 
of the number of hospi-
talized patients per day 
has increased by nearly 
1,800 since the end of 
September.

The number of tests 
administered within the 
last seven days between 
Nov. 13 and 19 is 393,010 
with 40,122 positive 
cases. There were 54,209 
test results reported to 
the department through 
10 p.m., Nov. 19.

Region sees 
more than 200 

cases in week’s time

(The University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford is 
restoring a lost 19th century 
masterwork painting that 
hung in the Emery Hotel. In 
1964, the hotel was reincar-
nated as one of the univer-
sity’s first residence halls. 
Once “The Emery” became a 
dormitory, the painting was 
stashed for safe keeping and 
forgotten for 55 years. This 
third installment features 
Pitt-Bradford students tak-
ing part in the work.)

A quartet of University 
of Pittsburgh at Bradford 
students is taking part in 
a unique hands-on learn-
ing experience this fall 
that combines art, history, 
research and videography.

The students have 
been involved in the 

university’s Emery Art 
Restoration Project and a 
documentary film being 
made about the conser-
vation of the 19th century 
painting and its connec-
tion to Bradford history.

The painting — a 
large oil canvas by Italian 
master artist Tommaso 
Juglaris — was found 
last year in a Bradford 
warehouse, having been 
moved there in the 1960s 
when the university pur-
chased a downtown hotel 
to serve as its first resi-
dence hall.

Pitt-Bradford hired 
conservators Jeffrey 
Johnson and Jacintha 

Clark of Harrisburg to 
restore both the 15-foot 
by 9-foot painting and its 
large and ornate wood 
and plaster frame.

Johnson and Clark 
stabilized and removed 
the painting from the 
warehouse during the 
summer and took it to 
their Harrisburg work-
shop for cleaning and 
beginning restoration. 
The painting and frame 
returned to Bradford Nov. 
9 and entered their new 
home, Blaisdell Hall at 
Pitt-Bradford.

Although cleaned, 

Part III: A learning opportunity

Emery art project 
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work hands-on 
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Pitt-Bradford senior Danica Andrews films restoration work on the massive wood 
and plaster frame being restored as part of the Emery Art Restoration Project.
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Temperatures rise on Friday afternoon. Cooler temperatures for the week-
end are expected. 
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