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Name the Rover: There 
is still time to vote for the 
name for NASA’s newest 
Rover. Visit https://mars.
nasa.gov/mars2020/par-
ticipate/name-the-rover/ 
and click on one of the 
nine finalists.

Over 28,000 essays 
were received from stu-
dents to name the Rover.

Finalists in Grades 
K-4 were the names 
Promise, Endurance and 
Tenacity. Meanwhile, 
finalists in Grades 5-8 
were Clarity, Vision and 
Perseverance and the 
finalists for Grades 9-12 
were Ingenuity, Courage 
and Fortitude.

So far, 190,000 votes 
have been cast in the 
United States, more 
than 22,000 in Turkey 
and 9,500 in the United 
Kingdom. Residents of 
Canada and India have 
each submitted 7,000 
votes on the potential 
name, while Romanians 
have cast 6,800 votes and 
Germans have cast 5,000 
votes.

The voting will be 
considered as part of 
NASA’s naming process. 
The official name for the 
Rover will be announced 
in March 2020.

———
Love is in the air: 

The US Department of 
the Interior is asking for 
people to share their love 
stories before Valentine’s 
Day. According to offi-
cials, “America’s public 
lands are the perfect 
backdrop to a great love 
story. We’re getting ready 
for our annual Valentine’s 
Day video, and we need 
your help. Send your vid-
eos and photos of your 
weddings, proposals and 
special moments with 
your significant other in 
national parks, wildlife 
refuges and other public 
lands to newmedia@ios.
doi.gov.”

Those submitting 
these special memories 
are asked to remove 
watermarks, list the loca-
tion and submit videos 
and photos no later than 
Feb. 7. Those chosen will 
be featured in a special 
Valentine’s Day video.

Last year’s video was 
three minutes long and 
titled “Love American 
Style: Happy Valentine’s 
Day!” and can be seen on 
YouTube.
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The Eldred World War II Museum will host a pro-
gram at 2 p.m. Saturday commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz.

Curator Steve Appleby will give a historical over-
view of the camp, and then Deborah Hamilton, a 
social studies teacher for the Northern Potter School 
District, will speak of her experiences traveling 
through Poland. Hamilton explained her goal each 
time she speaks is to create a human connection to the 
tragedy of the Holocaust.

“We often look at the Holocaust as a terrible event 
that happened a long time ago and we are disconnect-
ed from it. Anti-Semetic beliefs and attacks against the 
Jews continue to happen even in 2020 and it is import-
ant to remember that nothing positive can come from 
hate,” she said.

“By continuing to educate my students and the 
community about the Holocaust, we are putting the 
human element back in the story,” Hamilton said. 
“When we talk about statistics, it is easy to lose the 
human element. We have to remember that each of 
these millions of people had a family, a story, and a 
life that was cut way too short because of the inhu-
manity of other human beings.”

Hamilton explained that a group of teachers 
from across the United States were selected to travel 
through Poland visiting towns, cities, concentration 
camps, and death camps, and Hamilton was one of 
those chosen in 2018. They learned about Jewish life 
and how, with the rise of the Nazi party, people were 
extinguished by the millions fom Europe.

“The trip was very educational and emotional. 
Visiting the camps and bearing witness to the con-
sequences of hate at times was crippling,” Hamilton 
said. “We learned the stories of specific families 
and how they were separated and sent to death. We 
walked the tracks. I came home feeling empowered to 

Auschwitz anniversary: Retain the humanity of tragedy
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Deborah Hamilton, who teaches in the Northern Potter School District, will speak 
Saturday, sharing her experiences visiting Auschwitz and other historic sites in 
Poland.
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O-E one of 50 PA 
districts called out on 

religious speech
By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Otto-Eldred School District is one 
of 50 Pennsylvania school districts 
accused of maintaining unconstitu-
tional policies regarding religious 
speech.

On Wednesday, the Independence 
Law Center issued a press release to 
make media outlets aware they have 
“notified over 50 Pennsylvania school 
districts of their unconstitutional pol-
icies that target religious speech and 
are now calling on them to make the 
necessary changes to their policies 
and student handbooks.”

Otto-Eldred officials have not 
received any complaints in regard 
to these policies from concerned 
parents. However, in response to the 
Independence Law Center’s commu-
nication, changes may be forthcom-
ing.

“ I am not aware of any past actions 
or practices that would be construed 
to limit religious speech or student 
expression in our school,” said Matt 

Splain, Otto-Eldred Superintendent.
“Any school administrator is 

well-versed in the outcome of the 
1969 Tinker v Des Moines Supreme 
Court Case. Only student expression 
that infringes on the rights of others 
or that has a disruptive impact on 
the educational environment can be 
restricted. Our current policy was 
provided by PSBA in 2002. The rights 
of our students have not changed 
since then, however, interpretation of 
law and clarity of written policy may 
have. Our policy and more recent 
policies from local districts reference 
the same chapter in the Pennsylvania 
School Code.”

While the policy has not led to any 
infringement on student rights, Splain 
is aware that the fact times have 
changed does mean the specific word-
ing of the policy could be misleading.

“I do feel the language needs to be 
updated to better reflect PA School 
Code and the rights guaranteed by 
the First Amendment,” he said. “The 
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Business After Hours, 
hosted by Bradford Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Bradford 
Chocolate Factory, 
was held at 7 Main St. 
Thursday.

Business minds of the 
community gathered to 
network and socialize 
while enjoying sweet 
treats. Sponge candy, 
Coco the bear-shaped 
cookies and various fla-
vors of chocolate seemed 
to appeal to those in 
attendance, while items 
waited nearby to take a 
dip in chocolate fondue. 
In a separate spread, 
meatballs were a popular 
choice for those seeking 
out the not-so-sweet 
options.

A special discount was 
available for those who 
attended and were willing 
to take a short walk to the 
Chocolate Factory itself.

Tim Gigliotti, co-owner 
of The Bradford Chocolate 
Factory, reported that the 
candy store is still a popu-
lar stop for area residents.

“We have been see-
ing very good support 
(from the community),” 
Gigliotti said.

Chocolatier Bob 
Pascarella said that he has 
been hard at work main-
taining the inventory of 
sponge candy, along with 
the many other delecta-
ble treats the Chocolate 
Factory carries.

“It’s more than what 
I expected,” he said of 

the candy’s popularity. 
Pascarella couldn’t pin-
point a specific flavor that 
was popular over others. 
However, he explained 
that he’s making certain 
flavors regularly and still 
has time for a new flavor 
every so often.

“I’m trying to make 
one for each new season, 
to keep everyone on their 
toes,” he noted.

Pascarella wasn’t 
ready to share any hints 
at what to expect, but 
chocolate fans should 
keep an eye out for a new 
flavor of sponge candy for 
Valentine’s Day.

How sweet it is

The Bradford 
Chocolate 
Factory 
featured at 
business after 
hours 
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Business After Hours provided a chance to socialize and network Thursday. The 
event was hosted by the Bradford Area Chamber of Commerce and the Bradford 
Chocolate Factory.


