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Today’s Weather:
Showers and thunderstorms are 

expected throughout the day. Highs 
will be near 77 degrees.  For tonight’s 
forecast see A-8.

KINZUA: When we 
say world famous Kinzua 
Skywalk, we really mean 
it.

The Times of India 
ran an article on the most 
“terrifying, yet exciting 
glass platforms” that vis-
itors can walk for a “rush 
of adventure!”

Number five on the list 
was the Kinzua Skywalk, 
with a brief synopsis of 
its original construction 
in the 1880s, the tornado 
in 2003 and the rebirth 
as a pedestrian walkway 
with the glass platform 
for thrill seekers to look 
down at the floor of the 
Kinzua Gorge.

We thank Linda 
Devlin, executive direc-
tor of the Allegheny 
National Forest Visitors 
Bureau, for bringing it to 
our attention.

We think most people 
in McKean County feel 
a little ownership of the 
bridge. Most remember 
going there as a child, 
where someone in the 
family was alway too skit-
tish to walk across while 
the children hopped from 
rail to rail as if the ground 
weren’t 300 feet below 
them.

Hiking underneath 
was also fun, looking 
up at the massive towers 
that sure seemed inde-
structible to the children 
who played along the 
creek and path in the 
Gorge.

Imagine how many 
photo albums have pic-
tures of the leaves turning 
that colorful autumn pal-
ette with families posing 
in the foreground.

How many walls 
feature framed portraits 
of people taken either 
on or under the bridge, 
or on an overlook with 
the bridge in the back-
ground?

Each year, thousands 
of people from around the 
world stop by the Mount 
Jewett landmark. Thanks 
to efforts from the Kinzua 
Bridge Foundation, there 
is a unique playground — 
train-themed, of course — 
where the youngsters can 
run off some energy while 
the rest of the group 
enjoys the serenity and 
the view.

By SALLY RYAN COSTIK 
Bradford Landmark Society

The news was greeted 
with happy enthusiasm 
by teachers throughout 
the area: after a hiatus of 
two years, the Bradford 
Landmark Society will 
again host the Crook 
Farm School Program for 
4th grade students from 
Pennsylvania and New 
York State schools. This 
year’s program will be 
held May 16 through June 
10.

Participating in the 
School Program each 
spring has become a tradi-
tion among local schools. 
Nearly 30,000 students 
have been a part of the 
School Program since it 
began 43 years ago and 
this year almost 600 stu-
dents are scheduled to 
attend.

Held at the historic 
Crook Farm, a living his-
tory museum located five 

miles north of Bradford 
on Seaward Avenue, this 
unique educational pro-
gram offers students a 
glimpse of typical 19th 
century farm life as well 
as experiencing lessons in 
a one room schoolhouse 
classroom.

Named for Erastus 
and Betsy Crook, early 
Tuna Valley pioneers, the 
Crook farm was placed 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1976 
during the Bicentennial 
year. The complex con-
sists of the original 1850 
era Crook family farm-
house, summer kitchen, 
barn, blacksmith shop, 
carpenter shop, weavers’ 
shed, candle shop, one 
room schoolhouse, and a 
replica of the first bank in 
Bradford.

The program was 
founded in 1979 by local 

The Crook Farm School Program begins again
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Crook Farm School Program director Judy Yorks stands before a class of local 
school children who are attending the School Program. Children from participat-
ing elementary schools are divided into two groups; one group attends the one 
room schoolhouse in the morning while the other group participates in hands-on 
activities and demonstrations at the lower half of the farm, including the weavers 
shed, candle shop, house, carpenter shop and barn. After lunch, the two groups 
switch. This group of children is preparing to recite a famous proverb or saying 
as part of an old fashioned lesson.
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The Bradford Hospital 
Foundation recently elect-
ed Ron Orris as chairman 
of its board of directors.

Orris, a BHF board 
member for six years, 
serves as executive direc-
tor at the Philo and Sarah 
Blaisdell Foundation. 
He worked as city con-
troller for the City of 
Bradford for 26 years, 
executive director of the 
Bradford Area Chamber 
of Commerce and serves 
as board chairman for 
Futures Rehabilitation 
Center Inc., the Bradford 
Water Authority, McKean 

County SPCA Foundation, 
Bradford YWCA 
Endowment Committee, 
and the finance and 
pastoral committees at 
St. Bernard’s Catholic 
Church. He received the 
Bradford Area Chamber 
of Commerce Director’s 
Award, University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford’s 
Presidential Medal of 
Distinction and the 
George G. Blaisdell 
YMCA Community 
Service Award.

“I am so pleased to 
have Ron’s leadership and 
look forward to working 

together as we venture 
into our next chapter as a 
health system,” said Stacy 
Shotts Williams, executive 
director, BH Foundation.

“I’ve truly enjoyed 
working with Paul Ridley, 
outgoing board chairman, 
and I already appreciate 
his expertise serving as 
treasurer. Bill Pantuso, 
vice chairman, and Stan 
Pecora, secretary, along 
with the entire board, 
have been great support 
to me as I finish my 
first year as executive 
director. I’m grateful for 
the encouragement and 

support of not 
only the executive 
committee but the 
entire board. Each 
member is dedicat-
ed to the success of 
our health system,” 
Williams said.

Orris spoke of 
his excitement for 
the new role.

“It is my 
pleasure to 
accept the chair-
manship of the 
Bradford Hospital 
Foundation. 
Initially, I served 

Bradford Hospital Foundation 
names new board chairman
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WASHINGTON — On Friday, 
U.S. Senators Bob Casey, D-Pa. and 
Patty Murray, D-Wash., led 30 of their 
Democratic colleagues in sending a 
letter to Mardi Mountford, president 
of the Infant Nutrition Council of 
America, calling on infant formula 
manufacturers to make every effort 
possible to get parents and families 
the formula they need to feed their 
kids.

“We write to express our concern 
about the infant formula supply 
shortage which is making it harder 
for parents and caregivers nationwide 
to get their children the nourishment 
they need. Formula is a critical source 
of nutrition for newborns and infants, 
and this supply shortage has put their 
health and development at risk. We 
are calling on you and your member 
companies to take immediate action 
and ensure that infant formula man-
ufacturers are making every effort to 
mitigate this dangerous shortage and 
get children the nourishment they 
need,” wrote the senators.

Over the past several months, and 
particularly in light of the massive 

recall following contaminated for-
mula from Abbott Nutrition, a major 
supplier, it has become increasingly 
difficult for families to access infant 
formula. As noted in Huffington Post, 
Casey and Murray quickly demanded 
more information from Abbott in light 
of the recall back in February. Casey 
also requested information from the 
FDA on what steps the agency was 
taking to ensure infant formula stays 
on shelves, as well as details of its 
investigation into Abbott.

In the letter to the Infant Nutrition 
Council of America yesterday, Casey 
and Murray and their colleagues 
stressed how dire the situation is for 
families, and urged formula manufac-
turers to take action to increase infant 
formula production and distribution, 
and prevent future supply chain dis-
ruptions.

“This shortage has placed an 
unacceptable burden on parents and 
caregivers and has put the health of 
babies and infants at risk. For many 
families, infant formula is critical 
for ensuring their children receive 

Casey, colleagues call on 
infant formula manufacturers 

to increase production

U.S. Senate Photographic Studio-John Klemmer

U.S. Sen. Robert P. Casey Robert Jr., D-PA FORMULA ...  page A-8


