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CLAIM THE TRAIL 
WALK: You’re probably 
one of the thousands of 
people who walk along 
the Richard E. McDowell 
Community Trail each 
year. It’s no secret that 
the trail is perfect for 
walking and running, 
pushing babies in strollers 
or watching children ride 
bikes, walking dogs, and 
catching a glimpse of the 
surrounding wildlife.

It’s also the perfect 
place to enjoy some 
peace and quiet, to be 
enriched and uplifted.

It’s not a place for 
hate.

The University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford 
is inviting Bradford res-
idents to the Hate Has 
No Home Here Claim the 
Trail Walk at 6 p.m. today. 
The purpose of the event 
is for everyone to get 
together and take a firm 
stand that hate in any 
form and against anyone 
will not be tolerated on 
the trail and to make it 
clear that everyone who 
uses the trail is treated 
with respect and dignity 
by other users.

The walk was orga-
nized after an African 
American female student 
at Pitt-Bradford was walk-
ing the trail last week and 
was called a derogatory 
term by two white males 
accompanied by a child.

The trail should be a 
place only of beauty, not 
ugliness.

The Hate Has No 
Home Here Claim the 
Trail Walk will begin 
in the parking lot of 
the Richard E. and 
Ruth McDowell Sport 
and Fitness Center. 
Participants will walk 
the trail to Clarks Lane 
then turn around and 
return to the parking lot.

If you participate, 
please remember to wear 
a mask and maintain 
physical distance.
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These teal ribbons along Main Street Tuesday reminded people to “Respect 
Boundaries.” Also written on them is the URL to a page about consent that is found on 
the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape’s website: pcar.org/consent. YWCA Bradford 
asked residents to wear teal Tuesday for the Sexual Awareness Month Day of Action to 
show their support for survivors of sexual harassment and abuse.

Day of Action

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Saturday will be a 
day to celebrate books in 
Emporium.

Two book-related 
events will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday at Aroma 
Cafe & Restaurant: a 
book-signing and a kick-
off for Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library pro-
gram.

Thanks to funding by 
the Cameron County com-
missioners, Hometown 
Mentors Inc. is now 
partnering with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library, according to 
Cathy Swarmer, HMI’s 

volunteer executive direc-
tor.

She said the book-sign-
ing will feature several 
three local authors who 
are all Emporium natives: 
Susie Singer, Barbara 
Williams Ryan and Ken 
Ostrum. Their books are 
published by HMI.

HMI is an Emporium-
based nonprofit that seeks 
to improve the local com-
munity.

Singer is the author 
of “A Duck Named 
Puddles,” Ryan is author 
of “The Mysterious 
Monster on Gingerbread 
Lane” and Ostrum is the 
author of “The First 17 
Years Are the Hardest.”

Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library is a 

program that mails books 
to children from birth to 
age 5.

Swarmer was initially 
told that the Imagination 
Library program was 
not available in her area, 
according to the HMI 
website. But she was 
determined that the lit-
eracy program be made 
available to Cameron 
County children, so she 
figured out how to make 
it happen.

What needed to hap-
pen is that a non-profit 
organization needed 
to partner with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library. This was pre-
cisely the type of project 
Swarmer had in mind 
when she started HMI.

She reached out to the 
Cameron County commis-
sioners, who were happy 
to provide a one-time gift 
of $1,300 to see the pro-
gram come to the county.

The program is about 
$25 per year per child. 
This provides one book 
each month for each child.

Ryan is collecting reg-
istrations for any child 
ages birth to 5 who lives 

in ZIP codes 15834, 15832 
or 15861. There is no 
income requirement, and 
there is no cost to the fam-
ily. Parents can register 
their children by visiting 
hometownmentors.com/
hmi-champions-dol-
ly-parton-imagination-li-
brary-in-cameron-coun-
ty-pa/ and clicking on 
the link to the registration 
form.

Book-signing, 
Imagination Library 

kick-off set in Emporium

The life of this local duck has been documented in 
a children’s book, “A Duck Named Puddles,” written 
by Emporium natives Cathy Ostrum Swarmer and 
Susie Singer. This book will be among those avail-
able at a book-signing event this Saturday at Aroma 
Cafe & Restaurant in Emporium. This is also the 
kick-off event for the partnership between Hometown 
Mentors Inc. and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

The 2021 Austin Dam 
Show has been official-
ly announced for Aug. 
26-28. According to Dam 
Show Coordinator, Rich 
Hadfield, this year’s show 
is labeled “The Last Rock 
Show” to “give notice to 
how fortunate we are to 
be able to hopefully be 
back to normal after over 
a year of dealing with the 
pandemic.”

The show will pay 
tribute to some of the best 
rock bands of the 70s, 80s 
and 90s, featuring both 
local artists as well as 
national touring acts.

The Aug. 26th head-
liner will be The Clark 
McLane Band from Jersey 
Shore, paying tribute to 
Neil Young. Their latest 

album “Common Folk” 
is available now on major 
online media platforms. 
The supporting band for 
the night will be Us and 
Them out of Philadelphia, 
paying tribute to Pink 
Floyd.

The Aug 27th headliner 
will be Back in Black out 
of Massachusetts.

“Their high energy 
production is the longest 
running AC/DC tribute 
show in America,” said 
Hadfield. Supporting 
Back in Black will be 
Dustin Douglas and the 
Electric Gentlemen from 
Wilkes-Barre, giving hom-
age to Led Zeppelin.

Headlining on the 28th 
will be the Red Not Chili 
Peppers.

“Touring out of 
California, this quartet of 
talented musicians lays 

claim to being the num-
ber one Red Hot Chili 
Peppers Tribute band,” 
said Hadfield.

Closing out the show 
will be local favorites 
Marshmellow Overcoat 
covering R.E.M.

Hadfield noted that the 
three day festival is cen-
tered around coming to 
Potter County for a week-
end of relaxation along 
with some rock n’ roll.

“Over the past 5 years, 
The Austin Dam Show 
has grown into one of the 
best rock n’ roll tribute 
shows in Pennsylvania,” 
he said. “In 2019 the show 
set a record of near 800 
guests when Woodstock 
was honored.”

Part of the proceeds 
from the event go to 
help fund projects at the 
Austin Dam Memorial 

Park. Hadfield said The 
Dam Show has amassed 
a faithful following of 
volunteers and attendees 
who are lovingly known 
as “The Dam Fam”.

“We invite everyone 
to come join our growing 
community of Dam Show 
faithful who believe in 
peace, love, and rock n’ 
roll.”

More information, 

including ticket prices, 
vendor sign-ups, the 
full line-up of bands, as 
well as camping rates 
can be found at www.
thedamshows.com, www.
facebook.com/austin-
damshow, or by emailing 
austindamshow@gmail.
com.

Hadfield noted the 
event sells out quickly.

2021 Austin Dam Show 
slated for Aug. 26th-28th
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Darlingtyn sets up to pay tribute to Canned Heat at 
the 2019 Austin Dam Show entitled “Dam Stock.”

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Elk County is the only local county to have 
seen a drop in the number of new cases of 
COVID-19, but remains at substantial risk 
of community transmission, according to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health on 
Tuesday.

Statewide, only nine counties reported 
fewer new confirmed cases over the time 
period of March 26 to April 1 as compared to 
the period of March 19 to 25.

Elk County’s percent positivity was 16.3%, 
and there were 7 fewer confirmed cases 
during the most recent time period. The inci-
dence rate was 147.1 per 100,000 residents.

McKean County’s percent positivity was 
9.2%, and there were 20 more positive cases 
of COVID-19 identified in the current 7-day 
period of March 26 to April 1 than in the 
prior period. The incidence rate was 93.5 per 
100,000 residents.

Potter County’s percent positivity was 
6.5%, and there were 4 more confirmed cases 
during the most recent time period. The inci-
dence rate was 48.4 per 100,000 residents.

Cameron County’s percent positivity was 
20%, with 2 more confirmed cases during the 
most recent time frame. The incidence rate 

Elk Co. sees 
drop in new 
virus cases
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