‘Round the

Square
TODAY: Have you
ever heard of Annie
Easley? How about Dr.
Mae Jemison?
Bessie Coleman?
These women were
pioneers in more ways
than one. Learn about
them, and many others,
in a collection at the
Bradford Area Library
called True Colors in
American History: The
Impact of America’s
People of Color On Its
Progress and Identity.
In 1955, Annie Easley
began her career at NASA
as a “human computer,”
doing computations by
hand for researchers.
This began her 34-year
career with NASA, where
she became a computer
programmer and a role
model for young girls
everywhere.
Dr. Mae Jemison is the
first African American
astronaut. In 1992, she
flew into space aboard
the Endeavor. A medical
doctor, she conducted
experiments in space
on weightlessness and
motion sickness.
Bessie Coleman was
the first African American
and first Native American
woman pilot. She was
famous for doing “loopsthe-loops” and doing a
figure 8 in an airplane.
She gave speeches and
showed films of her air
tricks, but refused to
speak anywhere that
was segregated or that
discriminated against
African Americans.
A reception will be
held from 5 to 7 p.m.
today at the library for
the collection, which
is presented by the
YWCA Bradford and the
Bradford Area Public
Library. The collection
was made possible
through a local benefactor.
Marking a display for
the collection will be a
sign with a unique frame,
created by local artist Julie
Mader. Inside the frame
are objects representing
the contributions of those
in the True Colors collection: an airplane, an astronaut, science text, a space
capsule and much more.
We’re excited about
the collection, and
encourage everyone to
check it out.
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Nursing home industry groups call
state’s proposed regulations ‘unattainable’
By MARCIE
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The Wolf administration has proposed new
staffing requirements for
nursing homes, a measure
that industry groups say
is simply unattainable.
Acting Secretary of
Health Alison Beam said
the administration is
proposing regulations
focused on increasing the
quality of care received
by residents by increasing
the minimum direct care
hours by 1.4 more hours
each day. The current
skilled nursing facility
regulations have not been
updated since 1999.
LeadingAge PA, an
association representing
more than 380 providers
of service for seniors,
released a statement from
President and CEO Adam
David Wenner | dwenner

Acting Secretary of Health Alison Beam announces reforms related to nursing home care.
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Children continue to have
fun at library’s Summer Reading Program
By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Although the Summer Reading
Program is winding down, there are
still plenty of activities in store for
children who visit the Bradford Area
Public Library in upcoming weeks.
On Wednesday, children and parents
were found creating yarn tassels to
serve as tails for elephant and platypus
bookmarks.
Debbie Deane, youth services librarian, said the Summer Reading Program
theme is Tails & Tales, and included
learning about a number of animals.
“We learned about peacocks, whales,
elephants, platypuses and skunks,”
Deane said. “We also did Marionette
(puppets) last week and that was really
cool.”
Deane said children from the program and the community are welcome
to attend a picnic at 11 a.m. Aug. 6
at the Jan Hamilton Park on Barbour
Street. Children who participated in the
reading program will receive prizes.
“Reading logs that kids kept over
Era photo by Kate Day Sager
the summer are due next Friday” on
Bradford Area Public Library staff member Judy Carr (at right, foreground) shows a child how
to make a yarn tassel for a bookmark during the Summer Reading Program craft program
Wednesday. More activities for children are slated for the upcoming weeks at the library.
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Cars will be flying this
weekend at St. Marys Airport
By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com
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Drag racing enthusiasts will be cruising to St.
Marys Municipal Airport
Sunday for heads up style
drag racing, with gates
opening at 10 a.m. and
races running from noon
until 5 p.m.
St. Marys Airport
Authority Chairman,
Bill Laird, told The Era
that typically around 150
people participate in each
drag race, with an average of around 1,500 to
2,000 spectators.
While the drag racing
is the main event, guests
may also purchase some
food and drinks at one
of the several available
vendors.
Races follow National
Hot Rod Association
(NHRA) rules and reaction and elapsed time
are recorded and given
to each participant.
Participants can race as
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Two cars compete during the drag races at St. Marys Municipal Airport.

many times as the time
allows. A full list of rules
and regulations can
be found on the “Saint
Marys Airport Drag
Races” Facebook page.
The races are managed
and performed by the
Saint Marys Area Drag

Race Committee.
Laird said that participants bring a wide range
of vehicles for the races.
“You can run anything,” he said. “There
are some made just for
drag racing and then
there are people who race

their mom’s Ford Escape.
It’s open to any car that
someone wants to drag
race; there are a few real
drag racers, a few diesel
tractor trailer trucks.”
For those not familiar
with racing lingo, ‘heads
up’ means both cars leave

the starting line at the
same time, without a dialin or handicap. With a
dial-in, the starter adjusts
the starting lights on the
tree so that the individual
driving the slower car will
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