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ONCE-IN-A-
LIFETIME BIRD: 
Biologists made a “once-
in-a-lifetime” discovery 
of a bird that’s male 
on the right side and 
female on the left. The 
rose-breasted grosbeak 
(Pheucticus ludovicianus), 
was captured during reg-
ular banding operations 
at the Carnegie Museum 
of Natural History’s 
Powdermill Nature 
Reserve, an environmen-
tal research center in 
Rector, Pa.

This condition, in 
which an animal possess-
es male and female traits 
divided down the mid-
dle of its body, is called 
bilateral gynandromor-
phism. In birds, gynan-
dromorphy is thought 
to stem from an error 
during egg formation.

Plumage colors usual-
ly signal if a grosbeak is 
male or female, but this 
bird has both sexes’ sig-
nature shades. Scientists 
who captured the bird 
saw male coloration — 
pink wing “pits,” a red 
breast splash and black 
wing feathers — on the 
right side of its body. But 
the bird’s left wing was 
browner and had yellow 
“pits,” a color combina-
tion found in females, 
museum representatives 
said in a statement.

“Every member of the 
banding crew expressed 
delighted surprise and 
joy in experiencing the 
banding of this rare bird,” 
said Annie Lindsay, 
Powdermill’s Avian 
Research Center (ARC) 
bird banding program 
manager. “The bird 
received an individual-
ly numbered band just 
like all birds we catch,” 
Lindsay told Live Science 
in an email.

The scientists record-
ed the grosbeak’s age, sex 
and body measurements. 
They then collected 
feathers for genetic anal-
ysis and took photos and 
video before releasing 
the bird.

The ARC has collected 
and banded birds since 
1961, and its dataset 
holds more than 800,000 
records. In that time, 
scientists have document-
ed only five examples 
of bilateral gynandro-
morphs, Lindsay said.
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The Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #2432 Ladies Auxiliary Secretary 
Leslie Goble hands 4-year-old Everleigh Robinson a gift stocking Saturday 
afternoon. The gift was part of the drive-thru stocking giveaway for chil-
dren and grandchildren of Eagles members. The organization held the 
drive-thru event as a safer alternative to its annual Christmas party.
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Amanda Wehler and 
Nicole Lippert are seeing 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
from a unique angle.

Both registered nurs-
es for Upper Allegheny 
Health System, they are 
treating local patients 
who are hospitalized 
with the disease. Lippert 
is clinical supervisor on 
the second floor of Olean 
(N.Y.) General Hospital, 
and Wehler can be found 
in 3E, Bradford Regional 
Medical Center.

“To say that my job 
has changed would be 
partially inaccurate,” said 
Wehler. “Nursing is a pro-
fession of adaptation. As 
a nurse I enter each day 
with the expectation that 
I am going to have sick 
patients, those patients 
will need me to use my 
nursing judgment to 
determine their needs and 
to dictate what plan of 

care needs to be provided 
to those patients.”

However, she noted 
that new safety proce-
dures have changed the 
focus of nurses who care 
for those patients.

Wehler said that “with 
the increase of COVID-
19 patients, the hands-
on, one-on-one, care of 
those patients is the main 
responsibility of the nurse 
assigned to that patient.”

In addition to working 
more hours, Lippert said 
she has had to get used to 
a new routine.

“How we would’ve 
approached our day a 
year ago is completely 
different than how we 
approach our day now,” 
she explained. “Where 
we were wearing isola-
tion garb for a handful 
of patients, we now wear 
isolation garb for all our 
patients and that takes 
time.”

RNs describe caring 
for patients with COVID-19
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John Nuzzo and Amanda Wehler, registered nurses at Bradford Regional Medical 
Center, are seeing up close the struggles of patients suffering from COVID-19. COVID-19 ...  page A-10
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All four counties saw 
an uptick in COVID-19 
cases from Thursday to 
Sunday, according to the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

Sunday evening, 
McKean County had an 
additional 136 cases, for 
1,323 total and 12 total 
deaths; Elk, an additional 
108 cases, for 1,075 total 
and 13 deaths; Potter, an 
additional 31 cases, for 
492 total and 10 deaths; 
and Cameron, an addi-
tional 6 cases, for 110 total 
and one death.

In Bradford, there were 
59 additional cases for 435 
confirmed and 106 proba-
ble; Lewis Run, nine more 
cases for 42 confirmed 
and 149 probable; Kane, 
10 more cases for 157 con-
firmed and 22 probable; 
Smethport, 12 more cases 

for 98 confirmed and nine 
probable; Port Allegany, 
11 more cases for 85 con-
firmed and 11 probable; 
Eldred, seven more cases 
for 56 confirmed and five 
probable; and Cyclone, 
one additional case for 
eight confirmed and six 
probable. Turtlepoint 
remained at 10 confirmed 
and one to four probable 
cases.

In Elk County, St. 
Marys had an addi-
tional 13 cases for 344 
confirmed and 109 prob-
able; Ridgway had 18 
more cases for 140 con-
firmed and 37 probable; 
Johnsonburg had one 
additional case for 73 
confirmed and 28 proba-
ble; and Kersey had three 
more cases for 49 con-
firmed and 21 probable 
cases.

In Potter County, 

Increase in COVID-19 

cases seen in 

all four local counties
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Several people place wreaths at the Mount Jewett area Wreaths 
Across America event on Saturday. A total of 661 wreaths were 
placed by families and volunteers.

Wreaths Across America
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Volunteers place a wreath on a gravesite as part of the Wreaths 
Across America event Saturday in the Smethport area. Members 
of Bucktail American Legion Post 138, Sons of the Legion and 
the Auxiliary placed wreaths at Rosehill Civil War, Fairmont and 
Goodwin Cemeteries, as well as the East Smethport World War 
I Memorial, Vietnam Memorial at Hamlin Lake Park and on the 
grave on an 1812 soldier buried on Baker Road. Todd Witchen, 
president of the Sons of the Legion, hopes to have the group 
sponsor a program next year to place wreaths on every veteran’s 
grave in the Smethport area.


