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PARENTAL PEACE: 
While parenting can be a 
joy, any parent knows that 
there are days they would 
pay good money to get a 
break. A recent study, con-
ducted by ISoldMyHouse.
com, shows that the aver-
age Pennsylvania parent 
can put a price tag on that 
break: they would pay 
$890 for a week of R&R 
away from their family.

The site surveyed 3,050 
moms, dads and even 
legal guardians across the 
United States.

Many have been 
working from home since 
the start of the corona-
virus pandemic and also 
assisting their children 
with virtual schooling for 
much of the last year.

The national average 
for a week of R&R is $873, 
slightly lower than the 
price Pennsylvania par-
ents are willing to pay.

However, it is not as 
low as parents in Maine, 
who would only pay 
$309, and not quite half 
of the price tag West 
Virginia parents say 
they would hand over — 
$2,448.

Meanwhile, the sur-
vey challenged parents 
to share what amenity 
they found their house in 
need of during all of the 
enforced time at home.

While 31% said they 
would improve the quali-
ty of their home life, 23% 
said a private, peaceful 
space with “no kids” was 
the most desirable amen-
ity they lacked and 20% 
said they would enjoy 
having a games room in 
the home.

The coronavirus pan-
demic has also made 49% 
of parents determined 
that the next home they 
purchase will have 
‘covid-friendly’ ameni-
ties, such as a dedicated 
work room. However, 
despite the challenges of 
the past year, another 68% 
of parents say that they 
have actually managed 
to achieve somewhat of 
a healthy work/life bal-
ance, given the current 
circumstances.

For more details from 
the survey, head to www.
ISoldMyHouse.com/
parental-peace.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

With Mother’s Day approaching on 
May 9, florists in the area are preparing 
plants and arrangements to send to 
loved ones in their homes and nursing 
facilities.

They also expect that orders will be 
as good as, or better, than last Mother’s 
Day when the community had just 
begun to open up from the pandemic 
shut-down.

At Proper’s Florist and Greenhouse 
at 350 West Washington St., owner 
Karen Ordiway said the business 
has been taking a number of orders 
“because this is the busiest time of 
year.”

Ordiway said the business did very 
well last Mother’s Day after the shop 
reopened from the pandemic shut-
down. Her employee, Jamie Irons, said 
she, too, has taken a number of early 
orders for everything from hanging 
baskets to arrangements and flats of 
flowers.

“I actually delivered a flat of flowers 
the other day to a lady for Mother’s 
Day,” she said. “That way they can get 

Mother’s Day flower and plant 
sales expected to flourish this year
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Karen Ordiway, owner of Proper’s Florist and Greenhouse, waters plants that she expects to 
sell during Mother’s Day and the upcoming season.

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Over the past school 
year, the youngest chil-
dren in the Bradford Area 
School District have been 
among students who have 
worn masks to classes 
everyday and followed 
pandemic guidelines.

Those same little 
children at George G. 
Blaisdell Elementary 
School were rewarded 
for facing down the chal-
lenges of the pandemic 
through a Superhero Day 
celebration on Friday. 
Many wore their favorite 
superhero costumes.

“We are celebrating the 
resiliency of our students 
with Superhero Day,” said 
Principal Kim Swanson. 
She said students were 
greeted when they arrived 

at school with fanfare, 
and participated in var-
ious superhero activities 
throughout the day.

The school-wide event, 

created and organized by 

600 superheroes were found 
at George G. Blaisdell
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A pre-kindergarten group of children at George G. 
Blaisdell Elementary School pose in front of the 
“Superhero Day” wall Friday near the front entrance 
of the building.

Nearly 200 students will graduate from the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford on Sunday 
afternoon during an innovative, on-campus 
outdoor ceremony designed to help support the 
health and safety of graduates, their families, and 
faculty and staff.

Redesigning commencement this year, from 
the usual ceremony in the KOA Arena with a 
thousand guests in attendance, was necessary to 
give graduates an on-campus ceremony, which 
they were hoping for, that also adhered to all 
COVID-19 protocols.

“Commencement Day is an important and 
exciting day for our graduates and their families, 
as well as all of us at Pitt-Bradford,” said Dr. 
Catherine Koverola, president.

“This year, we created this innovative, on-cam-
pus celebration so our graduates, as well as 
our December 2019 and 2020 graduates, could 

Pitt-Bradford 
to hold outdoor 
commencement 

ceremony

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

(Editor’s Note: This arti-
cle is the second in a series 
highlighting the goals and 
achievements of the local 
Neighborhood Partnership 
Program.)

The Neighborhood 
Partnership Program 
is in its ninth year of 
investment in the Second 
Ward neighborhood of 
Bradford. The combined 
efforts of local businesses, 
namely Northwest Bank, 
Zippo Manufacturing Co. 
and American Refining 
Group, and the match-
ing funds from state and 
federal levels generated 
through their investments, 
has meant significant and 
notable improvements.

“ARG has long been a 
proud part of, and partner 
to, the Bradford commu-
nity,” said ARG President 
and COO Jon Giberson. 

Neighborhood Partnership Program 
investment means safer neighborhoods
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The sidewalks on Jefferson Street were in need of 
repair. As part of the five-year NPP phase, funding 
was set aside to do just that.
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This photo shows Jefferson Street after the improve-
ments were made.
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