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LEARN WITH 
ORJAMES LAB: The 
OrJames Lab is pleased 
to provide a wonderful 
series of mini courses 
for all members of the 
life-long learning com-
munity! These courses are 
designed for adults who 
want to keep the mind 
stimulated and engaged 
through a series of lec-
tures, discussions, read-
ings and other learning 
tools.

Introduction to 
Italian Literature and 
Civilization and love sto-
ries begins Oct. 1, while 
Ancient Drama begins 
Oct. 6.

All courses will be 
held online via Zoom. 
Reading materials will all 
be provided online except 
where otherwise indicat-
ed. Payments can be made 
via PayPal. Feel free to 
contact Orin James if there 
are any questions: 814-
366-7354 or orin.james@
gmail.com

For full course descrip-
tions, dates, fees, and 
times please visit the fol-
lowing link: https://orin-
james.com/onlinecourses.
htm.

———
PANDEMIC 

EDUCATION: Parents 
are concerned about what 
students lost or missed 
out on during 2020’s dis-
tance learning.

Brainly, the world’s 
largest online learning 
platform, conducted a sur-
vey of 3,000 parents and 
found the following:

— 55% are concerned 
about how their child will 
adjust to returning to the 
class room for in-person 
learning

— 55% are worried 
about the impact of the 
previous year’s education 
on their student’s progress

— 47% remain con-
cerned that their child’s 
social and emotional 
development will be 
impacted

For most parents, the 
concerns for the new year 
include managing stu-
dent anxiety, keeping the 
family healthy and how 
transportation will go for 
students this year.

Bullying and financial 
woes are also topping the 
list of concerns, although 
those are not pandem-
ic-specific worries.
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By IAN FISHER
Bloomberg News/TNS

WASHINGTON — Parts of 
the U.S. health system “are in 
dire straits,” as the spread of 
the COVID-19 delta variant 
forces some states to prepare 
for rationed medical care, said 
Rochelle Walensky, head of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

“That means that we are 
talking about who is going to 
get a ventilator, who is going to 
get an ICU bed,” Walensky said 
on CBS’ “Face the Nation” on 
Sunday. “Those are not easy dis-

cussions to have, and that is not 
a place we want our health care 
system to ever be.”

Idaho, among the United 
States’ least-vaccinated states, 
and Alaska have said that 
hospitals can begin to ration 
medical care if needed. A major 
hospital in Montana also imple-
mented so-called “crisis of care 
standards” to prioritize who is 
treated. Health officials warned 
the measure could be widened 
across the state. 

The delta surge has moved 
in intensity around the U.S., 
now hitting the northwest. 
Nationwide, the number of peo-

ple dying in hospitals appears 
to have peaked, according to 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Service data. 

Walensky defended her 
decision last week to overrule 
a panel of CDC advisers and 
broaden eligibility for third shots 
of the Pfizer Inc.-BioNTech SE 
vaccine. 

The panel approved boosters 
for those ages 65 and older, those 
in long-term health-care facili-
ties and those ages 50 to 64 with 
underlying medical conditions. 
The CDC head went further, 
ruling that people at high risk of 
exposure at work or elsewhere 

may also receive a third dose. 

She called her decision “a sci-

entific close call.” 

“I felt it was appropriate for 

those people to also be eligible 

for boosters,” she said.

Walensky said she hoped it 

would be safe for children to go 

trick-or-treating this Halloween. 

“If you’re able to be outdoors, 

absolutely,” she said. “Limit 

crowds. I wouldn’t necessarily 

go to a crowded Halloween 

party, but I think that we should 

be able to let our kids go trick or 

treating in small groups.”

By RICK MILLER
Special to The Era

OLEAN, NY — At last 
count, 62% of Cattaraugus 
County’s Pines nursing 
home employees had 
been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 as the New 
York State Department of 
Health has mandated by 
midnight Monday.

That could account for 
as many as 100 employ-
ees spread over both 
Olean and Machias Pines, 
including an unknown 
number nurses and certi-
fied health care aides.

“Cattaraugus County 
continues to encourage 
its Pines nursing home 
employees to be vacci-
nated for COVID-19,” 
County Administrator 
Jack Searles said Friday. 
“There are vaccine clin-

ics today and again 
on Monday to try and 
encourage people to get 
the vaccine.”

Searles said, “We have 
until the end of the day 
Monday to get as many 
people vaccinated as pos-
sible.”

The county nursing 
homes have paused any 
new admissions until 
the impact of the vaccine 
mandate on nursing home 
staff is clear.

Cattaraugus County 
Legislature has authorized 
County Attorney Ashley 
Milliman to file a lawsuit 
to try to block the man-
date.

A federal judge in 
Utica issued a temporary 
restraining order Sept. 15 
to block the state from 
enforcing the vaccine 
mandate for health care 

workers over claims that 
it violated their consti-
tutional rights because 
there was no religious 
exemption. Arguments in 

the case will be heard on 
Tuesday.

Searles said there 
seems to be a lag with the 
reporting of vaccinated 

nursing home employees 
on the state website.

“Some employees are 

NY nursing home employees face 
Monday deadline on vaccination
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The Pines Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center in Olean.

Buffalo Bills

Buffalo Bills fans 
celebrate Sunday in 
Highmark Stadium in 
Orchard Park, N.Y., as 
their team rolled over 
Washington, 43-21. See 
page B-1 for coverage of 
the game.

Bills roll over Washington

For related news 
on the Bills 
victory, see 
Page B-1. 

Era photo by Wade Aiken

The Queen B’s perform 
in PNC’s parking lot 
during Pumpkin Fest 
Saturday.
The weekend was a busy 
one, and readers can 
enjoy other photos from 
this event, as well as 
pictures from other activ-
ities on Page A-3. 

CDC director warns of 

‘dire straits’ in COVID-hit areas of US

Vaccination ...  page A-10


