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LOCAL POET: One 
of The Era’s subscribers 
and a Coudersport res-
ident, Randy Lane, has 
published his own book 
of poetry. As we make 
this announcement during 
National Poetry Month, 
we want to offer kudos for 
his accomplishment.

Titled “From Within,” 
the book is available on 
the Amazon Kindle app.

Paperback versions will 
go on sale in the future.

BIRDS: The 2021 Great 
Backyard Bird Count was 
an incredible success. For 
those who participated, 
the following results were 
released:

— 6,436 species of birds 
identified

— 190 participating 
countries

— 379,726 eBird check-
lists submitted

— 479,842 Merlin Bird 
IDs submitted

— 151,393 photo sub-
missions to Macaulay 
Library

— More than 300,000 
estimated global partici-
pants

“No matter where your 
literal backyard was, our 
global backyard connected 
us to each other and the 
birds,” Bird Count offi-
cials said.

To see a more in-depth 
summary of the 4-day 
event and engage with 
interactive world maps, 
visit https://www.bird-
count.org/2021-final-re-
sults/.
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All are invited to 
join the Marilyn Horne 
Museum and Exhibit 
Center online as they 
premiere “The Art of 
Recital,” featuring violin-
ist Aubrey Holmes and 
pianist Stefanie Watson. 
The duo has been collab-
orating for the past seven 
months to create a one-of-
a-kind performance exclu-
sively for the museum, 
which is free for all and 
will be streamed on the 
museum’s YouTube chan-
nel at 8 p.m. this Friday.

Holmes has performed 
with symphony orches-
tras across New England 
and the United States. 
He debuted in 2019 at 
Carnegie Hall with the 
Heimat Quartet, and, 
most recently, he was a 
member at the faculty at 
Shenandoah Conservatory 
in Winchester, Va. He 
holds numerous degrees, 
including a Bachelor 
of Arts from Dickinson 
College, a Master of 
Music from The Boston 
Conservatory, a Master 
of Music (string quar-
tet) from Kent State 
University and an artist 
diploma from Montclair 
State University.

Watson is a recital col-
laborator, educator, choral 
pianist and church musi-
cian who has served as a 
rehearsal pianist for the 
Princeton Festival opera 
productions. She holds a 
Master of Collaborative 
Piano from Rutgers 
University. She also par-
ticipates as a pianist in 
instrumental ensembles, 
including the Garden 
State Philharmonic, 
Adelphi Orchestra 
and the Eastern Wind 
Symphony.

Museum Manager 
Matthew Hileman told 
The Era that virtual per-
forming has allowed the 
museum to experiment 
with the visual medium.

“This recital combines 
wonderful music for vio-
lin and piano along with 
artworks related to the 
time period and back-
ground of each compos-
er,” he said.

Hileman, who has a 

background in paintings, 
particularly 19th-century 
paintings, said he really 
enjoyed the chance to 
curate a visual exhibition 
set to music.

The recital will pre-
miere this Friday, though 
the artists have given the 
museum permission to 
make it available indefi-
nitely.

“This way, everyone 
will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy it as many 
times as they want, “said 
Hileman.

For those interested, a 
trailer for the event is cur-
rently available to view 
on the museum’s YouTube 
Channel and Facebook 
page prior to the event.

Marilyn Horne Museum’s 
‘The Art of Recital’ 

premiering online Friday
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Since 2014, 
Cinderella’s Closet in 
Kane has been mak-
ing dreams come true 
for girls in 24 schools 
located in McKean, Elk, 
Cameron, Potter, Warren 
and Forest counties by 
providing them with 
gowns and all the acces-
sories needed for school 
dances, such as proms, 
winter formals and 
homecoming.

The non-profit orga-
nization was original-
ly founded by Jackie 
Cechetti after her 
daughter received a gift 
of 10 gowns from a fam-
ily friend. For just $10, 
girls are able to go to 
Cinderella’s Closet and 
rent a beautiful gown, 
jewelry and shoes.

Cechetti’s daughter 
is grown and she’s now 
looking to pass the 
torch on to someone 
else. She’s hoping an 
individual will step up 
to take her place, and/
or possibly an organiza-
tion would like to adopt 
the program to keep it 
running for future gen-
erations.

Additionally, the pro-
gram needs more vol-
unteers to fill time slots 
to help run the location 
during dance seasons. 
They are open on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m., along with 
one other weekday that 
alternates.

Volunteer Kelly Barr 
Hughes said Saturday 
is typically their biggest 
day, as they’ve done up 
to 160 dresses in a day.

“Jackie has been 
around for seven years 
but she needs to step 
down,” said Hughes. 
“After the girls have 
graduated high school, 
they can always come 
back and pay it forward 
too. Parents are welcome 
to volunteer as well.”

Hughes explained 
that they are currently 
observing social dis-
tancing and masks are 
required for volunteers, 
girls and their chaper-
ones. Temperatures are 
also taken at the door. 
Only three girls with 
chaperones are allowed 
in the location at a time 
and everything is wiped 
down between people.

Pitt-Bradford Arts 
met its goal of filling the 
Bromeley Family Theater 
with food this weekend 
— twice.

Unable to bring audi-
ences to campus for arts 
events during the pan-
demic, the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford 
held a “Foodraiser” 
event Saturday to recon-
nect with audience 
and community mem-
bers while supporting 
The Friendship Table, 
Bradford’s soup kitchen.

Local businesses gath-
ered food and funds in 
advance, and on Saturday 
morning, donors could 
pull up to the front of 
Blaisdell Hall for a con-
tactless drop-off.

As each vehicle pulled 
up to the building, a 
small crew of volunteers 
from The Friendship 
Table, Pitt-Bradford and 

its Arts Council and 
American Association of 
University Women cried, 
“Here comes somebody 
else!”

Donors rolled down 
their windows for brief 
but enthusiastic conver-
sations with volunteers as 
they popped their trunks 
and hatchbacks for quick 
removal of groceries. In 
a small community like 
Bradford, most of the 
greetings and thanks were 
by name — by folks who 
haven’t seen each other 
in person for six, eight, 10 
months or more.

“It’s so good to see our 
patrons and friends,” said 
Courtney Mealy, assistant 
director of arts program-
ming, who was helping 
with deliveries that were 
whisked to a back stage 
loading dock where they 

Pitt-Bradford Arts raises $10,300 
for The Friendship Table
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The Bromeley Family Theater at Pitt-Bradford is shown filled with food and 
money to benefit The Friendship Table soup kitchen in Bradford. Each bag rep-
resents $10 worth of food or a $10 monetary donation. Pitt-Bradford Arts dou-
bled its goal of “filling the seats with food” at its Foodraiser event held Saturday, 
raising more than $10,000.

Cinderella’s Closet 
seeking volunteers, 

new president

Firefighters battled a 
fire Saturday afternoon 
on the North Country 
Trail in the Allegheny 
National Forest.

About three acres 
burned in the blaze, 
according to Corydon 
Township Fire Chief 
Matt Cobb. No one was 
injured, and no structures 
were damaged.

Cobb said there were 

about eight firefighters on 
scene from the Corydon 
Township and Bradford 
Township volunteer fire 
departments, and the U.S. 
Forest Service was there, 
too. They were on scene 
for about an hour and a 
half, he said.

The cause remains 
unknown at this time, 
said Cobb, who noted that 
the Forest Service is inves-
tigating.

Fire burns about 
3 acres on North 

Country Trail in ANF
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On Saturday afternoon, firefighters work to cut in a fire line around a wildfire on 
the North Country Trail in the Allegheny National Forest off West Washington 
Street, Corydon Township. Corydon Township and Bradford Township volun-
teer firefighters responded along with a crew of firefighters from the Allegheny 
National Forest. See related photo on A-8.
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