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Today’s Weather:
There is a chance of showers and thun-
derstorms today with otherwise sunny 
skies and a high near 84 degrees. For 
tonight’s forecast see A-10.

NULL 
SUPERSTITIONS, you 
might still believe. 
According to the 2022 
Farmers’ Almanac, a cat 
is just a cat and having a 
black cat cross your path 
is not unlucky. In fact, 
in ancient Egypt all cats 
were considered sacred 
— so lucky in fact that 
if a cat was accidentally 
killed, its killer would 
have been put to death.

The superstition that 
a black cat crossing your 
path is unlucky seems to 
have originated during 
Europe’s Middle Ages. It 
was believed, during this 
time, that witches could 
take the form of a black 
cat therefore making black 
cats in the area highly 
undesirable.

How many of you 
have knocked on wood 
to avoid something bad 
from happening? There 
are several theories about 
how this ritual got start-
ed, but most individuals 
believe it began with the 
Celtic Druids. Their deep 
connection with nature 
led them to worship trees 
as gods, and knocking on 
them was considered a 
form of physical contact 
with their deities which 
brought them good for-
tune.

Beginner’s luck — is 
the idea that someone 
completely new to a sport 
or game will likely win 
on their first attempt. 
However, instead of luck 
it is much more feasible 
that someone new to a 
sport won because they 
weren’t stressed out about 
winning while playing. 
Too much anxiety, studies 
have shown, hamper a 
player’s performance.

It is almost instinctual 
when a sneeze is heard, 
to respond with “God 
bless you,” but why? 
How did this superstition 
originate? Well, according 
to Farmers’ Almanac, in 
the sixth century, it was a 
tradition to congratulate 
someone who sneezed 
as it meant they had 
expelled an evil spirit. 
Later, after a plague took 
hold over Europe, sneez-
ing meant that person 
was close to impending 
death so blessing them 
was a needed prayer.

By DANIELLA LANGIANESE
dlangianese@bradfordera.com

From the wondrous 
imagination of children, 
a set has been decorated, 
lines memorized and cos-
tumes and sets construct-
ed in preparation for the 
Bradford Little Theatre’s 
(BLT) latest production, 
“Mugs & Memories — 
Tales from the Cocoa Bar.”

This year’s BLT Kids 
Camp has inspired 
children ages 7 to 14 to 
perform in “Mugs & 
Memories — Tales from 
the Cocoa Bar” at 7 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, 
then again at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday at Togi’s 
Playhouse on Welch 
Avenue in Bradford.

“Mugs & Memories — 
Tales from the Cocoa Bar” 
is a not-so classic holi-
day-themed play, which 
features Santa’s elves rem-
iniscing at their favorite 
watering hole, the Cocoa 

BLT’s children to present 
‘Mugs & Memories’ this weekend
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Members of the Bradford Little Theatre children’s cast for this weekend’s performance of “Mugs & 
Memories: Tales from the Cocoa Bar” practiced during a full dress-rehearsal on Thursday morning at Togi’s 
Playhouse.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Growing up in 
Bradford years ago, 
Mark Orris learned the 
importance of helping 
others.

Orris, son of Ron 
and Teri Orris of 
Kennedy Street, has 
been with Spectrum 
Health Systems in 
Massachusetts for 21 
years. A not-for-profit 
organization, Spectrum 
provides a continuum 
of addiction treatment.

His career track at 
first didn’t point to 
helping those with 
substance use disorder. 
After high school, he 

Bradford native Orris 
heading inpatient 

services at Spectrum 
Health in Mass.

MARK ORRIS

By MANDY COLOSIMO
era.Mandy.C@gmail.com

Local military veterans will be 
riding in style thanks in part to 
the Disabled American Veteran 
Transportation Network who helped 
secure a new 2022 Ford Explorer to 
transport them to various medical 
appointments.

The new vehicle as well as addi-
tional information will be available 
during the Bradford Senior Citizens 
Expo, where state, county and local 
exhibitors will be on hand to distribute 
information and answer questions. 
Information about health care, insur-
ance, nutrition and exercise, fire safety, 
financial planning, fraud protection, 
government services, hunting/fishing 
and personal safety will be avail-
able. Along with door prizes, health 
screenings and a provided lunch, 
mark the calendar to attend this free 
event on Friday, Aug. 5 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford, Sports and Fitness 
Gymnasium, on Campus Drive. 

DAV receives new vehicle for Bradford veterans
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A new 2022 Ford Explorer is parked in its designated space at the American Legion Post #108 
in Bradford. The Disabled American Veteran Transportation Network received the new wheels 
a few weeks ago, and are ecstatic to be able to have such a reliable form of transportation for 
Bradford veterans.
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A couple of children cool off at the Callahan park water park when Tuesday’s 
temperatures in Bradford and the surrounding area hit the high 80s. Today’s tem-
peratures promise more of the same heat wave in the region.
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