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WORKING MOMS: 
In order to help ease the 
burden on mothers in the 
workforce, WalletHub 
compared the attractive-
ness of each of the 50 
states and the District of 
Columbia for a working 
mother based on 17 key 
metrics. The data set 
ranges from the median 
women’s salary to the 
female unemployment 
rate to day-care quality.

For working moms in 
Pennsylvania, the state 
is rated 11th for median 
women’s salary (adjusted 
for the cost of living) and 
14th for average length 
of a woman’s work week 
(in hours).

However, the state is 
49th in pediatricians per 
capita, 42nd when con-
sidering the gender pay 
gap and also 42nd for 
female unemployment 
rate. Meanwhile, the state 
is 30th when considering 
the percentage of sin-
gle-mother families living 
in poverty.

Other areas consid-
ered were day-care qual-
ity (PA is 21st); child-
care cost (36th); ratio of 
female to male executives 
(29th) and parental leave 
policy score (27th).

The full report can be 
seen at https://wallethub.
com/edu/best-states-for-
working-moms/3565.

———
ENVIRONMENTAL 

RIGHTS 
ANNIVERSARY: On 
May 18, the anniver-
sary of the signing of 
the Environmental 
Rights Amendment, 
the Pennsylvania Parks 
and Forest Foundation 
and WITF/State Impact 
Pennsylvania invite res-
idents to view a special 
screening of documentary 
clips featuring the histo-
ry of the passage of the 
amendment.

Following the screen-
ing, a panel discussion 
gives viewers the chance 
to learn more about why 
and how the amend-
ment was created and, 
just as importantly, 
what it means for all 
Pennsylvanians today.

Register to join the 
event at the WITF web-
site.

This month PPFF is 
also holding a photo sub-
mission challenge focused 
on residents’ rights to the 
“scenic value” of natural 
lands and what preserva-
tion of that means to you. 
Photos of the state’s parks 
and forests can be sent 
to PAEnviroRights50@
paparksandforests.org.

Winners will be 
chosen on May 28. All 
entries will be included 
in a website slideshow.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

With inflation causing 
prices of vegetables to 
continue rising, now may 
be the ripe time to plant 
your own garden.

That was the word 
from local gardener Jim 
Machuga, who is offering 
free vegetable gardening 
classes at the Main Street 
Mercantile at 45 Main St. 
in Bradford. The classes 
will begin at noon on May 
22, June 12 and June 26 at 
the store and are open to 
the public.

Machuga, who 
owns Bradford Nature 
Company with his wife, 
Selene, said they have 
offered the classes for a 
number of years to the 
public. The couple, who 

homestead and garden 
at their rural property in 
Bradford, had previously 
offered full-day gardening 
sessions at other locations. 
They have since scaled 
back the classes.

“I’ve condensed it 
down to an hour or an 
hour and 15 minutes 
because I want to keep 
it simple just to get peo-
ple involved,” Machuga 
explained. “I think the 
main reason right now is 
if anybody is watching 
inflation, especially with 
food inflation, there has 
never been a better time 
to plant a garden.”

He went on to explain 
that a $2 tomato plant 
purchased and plant-
ed locally can yield a 
half-dozen up to two 
dozen tomatoes by the 

end of the season.
“That would cost you 

$20 (for tomatoes) in the 
store, so that’s a ten-fold 
increase on your invest-
ment,” he speculated.

Machuga said the class 
will work with students 
on which plants to start 
from seeds, and which 
plants to buy from local 
nurseries for the garden 
due to the shorter grow-
ing season in the area.

“Tomatoes and pep-
pers are usually better to 
buy the plant, especially 
if you’re a first-timer,” he 
advised.

Machuga noted that 
there are four parts to the 
class, with the first part 
explaining the benefits of 
gardening. This includes 

Gardening may be answer 
to rising food prices
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Jim Machuga is now offering free gardening classes.

By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

Law enforcement 
officers from communi-
ties in Pennsylvania and 
New York state convened 
Wednesday to reinforce 
the concept that seat belts 
are needed by all drivers 
and vehicle occupants to 
save lives.

During a Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Transportation press con-
ference in the parking lot 
of Dunham’s Sports at the 
Bradford Mall, the officers 
addressed the importance 
of buckling up, and laws 
accompanying the mea-
sure. They also addressed 
the collaborative effort 
between officers in deal-
ing with law enforcement 
issues that sometimes 
move from one state’s 
jurisdiction to the other. 
The event was coordi-
nated by Phil Hoh of the 
Pennsylvania Highway 
Safety Program.

Timothy Nebgen, com-
munity relations coordi-
nator for PennDOT, noted 
the event was held at the 
same time that communi-
ties across the country are 
observing National Police 
Week.

“I just want to take 
a minute to thank these 
gentlemen for all the hard 
work they do and striv-
ing toward zero traffic 
fatalities,” Nebgen said 
in addressing officers at 

the event. “Seat belts are 
in fact the safest thing 
for you to do, they’re 
your best defense against 
serious injury or death if 
involved in a crash.”

In Pennsylvania, the 
Click It or Ticket enforce-
ment mobilization will 
be held May 17 through 
June 6. During the mobi-
lization, motorists who 
receive a citation for 
a traffic violation will 

receive a second citation if 
they are unbuckled.

In New York state 
the mobilization for the 
Click It or Ticket initiative 
will take place May 24 
through June 6. A new 
law in New York state 
requires all passengers in 
a vehicle must be buckled 
up. Tickets can be issued 
for this primary viola-
tion if any occupant, in 
the front or back seat, is 

unbuckled.
“What’s really nice 

about this is that you have 
Pennsylvania and New 
York (law enforcement) 
here,” said Pennsylvania 
State Police Trooper Bruce 
Morris prior to the formal 
conference.

“The Click It or Ticket 
program has been going 
on for awhile, but the 
border to border (collab-
oration between states) 

is kind of unique for us. 
We’re one of the northern 
troops that border New 
York state.”

Lt. Melanie Churakos 
with the Cattaraugus 
County Sheriff’s Office 
said she is the Stop DWI 
coordinator for the coun-
ty. In addition, she wrote 
a grant that supplied 
funding for the Click It 

Area law enforcement gather to 
launch Click It or Ticket initiative

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

Officers and troopers from Pennsylvania and New York state gathered Wednesday in Bradford for the mobili-
zation of the Click It or Ticket program. The initiative will be held May 17-June 6 in Pennsylvania and May 24 
through June 6 in New York state.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

McKean County has the 
highest percent positivity in 
Pennsylvania at 16.2%, and 
remains listed at substantial risk 
of community spread, according 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Health.

The statewide positivity rate 
— the percentage of all coronavi-
rus tests that are actually positive 
— is 6.6% for the time frame of 
April 30 to May 6. The second 
highest is Columbia County at 
13.1%. There are now 12 counties 
with a rate lower than 5%.

McKean County also has the 
highest incidence rate at 214.2 
per 100,000 residents.

There were 21 additional con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 during 
the most recent time period — 
April 30 to May 6 — than during 
the previous period.

This week’s positivity rate 
was a jump from 10.3% last 
week.

Potter County was the only 
local county to see a lower rate 
for the most recent time frame, at 
7.5% positivity compared to last 
week’s 11.7%. The incidence rate 
was 175.5 per 100,000 residents. 
There had been five additional 

confirmed cases of COVID-
19. Potter County remains at 
substantial risk of community 
spread.

Elk County’s positivity rate 
was 6.3%, up from 5.9% last 
week. There were 13 fewer con-
firmed cases during this time 
frame. The incidence rate was 
43.5 per 100,000 residents. Elk 
County is at moderate risk of 
community spread.

Cameron County’s positivity 
rate was 9.7%, more than double 
last week’s rate of 4.3%. There 
were two more confirmed cases 
during this time period. The inci-
dence rate was 89.9 per 100,000 

residents. Cameron County, 
along with Forest County, are 
the only ones at low risk of com-
munity spread, according to the 
health department.

Gov. Tom Wolf and the 
Department of Health are strong-
ly advocating that residents get 
vaccinated.

Currently, there have been 
7,903 partial and 8,032 full 
vaccinations given in McKean 

McKean Co. has highest 
COVID positivity in state: DOH
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