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CRISIS: Rehabs.
com, a leading addic-
tion treatment resource, 
conducted a survey of 
2,940 voters (aged 18+) 
which found that more 
than one in three (35%) 
voters in Pennsylvania 
say that combating the 
opioid crisis has slipped 
down their order of 
priorities since the start 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Broken down 
across the country, vot-
ers from Louisiana felt 
most strongly about this, 
with 71% saying that 
the opioid epidemic has 
become less important 
to them in the upcoming 
election. Comparatively, 
this figure was just 13% 
in Kentucky, which 
indicates voters in the 
Bluegrass state still con-
sider drug addiction as 
an important issue for 
them.

———
SHEET PAN FAJITAS: 

When your situation 
requires something fast, 
something easy, and 
something you can feel 
good about serving, con-
sider sheet pan meals. 
Sheet Pan Fajitas can be a 
good option for a dinner 
that hits the spot.

Sheet Pan Fajitas
Ingredients:
— 1 pound of sliced 

boneless, skinless chick-
en breast

— 2 limes
— 2 teaspoons chili 

powder
— 1 teaspoon garlic 

powder
— 1/2 teaspoon papri-

ka
— 1 teaspoon cumin
— 1/4 teaspoon pepper
— 1 tablespoon olive 

oil
— 2 large bell pep-

pers, mixed colors, sliced 
into wedges

— 1/2 red onion, sliced 
into wedges (as a quick 
and convenient alterna-
tive, a bag of mixed fro-
zen peppers and onions 
would also work well)

Directions: Preheat 
oven to 450°F. To make 
the fajita mixture, in a 
container or ziplock bag, 
squeeze the 2 limes. Add 
the oil and spices. Toss in 
the chicken, peppers, and 
onions. Spread mixture 
out on a sheet pan. Bake 
for 10 minutes, then stir 
and continue to bake for 
5-7 minutes more until 
the chicken is cooked 
through. Remove from 
the oven. To serve, scoop 
fajita mixture into a tor-
tilla and top with pico 
de gallo, guacamole and 
cilantro.
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Eric Westerberg, left, and Andrew Stillman of Westerberg Landscaping rake up 
the last remnants of fall foliage to dispose of at St. Francis Catholic Church in 
Bradford during one of their work contracts in the community Friday.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Monday will be an “at home learning day” for 
Bradford Area School District, while district offi-
cials await COVID-19 test results from multiple 
families.

In a letter on the district’s site Friday, 
Superintendent Katharine Pude noted, “I want 
to make you aware that multiple families have 
reported to us that they were tested (Thursday) or 
will be tested today for Covid 19 due to exposure 
to the virus or because family members are symp-
tomatic.

“Many of these are a result of small group 
gatherings with friends, workplace spread, or due 
to Halloween festivities that have taken place out-
side of school. Because students are involved and 
the results of these tests will not be available to 
us until the latter part of the weekend or Monday, 
we will have little time to contact trace should 
any of these tests be positive,” the superintendent 
continued.

All students will participate in an “at home 
learning day” Monday out of an abundance of 

Bradford schools 
to have ‘at home 
learning’ Monday

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Through darkness 
comes light, which is 
definitely the case for the 
Serenity Glass Park in 
Port Allegany after being 
damaged by teenagers 
this past Labor Day.

According to Susan 
Carlson, design director, 
with the help of donations 
and the hard work of five 
volunteers, they were 
able to repair the damage 
done, preserving the site 
for generations to come.

“It took a team of five 
people, twenty-two hours 
collectively to make the 
repairs,” said Carlson and 
Brenda Sawyer, art direc-
tor, in a press release. “We 
added a new design fea-
ture to the repaired wall 
to demonstrate the many 
ways our creative team 
can add artistic touches.”

The damaged struc-
ture had to be redesigned 
to limit vulnerability to 
abuse; it is now one row 
high, not two, and the 
mortar joints are rein-
forced with stainless steel.

Carlson said after The 
Era featured the story on 
Sept. 9, people from hours 
away came to visit the 
park saying they heard 
about the damage.

“All these people came 
up in a caravan, there 
were probably a dozen 
or more people,” she 
explained. “They wanted 
to see the damage. They 
said it was heartbreak-
ing.”

The park received an 
enormous amount of 
community support, with 
some donating money 
for the repairs and one 
person even donating a 

Repairs made to Serenity Glass Park
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The newly repaired wall at the Serenity Glass Park in Port Allegany, bookended 
with beautiful glass horses.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Some of the stories at 
the Eldred World War 
II Museum have many 
layers, some that begin as 
early as World War I. The 
112th Infantry Regiment 
of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard is one 
such story, as the regi-
ment played a key role 
in both World War I and 
World War II. One local 
veteran’s story of service 
and survival adds yet 
another layer.

In World War I, the 
112th Infantry Regiment 
was part of the 28th 
Infantry Division and is 
considered the first war-
strength National Guard 
regiment in the U.S. 
The regiment was sent 
to France as part of the 
American Expeditionary 
Force and fought along-
side members of the 
French Army, British 
Army, Australian Army 
and Canadian Army.

The 28th was involved 
in numerous campaigns 
in France and lost 3,239 
soldiers during the fight-
ing, according to informa-
tion at the Eldred World 
War II Museum.

Wearing the Red 
Keystone shoulder patch 
that earned them the 
nickname the “Bloody 
Bucket” division, in World 
War II, local soldiers were 
part of K Company, Third 
Battalion, 112th Infantry.

As part of K Company, 
East Smethport native 
Sgt. Robert Black earned 
two of his three Purple 
Hearts during the fighting 
in Germany and Belgium 
during World War II.

Appleby shared 
Black’s story, which was 
not something he made 
well-known. Like most 
World War II veterans, he 
considered it his job and 
focused on his life after 
the war, leaving the mem-
ories in the past.

Black was at Hurtgen 
Forest in November 1944. 
During this battle, three 
divisions had already 
suffered staggering losses. 
Despite this, K Company 
was assigned to take 
Schmidt using a frontal 
assault. While that was 
successful, the victory was 
temporary. The Germans 
counter-attacked.

Black was wounded 

Lineage of 112th, 
Smethport native’s service intertwined
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Museum Curator Steve Appleby looks at a photo of K Company, 3rd Battalion, 
112th Infantry at Indiantown Gap before Pearl Harbor, which is on display. The 
photo includes East Smethport native Robert Black.

Black
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These photos show the 112th Infantry Regiment at Camp Hancock, Ga. before 
World War I. The top one was taken on March 5, 1918, while the second was 
taken on Dec. 25, 1917.
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