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With more people out of work, or working fewer hours, during the pandemic, 
services like the Friendship Table have been invaluable. The organization has to 
close temporarily, but businesses are stepping up to help.
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COUNTING DOWN: 
While we are under the 
wire on the week before 
Christmas (we hope you 
have all of your shopping 
done), the newsroom 
thought an inspiring 
poem was in order. We 
had this shared with us, 
and we are passing it 
along for our readers to 
enjoy as well. We can’t 
credit the writer, as we 
aren’t sure who they are. 
But good job to them, 
nonetheless.

“T’was a week before 
Christmas, and all 
through the town,

people wore masks, 
that covered their frown.

The frown had begun 
way back in the spring

when a global pan-
demic changed every-
thing.

They called it corona, 
but unlike the beer,

It didn’t bring good 
times, it didn’t bring 
cheer.

Airplanes were 
grounded, travel was 
banned.

Borders were closed 
across air, sea, and land.

As the world entered 
lockdown to flatten the 
curve, the economy halt-
ed,

and folks lost their 
nerve.

From March to July 
we rode the first wave,

people stayed home, 
they tried to behave.

When summer 
emerged the lockdown 
was lifted,

but away from cau-
tion, many folks drifted.

Now it’s December and 
cases are spiking, wave 
two has arrived, much to 
our disliking.

It’s true that this year 
has had sadness a-plenty,

we’ll never forget the 
year 2020.

And just ‘round the 
corner — The holiday sea-
son, but why be merry?

Is there even one rea-
son?

To decorate the house 
and put up the tree,

who will see it, no one 
but me.

But outside my win-
dow, the snow gently 
falls,

and I think to myself, 
let’s deck the halls!

So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland, and bows,

as I play those old car-
ols, my happiness grows.

Christmas is not can-
celed and neither is hope.

If we lean on each 
other, I know we can 
cope.”
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

‘Tis the season for joy 
and Christmas lights, and 
Kristy and Richard Barger 
of 523 Bolivar Drive make 
it their mission each year 
to deliver both.

“Christmas is one of 
my favorite holidays. I 
love looking at lights and 
to see the facial expres-
sions of kids when they 
come up. If I can put a 
smile on someone’s face, 
I”m happy,” Kristy Barger 
explained when contacted 
Monday.

Barger revealed that 
her decorating started 
small, with a few blow-
ups in the yard, shortly 
after they moved into 
their home. However, she 
realized that the number 
of light displays seemed 
to be declining. At the 
time, there was a unique 
display set up on the 
grounds of Beacon Light 
Behavioral Systems on 

Bolivar Drive residence 
wows visitors with light display
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The Bargers’ home at 523 Bolivar Drive is a beacon of Christmas joy, and that is especially true when the 
residents hand out treats at the end of their driveway. House ...  page A-10

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Friendship Table 
has had to close tempo-
rarily due to an employ-
ee with COVID-19-like 
symptoms.

However, the commu-
nity is stepping up to fill 
the need, according to 
Table board member Ron 
Orris.

“Because we have an 
amazing community,” 
two businesses are donat-
ing meals and time to 
serve the Table’s visitors, 
Orris said.

On Monday, 
Beefeaters’ owner Todd 
Hennard served meals 
through the side door of 
the restaurant. CJ Bar-
B-Que will serve food 
for the community from 
3 to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
and Thursday. CJ will 
be parked in front of the 
Friendship Table on East 
Corydon Street during 
that time.

Hennard will be 
serving meals again 
today from 3 to 5 p.m. 
through the side door 
of Beefeater’s.Orris was 
not sure how long the 
Friendship Table will be 

closed, explaining that it 
will depend on how test 
results for the employ-
ee turn out. He said on 
Monday afternoon that 
the employee was cur-
rently being tested in 
Olean, N.Y.

If the person tests pos-
itive, he suggested the 
organization would likely 
close for two weeks.

The Friendship Table 
has been serving a record 
number of people since 
the start of the pandemic, 
when widespread closures 
brought economic hard-
ship to many. For safety 
reasons, the organization 
switched this spring from 
serving dine-in meals 
to serving to-go meals 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Bradford City Mayor 
James McDonald went to 
social media to not only 
show his appreciation for 
the Table, Beefeaters and 
CJ Bar-B-Que, but also 
to suggest another way 
residents can help feed 
the community: keep local 
blessing boxes stocked 
with non-perishable food 
items.

Community steps up as 
Friendship Table closes temporarily

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

While there may not 
be a substantial amount 
of snow, the area may at 
least have a covering of 
white on the ground just 
in time for Santa to fly in 
with his reindeer, accord-
ing to Kevin Fitzgerald, 
meteorologist for the 
National Weather Service 
in State College.

Fitzgerald said 
Christmas Eve will be 
the most active day for 
the weather, bringing in 
some rain, possibly mixed 
with snow earlier in the 
day, then changing back 
into snow Christmas Eve 
night.

“It will be up into the 
mid 40s and then things 
will get colder at night, 
turning the rain into 
snow,” he said. “Looks 
like there is potential for 
a light accumulation, 
enough to cover the 
ground again.”

The temperature is 
expected to drop into the 
lower teens by Christmas 
morning. Christmas day 
is expected to be in the 
lower 20s with snow 
showers likely.

A press release 
from Gov. Wolf 
Monday encouraged 
Pennsylvanians to prepare 
for the health impacts that 

Odds of white 
Christmas looking likely

Era photo by Barb Close

Otto-Eldred High School students Katie Sheeler, 
Reilly Raught and Emmalee Sheeler roll snow for 
their snowman building competition as part of the 
Integrated Health and PE class on Monday morning.

The Bradford Era will remain closed to the 
public from today until Monday, Dec. 28, for 
cleaning and safety reasons.

The offices may be reached by telephone, the 
business office at (814) 368-3173, and the news-
room at (814) 362-6531. The newsroom email is 
news@bradfordera.com

The Era business office will reopen on 
Monday, Dec. 28, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
the newsroom will reopen at 1 p.m. Masks are 
required to be worn inside the building. Only 
one customer may be in the lobby at a time.

The newspaper will continue as scheduled. 
There will be no paper on Friday, Dec. 25, in 
observance of the Christmas holiday.

Era to 
be closed
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