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IN MEMORIAM: Each 
year, The Era publishes 
a special section of the 
newspaper devoted to 
the men and women who 
have given the ultimate 
sacrifice, and perished in 
service of their country.

Memorial Day is a day 
to remember those who 
died in active military 
service. This year, we not 
only want to honor those 
who died in service of 
their country, but also 
those veterans who came 
home from active duty 
but have since passed 
away.

We request that fami-
lies who would like to see 
a loved one included in 
this year’s Memorial Day 
special section to submit 
a photo and a written 
description of their loved 
one’s service.

Electronic submissions 
are preferred. Please send 
submissions to: news@
bradfordera.com

Submissions may be 
dropped off at the Era’s 
office between 9 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Please do not drop off 
or mail keepsake photos.

———
NATIONAL 

LIBRARIAN DAY: There 
are 317,596 librarians, 
curators, and archivists 
working at 2,323 librar-
ies and archives estab-
lishments in the United 
States. Today is a good 
day to stop and appreci-
ate those who choose this 
career path.

Some facts:
The employment of 

librarians is expected to 
rise 9% between now and 
2026.

The job is a common 
tie between several nota-
ble names, as former FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover, 
author Lewis Carroll, for-
mer first lady Laura Bush 
and China’s Mao Zedong 
all worked as librarians 
or in libraries.

Finally, librarians 
watch over more than 
books. The Library of 
Congress has been pre-
serving recordings since 
2002 and The New York 
Public Library contains 46 
million items, including 
artifacts in addition to 
books.
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

T’is the season for 
things to reopen, and 
Bradford’s Pennsylvania 
Careerlink® office is wel-
coming walk-in visitors. 
Careerlink offers a num-
ber of resources to both 
job seekers and employers 
who are hiring, and now 
is the time to take advan-
tage of those resources.

“People are sur-
prised at everything we 
have to offer,” said Ron 
Hammersley, site admin-
istrator for Bradford’s 
Pennsylvania Careerlink® 
office as he outlined the 
various ways visitors can 
find help at the location at 
40 Davis Street.

Locally, there are six 
counties (McKean, Potter, 
Elk, Cameron, Jefferson 
and Clearfield) served by 
Careerlink offices, all of 
which are again open to 
walk-ins.

When it comes to the 
help an individual may 
need to get a job, there’s 
no area that can’t be 
addressed.

“The biggest difficulty 
is to get people in the 
door,” Hammersley said. 
“People — and businesses 
— don’t know the oppor-
tunity is there. We really 
want people to reach out. 
I think we are a good fit 
to help them succeed.”

He attributed that in 
part to the slow adjust-
ment to various locations 
reopening, as well as the 
availability of increased 
unemployment and a 
lingering hesitation to go 
back to work after a year 

of COVID-19 related con-
cerns.

While job hunting 
after the coronavirus pan-
demic may seem like a 
challenging task to tackle, 
it would be beneficial to 
do so sooner rather than 
later.

“It might be better to 
find a job now, when the 
pool of those looking is 
smaller,” Hammersley 
said. He explained that, 
while things are looking 
up now, there are still 
uncertainties related to 
COVID-19. However, at 
some point in the future, 
the additional   

Doors are open at Careerlink, 
now’s the time to job hunt
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

When the YWCA Bradford recently 
erected a new sign on its future prop-
erty site on Congress Street, they did 
so to let the community know “we’re 
still here and we’re moving forward.”

That was the word this week from 
Angela Erway, development and mar-
keting director for the YW located at 
24 W. Corydon St.

“This (sign) was something that 
was part of the process that I am still 
working on,” Erway said.

“We’re just letting people know 
that this is a future site .... obviously 
like everybody else we had to take a 
long pause in 2020 and halt all of our 
fundraising” due to the pandemic.

Erway added, “We still received 
gifts throughout the year, which was 
wonderful and unsolicited — and 
wonderful.”

The project site, which had con-
tained the former Second Ward 
School, was demolished in December 
of 2019 to make way for the new 
YWCA Bradford headquarters and 
shelter.

Officials initially had hoped to 

YWCA Bradford ‘still here and moving forward’

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

The YWCA Bradford recently erected a new sign on the site of its future home and headquarters 
on Congress Street.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bradford City will receive $17,500 in COVID-19 relief 
to support its Main Street and Elm Street programs.

The funding is from the COVID-19 Relief – Supporting 
Elm and Main (SEAM) program. Gov. Tom Wolf 
announced the financial award Wednesday.

“SEAM provides financial assistance to community 
revitalization organizations dedicated to community and 
economic development in older and historic downtowns, 
commercial districts, and neighborhoods according to the 
principles of the Elm Street and Main Street approaches,” 
stated a press release from Wolf’s office.

SEAM is supported by Keystone Communities fund-
ing and helps organizations that have been economically 
impacted by COVID-19.

Sarah Matzner, Main Street/Elm Street coordinator, 
talked about the importance of the two revitalization pro-
grams in Bradford.

“The Main Street and Elm Street programs strive to 
promote these areas as places to live, work and visit,” she 
explained. “We focus on things like business recruitment, 
façade improvement, community advocacy and special 
events.”

Shane Oschman, executive director of the Office 

Main Street/Elm 
Street programs 
awarded relief
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Photo submitted

Laura Austin Burdick shared this photo of a pair of eagles in the 
Smethport area. This pair has been near her house for about 10 years or 
so. She was disappointed the pair had no babies this year.

Longtime oil man 
Raymond “Ray” D. 
Saunders passed away 
peace-
fully 
in his 
sleep on 
Tuesday, 
April 
13, 2021, 
after 
a very 
brief ill-
ness.

He 
was 95.

“He was a remark-
able man. He came 
to Bradford early on, 
when Witco acquired 
the facility, and made 
Bradford his home,” 
said Bob Esch, who 
retired from American 
Refining Group. “Ray 
was one of the most 

caring people; he cared 
about the industry, he 
cared about the people 
that worked for him.”

Esch also spoke 
of Saunders’ vivid 
memory, noting that 
Saunders spoke at the 
Penn Brad Oil Museum 
when he was recog-
nized for his years of 
service and “spoke 
passionately about his 
time in Bradford and 
the importance of the 
refinery.”

Esch also shared 
that both he and his 
father had worked 
with Saunders during 
his career.

“My father felt the 
same way about Ray; 
he was a remarkable, 
caring man who cared 

Prominent oil man 
Raymond Saunders 

dies at 95
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