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PARK WEEK: 
Beginning Saturday, 
outdoor enthusiasts are 
encouraged to recreate 
responsibly with a vari-
ety of events in honor 
of National Park Week 
— intended to celebrate 
the nation’s parks and 
American Heritage.

The Department of 
the Interior announced 
National Park Week, 
which encourages the 
public to explore the vast 
network of our national 
parks, sacred sites, and 
historical landmarks, as 
well as our shared her-
itage contained within 
them.

“Every national park 
has its own unique story 
to tell, yet so much of 
our nation’s shared heri-
tage can be found in the 
towering forests and vast 
desert expanses that make 
up our National Park 
System,” said Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland. 
“The outdoors has also 
proven to be a welcome 
refuge during the past 
year of the pandemic. 
I encourage everyone 
to enjoy the beauty and 
wonder of our national 
parks safely and respon-
sibly.”

To kick off National 
Park Week, every 
national park will have 
a free admission day on 
Saturday.

The public is asked to 
recreate responsibly when 
visiting parks, including 
following rules requiring 
masks when physical dis-
tancing cannot be main-
tained.

Visit nps.gov/npweek 
or nationalparkweek.org 
for more virtual program-
ming.

The 2021 National Park 
Week theme days are:

April 17: Free Admission 
and ParkRx Day

April 18: VIP 
(Volunteers in Parks) 
Sunday

April 19: Military 
Monday

April 20: Transformation 
Tuesday

April 21: Wayback 
Wednesday

April 22: Earth Day
April 23: Friendship 

Friday
April 24: Junior Ranger 

Day
April 25: BARK Ranger 

Day
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Sunny /A-8
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By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Cases of COVID-19 are dropping 
and numbers of area residents vac-
cinated are rising. It’s time to think 
about the return of popular events. The 
Downtown Bradford Business District 
Authority is partnering with The 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford to 
bring back one popular, family friendly 
event — Pumpkin Fest.

Recognizing that the situation with 
COVID-19 is fluid, the committee stated 
the following:

“The Pumpkin Fest Committee will 
be closely following all COVID-19 
guidelines. We will comply with all 
CDC recommendations on the day of 
the event. Should we have to cancel the 
event, full refunds of vendor fees will 
be issued.”

Meanwhile, with an eye on the posi-
tive and plans for an outdoor event like 
Pumpkin Fest to be manageable this 
year, one new activity is intended to 
provide a fun chance for competition.

“We’re bringing in a new attraction 
called ‘The Meltdown.’ Fans of the TV 
show ‘Wipeout’ will be familiar,” Sarah 

Plans coming together 
for Pumpkin Fest 2021
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Visitors enjoy a hayride down Main Street during Pumpkin Fest in 2019. After a one-year hiatus 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, the event is slated to be held again this fall.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The latest virus figures 
from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
showed that COVID-19 
remains a problem in the 
local region.

The weekly update 
provided by the health 
department and the office 
of Gov. Tom Wolf com-
pared the period of April 
2 to 8 to the previous 
seven days, March 26 to 
April 1.

Elk and Potter counties 
were both listed at sub-
stantial risk of community 
transmission of COVID-
19, while McKean County 
is moderate and Cameron 
County is low.

McKean County’s 

percent positivity was at 
9.1%, down slightly from 
the prior week’s rate of 
9.2%. The incidence rate 
was 93.5 per 100,000 res-
idents and there was one 
additional confirmed case 
of COVID-19 during the 
most recent period.

Elk County’s percent 
positivity had a consid-
erable jump, from 16.3% 
to 22.8% for the most 
recent time period. The 
incidence rate was 240.7 
per 100,000 residents, and 
there were 28 more con-
firmed cases during this 
time frame than there had 
been in the previous one.

Potter County’s per-
cent positivity more than 
doubled, from 6.5% to 
13.2%. The incidence rate 

Elk, Potter counties 
at substantial 

risk of virus spread
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Spring shows its presence as flowers are almost ready to bloom on the 
Richard E. McDowell Community Trail.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The top prosecutors from 
three local counties have banded 
together to ask the state to take 
action on a deadly drug that is 
creeping into the local markets.

Etizolam — known as “tiz-
zies” or “street benzos” — is not 
authorized for medical use in 
the U.S. Prosecutors — Cameron 
County District Attorney Paul 
Malizia, Elk County District 
Attorney Thomas Coppolo 
and McKean County District 
Attorney Stephanie Vettenburg-
Shaffer — are urging legislators 
to list the drug as a Schedule 
I controlled substance in 
Pennsylvania, where it would 
join heroin, ecstasy, LSD, PCP 
and crack cocaine, drugs with no 
medical use and a high potential 
for abuse and addiction.

A joint press release issued by 
the district attorneys indicated 
they had written to legislators 
and others to let them know 
etizolam has been seen in this 
region already, and was first dis-
covered in St. Marys in October 
of 2020. Etizolam was confiscat-
ed during an arrest by Bradford 

City Police in December, 2020.
Malizia’s office is “current-

ly prosecuting a case in which 
school children were found to be 
significantly under the influence 
in their school after eating an 
item that looked like a popular 
candy but which was later found 
to contain Etizolam,” the release 
noted.

Malizia quoted from an 
expert his office has retained 
who said that Etizolam is 
“ten times more potent than 
Diazepam or Valium on a mil-
ligram per milligram basis. It 
is not authorized by the FDA 
for medical use in the United 
States and is not considered a 
controlled substance in the State 
of Pennsylvania. It is primarily 
purchased via the internet and 
has emerged as a dangerous 
chemical on the illicit drug mar-
ket in the United States causing 
extensive morbidity and mor-
tality. In the U.S. it is unsafe for 
human use at any dose.”

Coppolo indicated he had 
received a 2016 bulletin from 
the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration regarding the 

Local DAs ask state to criminalize drug etizolam
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Etizolam, known as tizzies or street benzos, is shown in both pill 
and powder form. Etizolam ...  page A-8


