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Celebrate with legal 
beverages: Valentine’s 
Day was yesterday, but 
you don’t need to empty 
your wallet to make this 
weekend or a future 
date night special. Dave 
Kuiawa, Pittsburgh-based 
wine specialist for Fine 
Wine & Good Spirits, has 
wine and chocolate pair-
ings perfect for a romantic 
night in with a loved one 
or a care-free Galentine’s 
with girlfriends.

“On a superficial 
level, we always want 
to pair a wine that is 
slightly sweeter than 
the chocolate we are 
featuring,” said Wine 
Specialist Dave Kuiawa. 
“Sweetness in chocolate 
and sweetness in wine 
vary widely and we need 
to make sure we don’t 
mis-match the two.”

Wine & Chocolate 
Pairings:

Milk Chocolate & 
Secoli Amarone della 
Valpolicella

Milk Chocolate Dipped 
Strawberries & Heidseck 
Monopole Champagne

Dark Chocolate 
(Medium Cacao) & Dow’s 
Late Bottle Vintage Port 
2011

Dark Chocolate (High 
Cacao) & Terlato & 
Chapoutier Shiraz

White Chocolate & 
Cascinetta Vietti Moscato 
d’ Asti

For further consider-
ation, Kuiawa has this to 
say:

“Simply try to match 
sweet with sweet and dry 
with dry. There are a lot 
of reasons why we love 
both chocolate and wine 
and a lot of it — because 
they have more in com-
mon than we give them 
credit for. Experiment, 
enjoy the experience, and 
fall in love with both this 
Valentine’s Day!”

Fine Wine & Good 
Spirits also has delicious-
ly decadent cocktail ideas 
sure to make the night 
special.

Love Bites
1 ½ oz Belvedere 

Vodka
¾ oz Aperol Liqueur
½ oz Keep It Simple 

Syrup
1 oz egg white
½ oz fresh lemon juice
3 Luxardo Maraschino 

Cherries
Combine first five 

ingredients in a shaker; 
shake vigorously. Add 
ice and shake again. 
Strain into a coupe glass. 
Garnish with skewered 
cherries.
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What’s in a name?

WHEN IT’S HILLMAN, A LOT.

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Miss McKean County, 
Gretchen Henneman 
recently placed in the top 
five for 2020 Pennsylvania 
Fair Queen in Hershey 
at the Pennsylvania 
State Fair Association 
Convention. During the 
contest, the Bradford 
Area High School student 
participated in a series of 
interviews, a speech com-
petition and an evening 
gown competition with 
59 other contestants, who 
were evaluated based on 
public speaking skills, 
personality, knowledge 
of the fair and agriculture 
industries, and poise and 
presence.

“It was an extreme 
honor to be chosen as my 
county’s representative 
for the Pennsylvania State 
Fair Queen Competition,” 
noted Henneman.

She said she initially 
became interested in 
competing after watching 
the Miss Bradford com-
petition at her school her 
sophomore year.

“I decided to compete 
my junior year and was 
encouraged by friends 
and family to take part,” 
explained Henneman. “I 
competed for the title of 
Miss Bradford and was 
awarded the title — a 
journey that I will never 
forget.

“I truly believe you 
can have the heart and 
personality a fair queen 
should have whether you 
are wearing the crown 
or not,” said Henneman, 
when asked if she had 
any tips for aspiring fair 
queens. “You can do this 
by treating everyone you 
meet with respect and 
working hard in all you 
do.”

She went on to say that 
she believes the fear of 
failure shouldn’t prevent 
anyone from trying some-
thing new or following a 
new passion, as she was 
initially nervous to run 
for Miss Bradford.

“I am so thankful I did 
because it has rewarded 
me with an unforgettable 

Henneman places in top five for Pa. Fair Queen

Photo provided

McKean County Fair Queen Gretchen Henneman recently placed in the top five 
for Miss Pennsylvania State Fair Queen.

Era photo by Christine Holtz

Celine, one of the many adoptable dogs available at the McKean County SPCA 
mans the kissing booth during a fundraiser at Tractor Supply on Valentine’s Day, 
with the help of Faith Fitzsimmons.
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

There is no cause for panic.
That was the central part of the mes-

sage from Mount Jewett Mayor Annie 
Wolfe on Friday. She stopped by The 
Era to get the word out to residents of 
the borough and of Hamlin Township 
that talks of consolidation between the 
two municipalities are just that — talks.

“I wanted to assure the public that 
although officials in Hamlin Township 
and the borough are looking to start a 
committee, that this is just a discussion 
and nothing is going to happen immedi-
ately,” Wolfe said.

She noted that a story earlier in the 
week with municipal officials talking 
about forming a committee to study 
future possibilities was causing concern 
among residents.

The committee, she said, “is to see if 
this is going to benefit both communi-
ties or not.”

Wolfe added, “My understanding 

is that when this committee is formed, 
that it will be open to the public. People 
from service organizations and from the 
public would be invited to talk about 
the pros and cons.”

There are a lot of good things hap-
pening in Mount Jewett, and a lot to 
look forward to.

“We are a small borough and we’ve 
got some development there that could 
enhance things,” Wolfe said. She men-
tioned the MJ2KB Trail Club as an 
example.

“That started out small and things 
are getting better,” she explained. 
“People are starting to hold events on 
the trail. We used it as part of the Bob 
Swanson Memorial Run.”

And of course, the Kinzua Bridge 
State Park is the tourism capital of 
McKean County.

“There’s been some wonderful 
numbers of people coming to see the 
bridge,” Wolfe said. In 2019, there were 

Mount Jewett mayor says 
no cause for alarm 
about merger talks
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

While it isn’t clear yet who all may enter the 
race for the state senate seat to be vacated by the 
retirement of Joe Scarnati, one local politician has 
said he will not.

On Friday, state Rep. Matt Gabler, R-DuBois, 
told The Era, “I am not looking to run for the sen-
ate seat.”

Gabler has announced his plan to retire from 
political office at the end of 2020. Speculation 
has been voiced that the National Guardsman 
and young legislator — at only 36 years of age — 
would be a shoe-in for the senate seat.

While he had announced his retirement from 
the legislature before Scarnati did, Gabler said the 
senator’s decision doesn’t change his mind.

“I’m looking forward to being a private cit-
izen,” he said with a laugh. “The family and I 
made a decision it was time to do something 
different.”

With that said, though, he doesn’t plan on tak-
ing it easy for the remainder of his term.

“I’m going to sprint to the finish line,” Gabler 
said.

In his announcement about not seeking re-elec-
tion, Gabler said, “I am still working to complete 
a number of proposals on behalf of my constitu-
ents, including legislation currently in the Senate 
to keep our students safe as they travel to school, 
and a bill containing my amendment to expand 
the State Fire Commissioner’s grant program for 
fire and EMS Companies. “Additionally, I contin-
ue to collaborate with State Fire Commissioner 
Bruce Trego on another proposal to make volun-
teer firefighter training more user-friendly and 
more readily accessible to those who wish to 
serve.”

He discussed the state budget process as well.
“As a member of the House Appropriations 

Committee, I look forward to the important 
work in front of me to ensure that the 2020-21 
state budget is a responsible plan on behalf of 
Pennsylvania’s taxpayers,” the representative 
said. “I am proud of my track record in hold-
ing the line on taxes and keeping Pennsylvania 
competitive, and I pledge to keep that work 
front and center until my last day in the General 
Assembly.”

To date, candidates who have announced 
in some form their intent to seek the senate 
seat include Democrat Margie Brown of St. 
Marys, and Republicans Dr. James M. Brown of 
Brockway, state Rep. Cris Dush of Brookville, 
and John “Herm” Suplizio, the city manager of 
DuBois.

State Rep. Martin Causer, R-Turtlepoint, also 
said he does not intend to seek the office, saying 
he hopes to stay in the state House, where he 
has seniority and plans to keep working for rural 
Pennsylvania.

Gabler not 
seeking state 
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