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The community gath-
ered Sunday afternoon at 
the Diamond in down-
town St. Marys to show 
their support for law 
enforcement.

Support came in the 
form of a Life Matters 
Now Pro-Police Rally.

Scott Wiest, president 
of Life Matters Now, talk-
ed about why the event is 
important.

“This kind of com-
munity support for the 
police should be regular 
fare. The police are gifts 
from God who protect 
and serve us,” he said. 
“It makes no sense to dis-
honor those who deserve 
honor.”

Several community 
members made appear-
ances at the event.

Elk County District 
Attorney Tom Coppolo 
served as emcee for the 
event, and among the 
speakers was U.S. Rep. 
Glenn Thompson, R-Pa. 
The Singing Dutchmen 
men’s chorus performed, 
too.

Wiest encourages orga-
nizations that are actively 
protesting police orga-
nizations and calling for 
defunding the police to sit 
down for a conversation 
with them instead.

“We’re proud of our 
police and we want them 
to know they are loved. 

Today’s event was suc-
cessful because the police 
are worthy and valuable 
and the people know it,” 
Wiest said on Sunday. 
“The community came 
out and showed it. There 
was a sense of patriotism 
and thanksgiving that 
should be covered and 
reported.”

Wiest was thrilled with 
the supporters who came 
out to take part.

“Every speaker spoke 
with heart and honesty,” 
he said. “They represent-
ed the thoughts of Life 
Matters Now and I’m cer-
tain of the crowd too. You 
should have heard the 
roar of the crowd as JM 
DeLullo Stone Company 
encircled the Diamond 
honking their horns and 
sporting Pro-Police ban-
ners on the beds of the 
rigs. It was something I 
will never forget.”

Wiest is hopeful the 
sentiment of the event 
will live on.

“The feelings of pride 
and honor for our police 
and community will stay 
with me forever. I only 
hope that every commu-
nity across this great land 
will experience such a 
positive experience. Love, 
unity and safety were 
experienced. We need 
more of this.”

Pro-Police Rally 
held in St. Marys
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A police officer hands out T-shirts, flags and candy to the crowd.
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U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa., speaks to the crowd at Sunday’s Back the 
Blue rally.
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While people won’t be 
able to attend an in-per-
son Elegance in Chocolate 
this year, they can enjoy 
the event’s famous 
homemade treats while 
supporting the Bradford 
Salvation Army.

The organization is 
hosting a to-go Elegance 
in Chocolate fundraiser 
due to COVID-19 con-
cerns.

For $10, supporters 
can buy a box of assorted 
chocolates. Orders are 
due by this Thursday, and 
they will be ready for dis-
tribution Oct. 16.

“All chocolates are 
being made in-house by 
our wonderful volun-
teers so we can ensure all 
health and safety proto-
cols are being followed,” 
said Capt. David Means 
Jr., Corps commanding 
officer in Bradford.

Elegance in Chocolate orders due Thursday
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Leonard Norville of Lewis Run helps himself to some chocolate during the Salvation Army’s 2019 Elegance 
in Chocolate fundraiser. While people won’t be able to gather in person this year due to the pandemic, 
Bradford residents can purchase a box of the homemade chocolate treats at a to-go Elegance in Chocolate.
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A small oak tree has already turned a brilliant red early in the fall season. 

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Twenty-four small businesses in the four-coun-
ty region will receive state grants from the sec-
ond round of funding for businesses that were 
impacted by the business closure order during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to the governor’s office, 8 business-
es in McKean County will receive grants, as will 
5 in Cameron County, 6 in Elk County and 5 in 
Potter County.

While business names and grant amounts 
will not be available until agreements are signed 
and funds are disbursed, the state Department 
of Community and Economic Development has 
released a list of the first-round recipients.

In the first round, seven McKean County busi-
nesses received a cumulative total of $130,000. 
Five Elk County businesses received a total 
of $25,000. Five Cameron County businesses 

Small 
business grants 
awarded to 24
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WATERSPOUTS: The 
Great Lakes were recently 
the site of a world record 
waterspout outbreak.

A waterspout is a 
whirling column of air 
and mist over a body of 
water.

The International 
Centre for Waterspout 
Research, based in 
Canada, is an “indepen-
dent non-governmental 
organization comprised of 
individuals from around 
the world who are inter-
ested in the field of water-
spouts from a research, 
operational and safety 
perspective.”

They posted some 
information, and some 
interesting photos, on the 
group’s Facebook page.

“The highest number 
of waterspouts / funnels 
ever recorded took place 
recently over the Great 
Lakes during a 7-day 
period from Sept. 28 to 
Oct. 4,” the page noted.

“We have confirmed 
an unbelievable 232 
waterspouts / funnels 
during this period. This 
breaks the old record 
of 88 spouts that took 
place from Aug. 16-18, 
2020. The events from 
this recent outbreak were 
reported over every Great 
Lake, with the majority 
occurring over Lake Erie.”

They listed several rea-
sons why so many spouts 
formed, the first of which 
was cold air.

“A continual flow of 
arctic air over the rela-
tively warm waters of the 
Great Lakes (meteorolo-
gists call this, ‘A pipeline 
to the Arctic’) causing 
instability and ideal con-
ditions for waterspouts.”

The second was that a 
lot of people were looking 
for them.

“Coordination with 
storm chasers and the 
media who reported 
sightings on social 
media,” was the reason 
listed. And third, map-
ping: “Availability of our 
waterspout forecast maps 
to give advance notice 
and focus in on probable 
waterspout hot spots.”

The group noted 
during the height of the 
event, a one-day record of 
82 waterspouts were spot-
ted on Oct. 1.

Observer David Piano 
noted 38 spouts that he 
had seen in one day.

Another highlight 
was a “family of 4 water-
spouts occurring at the 
same time,” and the last 
was that some of the 
spouts moved onshore, 
but luckily caused no 
damage.

According to the 
National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration, tornadic 
waterspouts are tornadoes 
that form over water, 
or move from land to 
water, while fair weather 
waterspouts usually form 
along the dark flat base 
of a line of developing 
cumulus clouds. This type 
of waterspout is generally 
not associated with thun-
derstorms.


