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CHRISTMAS RANK: 
Christmas celebra-
tions are important in 
Bradford, and the city 
was recently recognized 
for those efforts, as 
TravelAwaits.com named 
Bradford sixth out of 
“10 Pennsylvania towns 
that feel like you’re in 
a Hallmark Christmas 
movie.”

Cheery lights and hol-
iday treats are common 
in various towns, but 
the ones on the list have 
unique annual festivities 
that make a trip worth 
the time and effort.

The article, which 
can be found at https://
www.travelawaits.
com/2558273/pennsyl-
vania-hallmark-christ-
mas-movie-towns/, 
shares the author’s favor-
ite Pennsylvania towns 
that could qualify to be in 
a Hallmark movie.

The article finishes up 
with 10th place, which 
goes to Bedford, where 
a Holiday Open House 
sets the stage for holiday 
shopping and residents 
can enjoy a carol-themed 
scavenger hunt; Ligonier 
is ninth with Light Up 
Ligonier, when Santa 
visits in a horse-drawn 
sleigh; Wellsboro is 
eighth with its Christmas 
on Main Street week-
end a notable draw; and 
Lititz is seventh with 
Hometown Christmas.

Bradford, of course, is 
sixth. The author men-
tions Old-Fashioned 
Christmas with its horse-
drawn carriage rides and 
carolers, while also giving 
a nod to the Winter Wine 
Walk with its adults-only 
beverage sampling.

Saxton is fifth with its 
small town atmosphere 
and Christmas in the 
Parkway celebration, 
Canonsburg is fourth 
with its bright lights and 
old-fashioned festivities, 
Strasburg is third with 
Christmas train rides and 
Indiana is second, with 
its recognition as the 
Christmas Tree Capital 
of the World and its 
annual It’s a Wonderful 
Life Festival.

Claiming first place 
was Tunkhannock, which 
hosts Christmas in Our 
Hometown during the 
leadup to the holiday. 
Carolers, a parade, a pet 
parade and live nativity 
scene are some of the 
highlights of their festiv-
ities.
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COOKIN’!
Holiday Gift

Headquarters!
Christmas Lights and Trees, Hallmark Cards and Gifts, 

Dewalt, Milwaukee, Craftsman, Ego, Traeger-
Big Green Egg-Weber Grills, , Yeti and so much more!!

ICE MELT 
Rock Salt 50# $5.79/bag

Polar Votex 50# $12.49/bag
Calcium Pellets 50# $19.99/bag

RED HOT BUY

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Sure it has rained, and 
snowed. But it’s 2020, so 
we’re in a drought.

On Wednesday, Steve 
Disney, executive direc-
tor of the Bradford City 
Water Authority, said the 
authority’s “upland reser-
voirs remain well below 
normal.”

Heffer Reservoir, the 
city’s largest, has a capac-
ity of 760 million gallons. 
Currently, it’s at 470 mil-
lion gallons.

“Northwest 
Pennsylvania experi-
enced a relatively mild 
2019-2020 winter, a drier 
than usual spring and 
an exceptionally dry/
hot summer,” Disney 
explained. “This has 
resulted in water aquifer 
recharge rates and surface 
flows to be well below 
normal levels.”

The Pennsylvania 
Department of 

Disney: Bradford water 
customers should reduce usage
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Heffner Reservoir, the largest of the Bradford City Water Authority’s supplies, is at 290 million gallons below 
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By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Since serving its 
20,000th meal back in 
August, The Friendship 
Table has continued to see 
an increase in the amount 
of meals it serves each 
day.

According to Assistant 
Manager Joe Doriguzzi, 
as of Wednesday, the 
total take-out meals 
served since March 15 
was 35,570. If meals 
served before March 15 
are added in, it totals to 
over 40,000. In contrast, in 
2019, the yearly total was 
32,649 meals.

“We used to have 
an average of 120 peo-
ple a day. Now, we’ve 

had a few days averag-
ing at 200,” explained 
Doriguzzi. “There have 
been a lot of new people 
the last few weeks.”

Initially the facility 
expected take-out meals 
to slow down due to the 
colder weather, though 
they still had around 135 
people, even the night of 
a snowstorm. During a 
regular week, the facility 
now serves around 1,000 
meals.

With other local 
organizations provid-
ing Thanksgiving meals 
to local residents, The 
Friendship Table holds 
their Thanksgiving meal 
on the Wednesday before. 

Friendship Table 
continues to see 
increase in need

Era photo by Barb Close 

The snow gently drifts as this young yearling munches on acorns near a 
home in Eldred.  
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Festival 
of Trees virtual live auc-
tion is today.

The live auction will 
be livestreamed from the 
Main Street Mercantile 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. today, 
and people can participate 
by visiting https://ibid.
org/v/EUCEYER6 or fol-
lowing the link from the 
“Festival of Trees — ELF 
Fund” Facebook page.

The Festival of Trees 
is The ELF Fund’s largest 
annual fundraiser.

Participants do not 
need to RSVP for the live 
auction; just get online a 
few minutes early to log 
in on the bidding website 
and provide contact and 
credit card information. 
Longtime Festival auc-
tioneer Tim Asinger, along 
with wife Kristin and son 
Max, will run the bidding 
on the livestream.

The Main Street 
Mercantile will be closed 
to the public during the 
live auction.

Among the live auc-
tion items will be all 
four entries in the Tree 
Challenge. Individuals 
and groups in the 
community decorated 
Christmas trees. They 
will compete to see which 
tree will bring in the most 
money, with the tree that 
brings in the highest bid 
being declared the winner.

This year’s entrants 
are a tree named “Faith” 
decorated by Cadette 
Troop #26010, Brownie 
Troop #20335 and Daisy 
Troop 20029 led by Bonnie 
Leposa; “Candyland 
Christmas” decorated by 
Tina Baker and Kessel 
Construction; “Woodland 
Wonderland” decorat-
ed by Sandy Corradi 
and “Victorian Merry 

Festival of Trees live auction is today
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Participants in the 
Festival of Trees silent 
auction can bid on this 
Shop Local Tree, which 
would make a perfect 
Christmas gift for some-
one who likes to stop in 
local businesses.
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