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The Campbells perform for the residents of the Ecumenical Home at 
Wednesday’s fall fest. To see more photos of the fall fest visit A8 and A4.
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APPLE RECIPES FOR 
FALL: It’s the time of year 
for apples, and Apple 
Pie Marshmallows sound 
like a fun challenge in the 
kitchen.

Ingredients
— For the marshmal-

lows: Nonstick cooking 
spray; one-quarter cup 
unfiltered apple juice; 
3 tablespoons gelatin; 2 
cups (400 g) granulated 
sugar; one-half cup (120 
g) water; one-quarter cup 
(65 ml) honey; one pack-
age freeze-dried apples 
(1.2-ounces), pulverized to 
a crumb, divided.

— For the topping: 5 
tablespoons all-purpose 
flour; 3 tablespoons light 
brown sugar; three-quar-
ters teaspoon ground cin-
namon; two-thirds cup (80 
g) confectioners’ sugar; 1 
tablespoon unsalted but-
ter, melted; 3 tablespoons 
cornstarch

Instructions
To make the marsh-

mallows: Lightly coat a 
9-inch/23 cm square pan 
with non-stick cooking 
spray. Place parchment on 
top, letting it overhang 2 
sides, then coat once more 
with nonstick cooking 
spray. Place the apple juice 
in a large bowl and sprin-
kle the gelatin over the 
surface; leave untouched 
to bloom.

In a medium sauce-
pan, combine granulated 
sugar, 1/2 cup water, and 
honey and cook, stir-
ring, over medium heat 
until the sugar dissolves. 
Simmer and cook with-
out stirring until a candy 
thermometer reads 240ºF 
(116ºC).

Pour sugar mixture into 
the gelatin mixture; use an 
electric mixer to beat on 
low speed until combined. 
Increase speed to high and 
beat until thick and fluffy, 
about 10 minutes. Fold in 
all but 1 tablespoon of the 
freeze-dried apple crumbs 
(reserve those for the 
topping). Using a lightly 
oiled spatula, scrape the 
mixture into the prepared 
pan. Smooth out the top 
(the top surface will not 
be completely even). Set 
aside.

To make topping: 
Place the flour, sugars, 
cinnamon, butter and 
remaining tablespoon 
of freeze-dried apple 
crumbs in a bowl, tossing 
with a fork to combine. 
The topping is ready 
when it starts to come 
together into small crum-
bles. Sprinkle and gently 
press the topping into 
top of the marshmallow. 
Set aside in a cool place 
(not the refrigerator) for 8 
hours or overnight to set.
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No one was injured 
when a Bradford Area 
School District bus was 
shot with a BB gun 
Wednesday afternoon 
on Songbird Road, just 
after leaving the bus 
garage.

No children were 
on board the bus at 
the time, according to 
Bradford Township 
Police.

The driver said he 
heard a crack, and 
stopped the bus at 
Owens Way. He found 
a bullet hole in the win-
dow directly behind his 
seat, police said.

A release sent out by 
the school district said 
the driver had been hit 
with fragments of glass, 
but did not require 
medical attention.

Police were able to 
determine an 11-year-
old male was in his 
yard shooting a BB gun 
when a shot struck the 
side of the bus. Police 
are still investigating, 
and have yet to deter-
mine if the shooting 
was intentional.

Bradford Township 
Police were assisted by 
Bradford City Police.

No injuries when 
school bus shot by 
BB gun Wednesday

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineholtz@gmail.com

Those who love cold 
air and snow in the north-
ern half of the country 
will be in heaven this 
winter, according to the 
Farmers’ Almanac web-
site, with their long range 
forecast calling for a “cold 
winter with normal to 
below-normal tempera-
tures” in and around the 
Great Lakes area. Just 
how accurate is the publi-
cation’s forecast though?

The Farmers’ Almanac, 
which has been in publi-
cation since 1818, boasts 
an 80 percent accuracy in 
its long-range forecasts, 
taking things like “sun-
spot activity, tidal action 
of the moon, the position 
of the planets and a vari-
ety of other factors” into 
consideration. The “vari-
ety of other factors” is just 
so secret, that the only per-
son who knows the exact 

formula is the “Farmers’ 
Almanac weather prog-
nosticator” who goes by 
the pseudonym of Caleb 
Weatherbee.

Sounds great doesn’t 
it? Not so much if you 
look at the study conduct-
ed by the University of 
Illinois, which found that 
the almanac was only 52 
percent accurate, which 
essentially equates to ran-
dom chance.

That, added with all 
the time and editing that 
goes into a publication 
and the fact that it was 
published on Aug. 18, 
makes early predictions 
seem unlikely.

The Era contacted 
meteorologist Steve 
Travis from the National 
Weather Service in State 
College early last month 
to obtain his opinion of 
the almanac’s winter 

To predict 
or not to predict
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This photo shows the conditions of a December day in 2019 where Bradford had 
an unusually high temperature for the winter season. According to climatolo-
gists, this upcoming winter season has the chance to bring a few more days with 
above average temperatures.Winter ...  page A-8

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Ace Hardware parking 
lot was overflowing with 
Trump energy Wednesday 
evening. A tail-gate style 
rally filled the parking 
lot with cars and Trump 
supporters well before 
the arrival of the ‘Trump 
Train’ parade that gath-
ered at the Bradford Mall 
parking lot and wove 
its way through town to 
arrive at the rally.

The parade of support-
ers lasted several minutes 
and included cars deco-
rated with signs and flags 
showing Trump support.

Horns honked and 
cheers of “Four more 
years!” could be heard 
periodically during the 
rally.

Bradford City Mayor 
James McDonald emceed 
the event, introducing 
speakers and energiz-
ing the crowd. McKean 
County Republican 
Chairman Ken Kane 
spoke, along with State 

Rally, parade show local 
support for Trump Wednesday
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A large crowd was in attendance at Wednesday’s rally to show support of President Trump’s bid for re-elec-
tion. Trump ...  page A-8
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