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TODAY: Dec. 12 is a 
big day in Pennsylvania’s 
history.

It’s the day 
Pennsylvania ratified the 
U.S. Constitution in 1787, 
the second state to do so. 
Delaware was first just 
five days earlier.

The delegates to 
the Pennsylvania rati-
fying convention met 
at what was then the 
Pennsylvania State House, 
but is now Independence 
Hall, in Philadelphia.

Pennsylvania’s early 
approval of the document 
helped create momentum 
for ratification in the rest 
of the thirteen states.

However, there was 
opposition at home. 
Opponents of the 
Constitution opposed the 
action, calling it hasty.

“The Address and 
Reasons of Dissent of 
the Minority of the 
Convention…,” signed 
by 21 of the 23 members 
of the state legislature 
who voted against ratifi-
cation, outlines the griev-
ances of the anti-Feder-
alists, according to the 
Library of Congress. 
“The minority charged 
that the assembly’s hasty 
action in calling a ratify-
ing convention prevented 
the people of the state 
from debating the issue:

“The election for mem-
bers of the [ratifying] 
convention was held at 
so early a period and the 
want of information was 
so great, that some of us 
did not know of it until 
after it was over, and we 
have reason to believe 
that great numbers of the 
people of Pennsylvania 
have not yet had an 
opportunity of sufficiently 
examining the proposed 
constitution,” the work 
noted.

“Passions over the 
vote ran so high that 
proponents of ratification 
had, as the anti-Federal-
ists bitterly recounted, 
arranged for a mob to 
seize and drag opponents 
to the State House, where 
they were ‘detained by 
force’ to ensure a quo-
rum of the legislature. 
Ultimately, supporters of 
ratification secured victo-
ry on July 2, 1788, when 
New Hampshire became 
the ninth state to ratify 
the Constitution.”

Interestingly, one of the 
nation’s founding fathers, 
John Jay, was born on 
Dec. 12, 1745.
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By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Other than some new 
safety precautions, it 
was business as usual 
on Friday for The Era’s 
Less Fortunate (ELF) 
Fund as the organization 
did what it does best: 
makes sure children and 
seniors throughout the 
Bradford area have some-
thing under the tree on 
Christmas morning.

Friday was The ELF 
Fund’s gift distribution 
day.

This year, The ELF 
Fund distributed gifts to 
71 seniors, 149 families 
— or nearly 300 children 
— and 17 unaccompanied 
minors.

Applicants were asked 
to stay in their cars when 
they came to pick up their 
presents, and masked 
volunteers brought gifts 
right out to them. The 
University of Pittsburgh 

at Bradford volunteered 
use of the former St. 
Bernard School as the 
2020 ELF headquarters.

ELF Fund board mem-
ber Rhonda Gray said 
it was “awesome” how 
many community mem-
bers stepped up to fill gift 
tags this year.

ELF Fund volunteers 
have to shop to fill any 
tag that is not returned 
with a gift by someone in 
the community.

“This is probably the 
year we’ve shopped the 
least,” Gray said.

It was a difficult year 
financially for many, and 
the group felt the gift pro-
gram was as important as 
ever.

“The community itself 
is in such a bind at this 
point, we’re ready to put 
smiles on a few faces,” 
said ELF board member 
Lori Peace.

ELF Fund distributes gifts 
to children and seniors
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ELF Fund board member Lori Peace carries gifts through the gymnasium at the 
St. Bernard School. The building served as ELF Fund headquarters for the 2020 
Christmas season, courtesy of the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.

By JIM ECKSTROM
jeckstrom@oleantimesherald.com

The prospect of a vac-
cine for COVID-19 reach-
ing the Twin Tiers area is 
closer and closer.

A U.S. government 
advisory panel endorsed 
widespread use of Pfizer’s 
coronavirus vaccine 
Thursday. The applica-
tion of doses could begin 
within days, depend-
ing on how quickly the 
federal Food and Drug 
Administration signs off 

on the expert panel’s rec-
ommendation.

Dr. William Mills, 
chief medical officer of 

Upper Allegheny Health 
System, which includes 
Olean General Hospital 
and Bradford Regional 
Medical Center, answered 
some questions people 
might have about the 
vaccine that is expected 
to reach the area first — 
as well as subsequent 
vaccines that are also 
approaching expected use 
in the United States.

• For anyone who has 
concerns about taking 
the vaccine, what would 
you say to them?

MILLS: It is quite rea-
sonable to have concerns 
about taking the vaccine. 
The two vaccines being 
released first use a new 
technology that we do not 
have a lot of experience 
with. Additionally, there 
are no longterm studies 
available as we have only 
known about this disease 
for about a year.

That said, there have 
been studies with over 
43,000 people receiving 
the Pfizer vaccine and 
over 30,000 receiving 

the Moderna vaccine. To 
obtain FDA approval, 
there are safety measures 
that need to be met. These 
vaccines appear very safe 
and very effective.

Although 80% of peo-
ple only have mild illness 
from COVID-19, many 
people have died in our 
county, state, nation and 
world. As in all health-
care choices, you have to 
balance the risks versus 
the benefits. Taking the 

OGH/BRMC medical chief: Don’t hesitate to get vaccine
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By JOEL WHETZEL
jwhetzel@bradfordera.com

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf put 
into place on Thursday new, temporary 
restrictions on restaurants, bringing 
indoor dining to a halt effective today. 
The announcement left local restaurant 
owners scrambling to prepare.

During a press conference on 
Thursday afternoon, Wolf announced 
his new mitigation efforts, which are to 
last for at least three weeks until Jan. 4. 
Among those orders is a halt on indoor 
dining, leaving just takeout and deliv-
ery available to local eateries.

With just a day and a half to pre-
pare, local restauranter Riki Tanaka 
says Thursday evening and Friday 
were a scramble.

“I was in shock and awe, and I was 
sick to my stomach,” said Tanaka, who 
owns Table 105 in Kane, Corner Bar 
and Taproom in Smethport and other 
eateries in the area. “Once again, Wolf 
gave us basically 24 hours notice that 
we’re going to have to shut off. I’m try-
ing to cancel beer orders, liquor orders 

Local restaurants left scrambling 
after Gov. Wolf’s newest restrictions
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Local restaurants such as John Williams’ European Pastry Shop in Bradford, pictured here, will 
be unable to have indoor dining until Jan. 4 due to new COVID-19 mitigation restrictions put in 
place by Governor Tom Wolf.
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Snowmen, icicle lights and snowflakes create a winter wonderland in front of a home on East Willow Street in Smethport.

Holiday lights in Smethport

ELF ...  page A-10

Restaurants ...  page A-10

Mills ...  page A-10


