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UNEMPLOYMENT: 
Unemployment rates are 
higher than in 2019, but 
they are showing signs 
that COVID-19 is declin-
ing and allowing people 
to return to work.

According to 
Wallethub.com, 
Pennsylvania’s weekly 
unemployment claims are 
higher than they were in 
2019, but fortunately they 
are much lower than the 
same week of March in 
2020 (the second week).

According to the 
report released, claims 
increased by 61.65% com-
pared to the same week 
in 2019, the 6th smallest 
increase in the U.S.

Meanwhile, claims 
were 94.7% higher this 
week in 2020, compared 
to current statistics. This 
was the second biggest 
decrease in the United 
States.

———
BOBCATS: The Penn 

State Extension recent-
ly wrote about bobcats 
in their “Woods and 
Wildlife” newsletter. We 
thought now would be a 
great time to share a few 
facts our readers might 
(or might not) already 
know about these elusive 
creatures.

Bobcats (Lynx rufus) 
are a part of the local 
ecosystem, but they aren’t 
something typically seen 
by the average resident. 
They are “crepuscular,” 
meaning they are active 
in early morning from 
predawn to after sunrise 
and early evening from 
twilight to midnight. 
They are solitary animals, 
coming together only to 
mate and when females 
are with kits.

Bobcats have territori-
al home ranges that vary 
in size based on location 
and sex, with males 
having an average home 
range of 16 square miles 
and females averaging 7 
square miles.

The animals are usual-
ly around twice the size of 
a housecat, with the stub-
by tail that gives them 
their name.

The bobcat is native to 
most of North America 
and is the only feline 
predator, aside from feral 
domestic cats, found in 
Pennsylvania.
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By FRAN DE LANCEY
delancey401@yahoo.com

MOUNT ALTON — 
The rehabilitation of the 
terminal building at the 
Bradford Regional Airport 
is finished — both inside 
and outside.

“We’re all done; one 

hundred percent com-
pleted,” airport manager 
Alicia Dankesreiter told 
The Era adding, “the boil-
er was the final part.”

At the May 2019 
meeting of the Bradford 
Regional Airport 
Authority, Ethan Hine, 
vice-president and 

chief architect of KTH 
Architects in DuBois, 
showed architectural ren-
derings of the terminal’s 
planned upgrades, which 
included major interior 
and exterior improve-
ments that affected almost 

By CHRISTINE HOLTZ
erachristineh@gmail.com

Dexter’s Service & 
Collision is celebrating its 
35th anniversary this year. 
Owner Al Dexter recently 
talked to the Era about all 
the changes the business 
has gone through over the 
years and his vision for 
the future.

In his earlier years, 
the Duke Center native 
started off doing service 
work for a local business. 
After gaining some expe-
rience under his belt, on 
Sept 1, 1984, he rented a 
spot in the back of what 
was Chamberlain Sales at 
the time to do bodywork. 
Several years later, on 
Feb. 1, 1986 he decided it 
was time to expand his 
business, working out a 
deal with the owner to 
take over the service part.

Though the expansion 
would turn out to be 
fruitful, Dexter explained 
there were some challeng-
es at first, much of which 

was replacing the out-of-
date equipment.

“We continued to do 
body work on a small 
scale at that point,” he 
explained. “We started 
doing the service work 
and began building the 
garage by updating the 
equipment.”

The business also sold 
gasoline at the time, up 
until the early 2000s.

“We then just devoted 
the business to doing col-
lision and service work,” 
Dexter said.

Dexter’s has under-
gone many upgrades over 
the years. In 1998, the 
first addition was built to 
expand the facility, along 
with an update to make 
everything computerized. 
He was then able to buy 
several houses on Bennett 
Street that were torn 
down to make more space 
for the establishment.

Around 2010, Dexter’s 
began putting more 

Bradford airport 
renovations completed
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The terminal at Bradford Regional Airport has a new look.

Dexter’s celebrates 
35 years of serving 
the community
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Children enjoy a miniature horse wagon ride led by Tracy Burgess around the 
parking lot at the Chapel Ridge assisted living facility in Bradford during Easter 
activities on Saturday. The event was open to children from the community and 
residents from Chapel Ridge, and the Bradford Ecumenical Home watched from 
their windows or porches.

Easter activities held 
at Chapel Ridge Saturday
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Paisley and William Marquez (from left) and their cousin, Emery Cowen (in back), 
enjoy a visit with the Easter Bunny at the Bradford Ecumenical Home during 
Easter activities Saturday on the grounds of the nursing facility and at Chapel 
Ridge assisted living next door. Residents watched the children from their win-
dows or porches.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Getting the COVID-
19 vaccine just got more 
challenging for McKean 
County residents.

As of last week, 
McKean County vac-
cine providers will no 
longer receive first dose 
vaccines from the state 
of Pennsylvania.

Kane Mayor Brandy 
Schimp shared a letter 
she sent to Governor 
Tom Wolf Friday 
regarding the changes 
to vaccine distribution 
with The Era via email 
and also posted the let-
ter to social media.

Her letter, in part, 
states, “After success-
fully holding clinics 
that vaccinated hun-
dreds of people, we 
were saddened and 
frustrated to learn 
that UPMC Kane was 
no longer approved 
by the state as a 1st 
dose vaccine provider. 
In addition, all state 
approved locations in 
McKean County were 
pulled. At a time when 
the Commonwealth is 
initiating and seeking 
to improve rural health 
care in underserved 
communities, this deci-
sion does not make 
sense, nor does it align 
with previous goals set 
forth by your admin-
istration. These clinics 
are necessary for the 
wellbeing of our coun-
ty’s communities. After 

several successful and 
well-organized clin-
ics, our citizens must 
now scramble to find 
providers as well as 
transportation to other 
counties.

“I ask that you 
reconsider this decision 
and allow UPMC Kane 
and others in McKean 
County to continue to 
serve our communities 
as 1st dose vaccine pro-
viders, giving the care 
and consideration that 
our citizens deserve.”

When contacted 
for further comment, 
Schimp said, “This is 
a huge setback to our 
area and is wholly 
unacceptable.”

Maggi Barton, 
Deputy Press Secretary 
for the Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Health, confirmed the 
change, explaining, 
“Last week, Acting 
Secretary (Alison) Beam 
announced using a 
focused network of 200-
300 providers to receive 
first doses of vaccine 
arriving and will be 
assured of a steady 
supply for the next sev-
eral weeks. Essentially, 
while the supply of vac-
cine remains extremely 
limited, instead of 
giving very few doses 
to a lot of different pro-
viders each week we 
will be giving larger 
quantities of vaccine to 
fewer providers.”

Pa. narrows 
list of vaccine 

providers
No locations in McKean County
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