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HALLOWEEN A 

GO: City of Bradford 
Mayor James McDonald 
posted to social media 
Wednesday evening, 
announcing that 
Halloween will happen in 
the city.

McDonald’s post 
shares trick-or-treating 
times as 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
noting that while he 
would like to extend the 
time to 8 p.m., the fact 
that it gets dark early 
makes that extension a 
challenge.

McDonald also said 
that he wants “to make 
sure enough police are 
available to ensure the 
safety of all kids and par-
ents.”

In recognition of the 
ongoing concerns related 
to COVID-19, McDonald 
also shared a few tips on 
staying safe while trick-
or-treating that go beyond 
carrying a flashlight and 
traveling in groups.

His tips include:
— remember to social 

distance,
—wear masks (the 

cloth kind rather than the 
scary clown variety)

— carry hand sanitizer 
to use between houses.

McDonald also asked 
that city residents “Be 
nice. Be respectful. This is 
going to be a fun event, 
but it may look a little 
different than it did last 
Halloween.”

He also stated, “Hope 
for good weather,” which 
we all know means pre-
cipitation-free and warm 
enough to leave the win-
ter coats at home.

Typically, the trick-or-
treating times are passed 
via resolution at the first 
City Council meeting in 
October. Council’s next 
meeting is set for 7 p.m. 
Oct. 13.

———
CIDER ROAD TRIP: 

Sadly, Cummins Cider 
Mill in Portville won’t 
be open again this year. 
However, that does 
not mean you have to 
go without apple cider 
directly from the mill.

Rocky Ridge Orchards 
in Kane is open 7 days 
a week, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Pumpkinville in 
Ellicottville, NY, also 
offers fresh apple cider, 
along with fun fall activ-
ities.

If you’re willing to 
put a few more miles on 
your vehicle, there is also 
the Mansfield Cider Mill, 
which is open everyday 
offering fresh, unpasteur-
ized cider. 
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Contact The Era at:

Business 
office/814-368-3173

Newsroom/814-362-6531
news@bradfordera.com

Follow us on:

200 W. Washington St.
Bradford, PA 16701

814-596-0155
Mon - Sat 7am - 7pm • Sunday 9am - 4pm

Visit acehardware.com for more info

COOKIN’!
MS 250
CHAIN SAW
WAS $359.95

BG 56 C-E
HANDHELD BLOWER

WAS $189.95

HANDHELD BLOWERS

SAVE $60

$159.95

$299.95

SAVE $30

CHAIN SAWS
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Fred Proper (from left), incoming president of the Kiwanis Club of Bradford, 
and the Kiwanis Kuties, also known as Dean Bauer, Bob Witchen, Mike 
Clark and Fred Pysher, give Tommy Day a fist bump this week following an 
outdoor skit of one of the many community performances videotaped for 
the “Virtually Kapers” online show. Organizers said the video will premiere 
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 13 on Youtube and will replace the annual Kiwanis Kapers 
fundraiser that could not be staged live this year due to the pandemic. The 
video will also be shown at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 13 at the Main Street Movie House 
in Bradford and admission is free. The video will also be shown free at 
3 p.m. Nov. 14 and 15 at the theater. Organizers said that due to current pan-
demic guidance, the theater will be at 50% capacity with six-foot distancing.

Organizers of “Virtually Kapers” announce 
dates for online and movie theater shows

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

(Editor’s note: This 
story focuses on Republican 
candidate Cris Dush who 
is seeking the 25th District 
state senate seat. A story 
on Democratic candidate 
Margie Brown is planned for 
Friday’s edition.)

The countdown is 
on, with only 40 days 
left until the election. 
Candidates vying for the 
25th District state Senate 
seat, which will be vacat-
ed by Sen. Joe Scarnati, 
R-Brockway, have had 
to deal with pandemic 
restrictions during their 
campaign efforts.

Cris Dush, a 

Republican from 
Brookville, is the cur-
rent state representative 
for the 66th Legislative 
District. He is running 
for Scarnati’s seat and is 
doing his best to reach 

constituents.
“The campaign is 

going as well as it could 
be considering the 
ever changing dictates 
of Governor Wolf in 
response to the coronavi-
rus,” Dush said via email. 
“I am getting out to see 
more people than I was 
able to during the pri-
mary campaign as things 
have loosened up, but it’s 
still not the same as when 
I’d run for my current 
House seat when I was 
able to dedicate more time 
to knocking on doors and 
letting people conduct 
one-on-one job interviews 
with me. Those are some 
of the most meaningful 

Dush focuses on reaching 
constituents before election

Dush
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This smiling scarecrow rang in the first day of fall on Tuesday.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

There’s a glimmer of 
hope on the horizon for 
the struggling restau-
rant and hospitality 
industry.

On Wednesday, 
the state House of 
Representatives passed 
House Bill 2513 by a 
vote of 145-56. The 
bill, called a lifeline 
by Pennsylvania 
Restaurant and Lodging 
Association President 
John Longstreet, would 
ease COVID-19 restric-
tions on the industry 
by tossing out the 25% 
capacity limitation and 
the self-certification pro-
cess to increase capacity 
to 50%, the need for 
food with alcohol sales 
and the 11 p.m. last call 
for alcohol sales for 
on-site consumption.

Of course, there’s 
a catch: The bill was 
headed to the desk of 
Gov. Tom Wolf, who 
was expected to veto it.

Rep. Martin Causer, 
R-Turtlepoint, said 
Wednesday afternoon, 
“The governor’s orders 
have been especially 
hard on bars and restau-
rants that, until recently, 
were limited to just 
25% capacity and other 
limitations that make 
it very difficult to keep 
their doors open and 
their staff employed.

“We need to stand 
with our small business 
owners and help them 
both operate safely 
and protect their liveli-
hoods.”

In prior com-
ments about the bill, 
Longstreet said, “The 
measures in this bill are 
crucial to the survival 
of countless businesses 
across the restaurant 
& hospitality indus-
try. Restaurants have 
remained a target of 
state mandates, and 
despite adapting to 
rapid changes, many 
restaurants fail to meet 
even basic profit mar-
gins in this dire situa-
tion.”

According to the 
Associated Press, Wolf’s 
press secretary, Lyndsay 
Kensinger, said nearly 
every state currently 
has occupancy limits 
for bars and restau-
rants, and she said the 
Democratic governor 
will veto the bill if he 
gets it in its current 
form.

Lawmakers, 
Kensinger said, should 
among other measures 
provide financial help 
to the hospitality sector, 
funding for child care 
and hazard pay for 
frontline workers.

Supporters of the 
legislation say it will 
help the state’s hard-
hit restaurant and bar 
sector, and the measure 
has the support of the 
Pennsylvania Licensed 
Beverage and Tavern 
Association.

The leisure and hos-
pitality sector — which 
includes restaurants 
and bars — remains 
170,000 jobs, or about 
30%, behind where pay-
rolls were in February, 
according to state data.

House approves 
measure to 

aid restaurants

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

(Editor’s note: This story 
is the fourth of a series that 
focuses on sexual abuse and 
child sex trafficking in the 
local community and how to 
help in the fight against it.)

Child trafficking is a 
problem, and child abuse 
happens anywhere. It 
may be hard to see how 
one individual can help, 
particularly with the way 
false information tends 
to go viral more quickly 
than accurate information.

A story on USAToday.
com called “Fact check: 
Mask-wearing not 
connected to child traf-
ficking,” shared some 
information from vari-
ous trafficking experts 
around the country. These 

focused on the likelihood 
of a stranger kidnapping 
children for the purpose 
of sex trafficking.

“On any given day, 
pre-COVID, numerous 
myths and misconcep-
tions about human traf-
ficking abound. However, 
the volume on this misin-
formation has increased 
significantly during the 
pandemic,” said Bridgette 
Carr, an anti-trafficking 
expert and professor 
at the University of 
Michigan School of Law. 
“This misinformation 
harms victims and sends 
resources to the wrong 
places.”

Jo Lembo, direc-
tor of Faith Initiatives 
& National Outreach 
for Shared Hope 

Child trafficking: do 
your part to end it
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