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BLACK CATS: Black 
cats are thought to be bad 
luck if they cross your 
path. They hold prom-
inent roles in various 
Halloween-themed scary 
movies, and Thackery 
Banks lives as one in 
one very notable mag-
ic-themed flick (although 
some may consider that 
Hocus Pocus).

One of the origins of 
the negative association 
with black cats began in 
the Middle Ages, when 
society found that single 
women who fed stray cats 
were guilty of witchcraft. 
Due to that connection, 
the cats were considered 
the “familiars” of witches 
and were targeted for 
death.

Sadly, the killing of so 
many cats was a factor in 
the spread of the Black 
Death, also known as the 
Plague, because rats car-
ried the Plague and there 
were fewer cats to deal 
with the rising rat popu-
lation.

In Scotland, the belief 
is that a stray black cat 
will bring you prosper-
ity. Ireland is another 
story, as anyone who sees 
a black cat cross their 
path in the moonlight in 
that country prepares for 
a terrible death during an 
epidemic. For Germans, 
the cat’s direction factors 
in, as cats traveling from 
right to left across your 
path bring you bad luck, 
while those traveling 
from left to right in front 
of you leave good luck in 
their wake.

For pirates, a cat 
walking toward them 
was a good sign but any 
walking away was an 
omen of bad to come. 
In the United Kingdom, 
a cat walking toward a 
person is a bad omen, 
while walking away is a 
welcome sight. However, 
in England, a black cat is 
a wedding gift that brings 
good luck for the mar-
riage.

Studies show that all 
cats are genetically either 
red or black or variations 
thereof. Two melanins 
account for the color. 
Eumelanin produces the 
blacks and browns, and 
Pheomelanine provides 
the reds to creams. Both 
cat parents must carry the 
black color gene in order 
to produce a black kitten. 
The all-time dominant 
cat coat pattern is agouti, 
or tabby. Some black cats 
carry the agouti gene and 
therefore can be seen to 
have tabby patterns if 
they are in the sunlight.
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This year’s Halloween 
events are spread out, 
with set for Friday and 
some, including trick-or-
treating, set for Saturday 
in various municipalities.

Remember to wear a 
cloth mask (but not under 
a costume mask) and 
practice social distancing 
while enjoying the fun 
this weekend.

Today
• Bradford Trunk or 

Treat events:
Anytime Fitness: 5 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. in the mall park-
ing lot (1001 E. Main St.)

Bradford YMCA: 
5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
YMCA parking lot (59 
Boylston St.)

CAMERON COUNTY
• Haunted House at 

the Emporium Moose 
Lodge, 6 — 10 p.m., $5 
entrance fee

POTTER COUNTY
• Terrifying Trail! 

At The Austin Dam 
Memorial Park, 7:30 — 
11 p.m.

Hosted by Austin 
PRIDE Committee, the 
trail offers a terrifying 
stroll through a section of 
the Austin Dam Memorial 
Park, complete with 
ghosts and ghouls lurk-
ing around each turn, in 
every shadow, to show 
you their scariest scares. 
Do you have what it takes 
to keep your eyes open 
and make it to the end 
of the trail? A Halloween 
themed movie will be 
projected on the Dam as 
well. Donuts, cider, hot 
chocolate and snacks 
available for purchase. 
Ticket sales will be locat-
ed at the Austin Dam 
Pavilion the nights of the 
event. CDC recommenda-
tions & State Guidelines 
will be adhered to. 
Sanitizing stations will be 
available.

Saturday
• Bradford City, 

Halloween trick-or-treat 
hours, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

•Bradford Trunk-or-
Treat events:

Bright Beginnings: 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 17 
Derrick Rd.

Open Arms/Bradford 
Alliance Church/
DBBDA: 6 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Chambers Street

• Bradford Township 
Halloween trick-or-treat 
hours will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Participating 
residents should leave 
their porch lights on 
during this time.

• Bradford Manor 
Drive Thru Trick or Treat 
2 — 3:30 p.m. Decorate 
kids, pets or cars for 
added fun. Cruise by for 
candy.

• Foster Township, 6 to 
7:30 p.m.

• Lafayette Township, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Residents 
are asked to leave their 
porch lights on if they 
wish to participate. 
Participants are required 
to follow all COVID-19 
safety measures.

• Smethport Borough, 
6 to 7:30 p.m.

• Smethport, Trunk 
or Treat, 6 p.m. Hosted 
by Smethport Fire 
Department Inc. in their 
parking lot

• Otto Township Trunk 
or Treat, 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Otto Township Park

• Kane
2-4 p.m. — outdoor 

parade at the Lutheran 
Home at Kane: residents 
will have baskets of 
candy outside their win-
dows, trick-or-treaters 
are encouraged to wear 
costumes and masks and 
take one piece of candy 
from each basket. Stop by 
each window and wave to 
the residents!

4 — 5 p.m. — busi-
nesses will be handing 
out candy. Look for the 
pumpkin and ghost with 
“Business Trick-or-Treat” 
in the window.

5 — 7:30 p.m. — Kane 
Community Center is 
holding an indoor trunk-
or-treating event

5:30-7:30 p.m. — trick-
or-treating townwide in 

Halloween events set throughout area
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This house on Chestnut Street, Port Allegany, is decorated for the Wizard of Oz, 
complete with red slippers and flying monkeys.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The deadline to 
apply for The Era’s Less 
Fortunate (ELF) Fund 
Christmas gift program 
is today.

The organization 
matches volunteer gift 
buyers in the commu-
nity with the Christmas 
wishes of needy 
children age 17 and 
younger and seniors 
age 60 and older in the 
Bradford Area School 
District. Recipients 
must fall within WIC 
guidelines to qualify.

Visit https://app.
elffund.org to apply. 
Applicants will not 
receive any confirma-
tion after they submit 
the application. Only 
click on “Create” once.

Due to network 
security issues, some 
people were receiving 
errors when they tried 
to fill out the form. The 
errors should be fixed, 
but applicants can fol-
low these steps if they 
still experience issues: 

first, clear the browser 
history. Visit to app.
elffund.org. Internet 
Explorer users who get 
a message that states, 
“This site is not secure,” 
click on “more infor-
mation,” then choose to 
go on to the webpage. 
For Chrome users who 
get a message that 
states, “Your connection 
is not private,” clock 
on “Advanced,” then 
choose “Proceed to app.
elffund.org.”

Anyone who has fur-
ther questions about the 
applications can contact 
The ELF Fund on its 
Facebook page or by 
calling 814-596-7484.

Today is the final 
day for ELF 

Fund applications

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Ridgway Middle/High School will 
transition to remote instruction for the 
week of Nov. 2 — 6 due to the number 
of coronavirus cases and quarantined 
students and staff.

According to a social media post 
shared on Thursday, the school has a 
total of four positive COVID-19 cases. 
The most recent was confirmed late 
Wednesday.

Due to the cases and contact tracing, 
67 students in grades 6 to 12 are quaran-
tined and 10 staff members are as well. 
Due to the confirmation of the most 
recent case, which is an eighth grade 
student, the number of staff is expected 
to increase.

According to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and state 
Department of Health, this is the point 
at which the transition to remote   

learning is necessary.
Francis S. Grandinetti Elementary 

has no known positive staff or students’ 
cases of COVID-19 and will continue 
in-person instruction, according to the 
social media post.

Today is an in-service day and there 
is no school for students.

Following the week of remote 
instruction, officials will look at data 
regarding the local cases and those 
within the school population. They will 
also consult with the departments of 
Health and Education and determine 
the next course of action.

In Thursday’s report on COVID-19 
from the Department of Health, Elk 
County reported three additional cases 
for the county, bringing the total to 167, 
with 135 of those confirmed and 32 list-
ed as probable. The county is currently 
considered to be at the substantial risk 
level for coronavirus.

Ridgway High 
moving to remote learning
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A raindrop drips off a maple leaf after an all-day rain Thursday. The weather 
forecast for the next few days predicts that these rain drops might be min-
gling with a few snow flakes in the late evening hours.
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