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UNEMPLOYMENT: 
Pennsylvania is having 
a somewhat success-
ful recovery from new 
unemployment claims, 
with last week’s claims 
lower than at the start 
of 2020, according to 
WalletHub’s updated 
rankings for the States 
Whose Unemployment 
Claims Are Recovering 
the Quickest, along with 
accompanying videos and 
audio files.

Weekly unem-
ployment claims in 
Pennsylvania increased 
by 101.06% compared to 
the same week in 2019. 
This was the 11th small-
est increase in the U.S.

Weekly unemployment 
claims in Pennsylvania 
decreased by 18.05% com-
pared to the start of 2020. 
This was the fifth biggest 
decrease in the U.S.

Weekly unem-
ployment claims in 
Pennsylvania decreased 
by 91.94% compared to 
the same week last year. 
This was the 18th biggest 
decrease in the U.S.

To view the full report 
and your state’s rank, 
please visit:

https://wallethub.
com/edu/states-unem-
ployment-claims/72730/

———————
FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY: April 
is National Financial 
Literacy Month. The 
free credit score website, 
WalletHub.com, released 
its report on 2021’s Most 
& Least Financially 
Literate States.

The study uses 
a data set of 17 key 
metrics, including the 
results of WalletHub’s 
WalletLiteracy Survey, 
which range from high-
school financial literacy 
grade to share of adults 
with a rainy-day fund.

The following are 
Pennsylvania’s rank 
in specific aspects of 
Financial Literacy 
(1=Most Financially 
Literate, 25=Avg.):

18th – WalletHub’s 
‘WalletLiteracy Survey’ 
Score

30th – % of Adults 
Aged 18+ Who Spend 
More than They Earn

37th – % of Adults 
Aged 18+ with Rainy-Day 
Funds

18th – % of Unbanked 
Households

37th – % of Adults 
Aged 18+ Paying Only 
Minimum on Credit 
Card(s)

37th – % of Adults 
Aged 18+ Who Compare 
Credit Cards Before 
Applying

17th – High-School 
Financial Literacy Grade

For the full report, 
please visit:

https://wallethub.com/
edu/most-and-least-finan-
cially-literate-states/3337
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By KATE DAY SAGER
Era Reporter

DUKE CENTER 
— Students at Otto-
Eldred Junior/Senior 
High School had a day 
of hands-on learning 
during a natural resource 
management program 
Monday that followed the 
school’s presentation of its 
first-ever Future Farmers 
of America Charter.

Brandon Witmer, 
the school’s agricultur-
al science teacher and 
FFA advisor, organized 
the events which were 
conducted by teachers 
and individuals from 
the McKean County 
Conservation District, 
Penn State Extension, 
Western PA Conservancy 
and the USDA.

“This is really cool, we 
have 140 kids participat-
ing,” Witmer said. “The 
idea was that we would 
have our FFA Charter 

O-E students have a good time 
while learning about conservation

Era photo by Kate Day Sager

Otto-Eldred High School students learned about the ecology of a creek near their campus, shown here, as 
well as other conservation issues Monday during an outdoor session held in conjunction with the presenta-
tion of the school’s first-ever FFA Charter. Conservation ...  page A-8

WILCOX — The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Pittsburgh District will host 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony and an open 
house at the East Branch Clarion River 
Lake to mark the completion of the cut-
off wall construction and dam repairs 
that began in 2014.

The event also marks the district’s 
plans to return normal pool levels per 
the lake’s Water Control Manual.

“Thank you to the Army Corps 
of Engineers Pittsburgh District and 
everyone involved in the East Branch 
Dam project,” said U.S. Rep. Glenn 
Thompson, R-Pa.. “These renovations 
have been a massive undertaking and 
will continue to support dam safety 
and the Army Corps long-term risk 
reduction plan, while allowing our 
community and all its visitors to enjoy 
the East Branch Clarion River Lake for 
years to come.”

The open house, from noon to 
4 p.m. May 27, will include interactive 
stations and displays to inform visi-
tors about the reservoir and its camp-
ground. The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
will be limited to select guests and 

Army Corps to reopen East Branch Dam

(U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Pittsburgh District photo by Michel Sauret)

Luke Losey fishes with his dog, Milo, on the East Branch Clarion River Lake in Wilcox, May 1, 
2021. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Pittsburgh District will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
followed by an open house event at the East Branch Clarion River Lake on May 27.East Branch ...  page A-8

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Bail for Anthony Fenton, a Bradford man who 
is accused of assaulting his live-in girlfriend, is 
now $600,000.

When paramedics arrived at Fenton’s 117 Main 
St. apartment on May 10, she was not breathing 
and had no pulse. They revived her, and she went 
to a trauma center for treatment; meanwhile, 
Fenton was committed to McKean County Jail in 
lieu of $120,000 bail for assault charges.

The woman has since died.
District Attorney Stephanie Vettenburg-Shaffer 

indicated on Sunday that additional charges are 
possible but explained the investigation is still 
ongoing. The autopsy report was not yet complet-
ed on Sunday, too.

On Monday, Shaffer said, “The commonwealth 
filed a motion to increase the defendant’s bail 
and we had a hearing with Judge (Dominic) 
Cercone and he granted the motion to set bail at 
$600,000.”

No new charges were filed as of press time.
Current charges against Fenton, 36, are aggra-

vated assault-causes serious bodily injury with 
extreme indifference to the value of human life, a 
first-degree felony; simple assault and recklessly 

Fenton’s bail 
increased to $600k

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

There were no injuries at an early 
morning fire Monday at the Georgia 
Pacific Medium Density Fiberboard 
plant in Mount Jewett.

When asked the scope of the blaze, 
GP spokesman Rick Kimble said, 
“This is a fairly large industrial com-
plex. There are no small fires.”

Fire departments from Mount 
Jewett, Hamlin Township, Kane, 
Smethport, Lafayette Township, 
Wilcox, Johnsonburg, and Crystal 
VFD of St. Marys responded to the 
two alarms just after 2 a.m. Monday.

The fire was reported to be under 
control at 4:45 a.m., but the facility 
was closed off to company officials 
until Monday afternoon, as crews 
were working to extinguish hot spots. 
Around 3 p.m., Kimble said, “They 
just got access back to the site because 
the fire department was keeping 
everybody away.”

However, at 3:45 p.m., first 
responders were called again to 
149 Temple Drive for what was dis-
patched as a working commercial 

building fire. Mount Jewett Fire 
Department and Ambulance were 
dispatched, and at 3:57 p.m., the 
Kane Volunteer Fire Department with 
Tower 5 was dispatched.

Kimble said later on Monday 
that company officials called the fire 
department back to the scene for a 
“hot spot in the ceiling.” He added 
that they were awaiting approval 
from the fire department to reenter 
the facility.

Referring to the earlier fire, Kimble 
had explained that the facility is 
equipped with an automated, indus-
trial sprinkler system. “They worked 
exactly the way they were designed.”

Between the sprinkler system and 
the fire departments extinguishing 
the blaze, there was a considerable 
amount of water on the floor of the 
plant.

The crew that normally makes 
MDF was instead working to clean up 
the facility on Monday.

While Kimble said the cause and 
origin of the blaze remains under 
investigation, he said it was in the 

No injuries in blaze at 
MDF plant in Mount Jewett
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