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A flock of Christmas flamingos have arrived at a home in Eldred. Many folks 
have taken advantage of higher temperatures to decorate the outside of their 
homes for the holidays. 
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POEM FOR 
VETERANS: Bradford 
resident Donald Neal 
shared a poem for veter-
ans, which we share with 
you today. Veterans Day 
is Wednesday.

Those who Served
They left their homes 

to serve their country.
On land, in the air, 

and on the sea.
They served in battle 

and behind the lines,
To keep our country, 

America, free.
Some have returned to 

the country they love,
To their children and 

their wives.
Some lie in graves 

where they fell,
for freedom they gave 

their lives.
To them we all owe a 

debt of gratitude,
They served because 

freedom is never free.
And for those veterans 

who went away to fight,
They deserve the honor 

and the dignity.
Veterans are ordinary 

Americans,
Like the young man 

who lives next door.
Or the young lady who 

lives down the block,
And there are many 

many more.
Our military is made 

up of heroes,
Those young men and 

women who serve.
Now they have 

returned to civilian life,
They should get the 

honor they deserve.
This date, November 

eleventh, each year,
Is set aside for those 

who would go and fight.
To fight for peace 

throughout our world,
And to keep Americans 

safe at night.
I am a veteran of that 

Korean Campaign,
The job I did was very 

small.
As a crewman on an 

Air Evac aircraft,
Saving soldiers lives 

was worth it all
I don’t consider 

myself a hero,
To be classed as a hero 

I haven’t the right.
The heroes are ones 

who fought and died,
So I could sleep in my 

bed each night.
To all veterans I want 

to say Thank You,
For keeping America 

free.
Because you served 

your country,
A peaceful future we 

can see.
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By KATE DAY SAGER
kates_th@yahoo.com

When Umberto and 
Annina Carrara Piscitelli 
welcomed their new baby 
boy into the world on 
Dec. 25, 1919, in Lewis 
Run, they felt it was only 
fitting to name the child 
Nataline, which is similar 
to the Italian word for 
Christmas, Natale.

Piscitelli, who was 
called Nat and would 
later serve his country 
in World War II, had his 
life story chronicled in 
the recently published 
Amazon.com book titled 
“A Wartime Journey 
from Lewis Run, Pa. to 

Germany and Back.”
Staff Sgt. Piscitelli’s 

sister, Louise Stoltz of 
Bradford, shared some of 
her late brother’s story, 
and the family’s pride in 
the book’s publication, in 
honor of Veteran’s Day, 
observed nationally on 
Wednesday.

Piscitelli’s story was 
initially pieced together 
by his late nephew, Col. 
Albert C. Costanzo, U.S. 
Army (retired), until 
Costanzo’s death in 2011. 
Stoltz said Piscitelli’s 
daughter, Peggy Anna 
Piscitelli Bidondo, picked 
up the book where her 

Wartime story of 
Bradford native 

chronicled in newly 
published book

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Elk County is at substantial risk of community 
transmission of COVID-19, said a report from 
state officials on Monday.

Gov. Tom Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. 
Rachel Levine released a weekly status update 
detailing the state’s mitigation efforts based 
on the COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring 
System Dashboard, highlighting a seven-day case 
increase of 15,989 cases, statewide percent pos-
itivity of 6.9%, and 38 counties with substantial 
transmission status.

This week’s update compares the period of 
Oct. 30 – Nov. 5 to the previous seven days, Oct. 
23 to 29.

“It is quite clear that COVID-19 cases are 
occurring throughout our communities,” Wolf 
said. “We need all Pennsylvanians to take a stand 
and answer the call to protect one another. We 
need Pennsylvanians to be united in wearing a 
mask, practicing social distancing, washing our 
hands and avoiding gatherings. It is only by 
working together that Pennsylvanians can pre-
vent the spread of the virus.”

As of Nov. 5, the state had seen a seven-day 
case increase of 15,989 cases; the previous sev-
en-day increase was 13,486 cases, indicating 2,503 
more new cases across the state over the past 
week compared to the previous week.

The statewide percent-positivity went up to 
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This coach sits on the front lawn of the Singer’s Country Store in Custer 
City.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Superintendent Katy Pude explained 
Bradford Area School District’s process 
for maintaining student and staff safety 
during the coronavirus pandemic at 
Monday’s meeting.

Pude presented the guidelines for 
school districts to determine the course 
of action when a case of COVID-19 
is confirmed. District officials use 
weekly reports from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, which outline 
the current number of cases, positivity 
rate in the county and other statistics.

Pude explained that, for the county, 
despite the continued rise of case num-
bers and the status as moderate risk 
level, the positivity rate has been trend-
ing downward, from 4.7% to 3.5% and 
the current rate of 3.3%.

Pude also noted that, to date, the 
district has had four staff members and 
five students who have tested positive, 
out of 3,000 students and staff in the 
district. All of those cases were able to 
be traced to contact with a community 
member. There has not been a case of 
COVID-19 being transferred from one 
individual to another in any of the dis-
trict’s buildings.

“We have parents begging us not 
to revert to the online model, because 
it is difficult for families, and we are 
doing everything possible we can to not 
change the instructional practice,” Pude 
said. She did state that there may be a 
point in the future when so many staff 
members had to be quarantined that a 
switch to online education may be nec-
essary, or a point where it was not safe 
for students to continue to go to school.

“Right now, it seems like school is 
one of the safest places for our kids,” 
she said. “We know they are wearing 
masks and practicing social distancing. 
When I go out into the community, I 
have seen that people are not wearing 
masks, are not social distancing and 
are gathering in crowds similar to pre-
covid.”

Pude also shared hopes that com-
munity members will choose to take 
personal responsibility and “make the 
right choice to wear a mask and prac-
tice good hygiene so we can keep our 
schools open.”

In other news, the district has been 
approved for an additional $72,000 in 
grant funding, which will be received 
once district officials rewrite the grant to 
reflect that increased amount. A kickoff 
meeting will be held today with tech-
nology innovators to determine the best 
uses for a distance learning grant for the 
elementary and middle schools.

Board member Carla Manion was 
recognized by the Pennsylvania State 
Education Association for her 12 years 
of service to the district. A certificate 
will be mailed to her, as the meeting 
was held via Zoom.

Assistant Superintendent Sam 
Johnson mentioned that the district 
staff has been going above and beyond 
this school year and deserved to be rec-
ognized. In particular, he thanked the 
school nurses, technology department 
staff and school administrators for the 
hard work over the summer and the 
last three months, noting they spent a 
lot of time away from their families to 

BASD hopes to maintain 
in-person instruction
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