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A case that began with a viral video 
showing animal abuse on social media 
has led to charges for two Brookville 
teenagers.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission 
announced Friday that Alexander Brock 
Smith, 18, and an unnamed 17-year-old 
juvenile male are facing charges follow-
ing an investigation. The case began 
and rapidly gained nationwide attention 
when a video of the two males kicking a 
white-tailed deer repeatedly was shared 
across social media platforms, including 
Facebook.

Both Smith and the unnamed 
17-year-old face “two felony counts 
of aggravated animal cruelty and two 
felony counts of conspiracy to com-
mit aggravated animal cruelty, as well 
as several other misdemeanor and 

summary counts,” per the PA Game 
Commission.

Smith faces four felony counts relat-
ed to cruelty to animals, which can 
mean up to seven years incarceration 
and as much as $15,000 in fines; a mis-
demeanor count of Cruelty to animals 
and Tampering with Physical Evidence, 
both of which can mean two years of 
incarceration and up to $5,000 in fines; 
and one count each of Corruption 
of Minors, Disturbance of Game or 
Wildlife, Unlawful Possession of Game 
or Wildlife and unlawful devices and 
methods. Potential sentence for these 
charges range from $150 to $300 in fines 
to as much as five years incarceration 
and $10,000 in fines. Also, the ability 
to purchase a hunting license will be 
revoked for multiple years for each 
count of the charges against Smith.
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988: The Federal 
Communications 
Commission recent-
ly voted to approve a 
three-digit number to 
reach the National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline: 988.

The proposal is now 
open for public comment. 
The proposal requires 
carriers to implement 988 
as a national suicide pre-
vention hotline within 
an 18-month timeframe. 
The FCC is asking for 
input on “all aspects of 
implementation,” includ-
ing whether less or more 
time is needed.

Last year, Congress 
passed and President 
Donald Trump signed into 
law the National Suicide 
Hotline Improvement Act, 
which called for a study 
to determine the hotline’s 
effectiveness and the best 
three-digit dialing code 
for the hotline.

The agency’s staff had 
made the recommenda-
tion for 988 in August, 
finding that using a short-
er and easier to remem-
ber number “would 
likely make it easier for 
Americans in crisis to 
access potentially life-sav-
ing resources.”

In their report to 
Congress, they estimat-
ed that the total costs of 
implementing a 3-digit 
dial code for the first year 
would be approximately 
$570 million and $175 
million in the second 
year, including costs 
for increased call-center 
capacity and a public 
awareness campaign. But 
they stressed that the 
“benefits of this action 
are quite likely to out-
weigh the costs.”

The proposal, howev-
er, does not include an 
option to text the National 
Suicide Prevention 
Hotline for help. There 
are other crisis lines that 
are reachable via text such 
as the Crisis Text Line, 
Teen Line and the Trevor 
Project for LGBQT youth.

The National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline was 
launched in 2005 by 
the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
and Vibrant Emotional 
Health, a mental health 
nonprofit.

Suicide is the 10th 
leading cause of death in 
the US, according to the 
US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
America’s suicide rates 
are at the highest level 
since World War II, 
with an increase of 33% 
from 1999 to 2017 alone, 
according to the CDC.

The hotline is cur-
rently accessible by the 
10-digit number, 1-800-
273-8255 (TALK). 
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LEWIS RUN — In its 30 
years of operation, the Federal 
Correctional Institution-McKean, 
has regularly sought volunteers 
to help with different needs of the 
inmates.

The facility, located south of 
Bradford, is now appealing to the 
area community to offer time to 
volunteer as mentors with young 
inmates in conjunction with the 
Doing TIME program. TIME is 
an acronym for Teach, Integrity, 
Mentor and Excellence, which 
represents the guiding principles 
of the mentoring program. The 
program can provide opportuni-
ties for offenders to interact with 
a mentor, which can promote 
growth.

Amy DePalma, who is the 
secretary to Warden Brad Trate, 
said the program is the result of 
the First Step Act, a federal act 
signed into law in late 2018 by 
President Donald Trump. The 
act seeks to incentivize prisoners 
to take part in evidence-based 
training programs which are 
specifically targeted at increas-
ing opportunities once they are 
released. Information provided 
on the First Step Act states partic-
ipation in the program can earn 
inmates as many as 47 days per 
year knocked off their sentence. 
The program aims to ensure that 
when a prisoner is released, the 
individual will be more likely to 
become a productive member of 
society, as opposed to winding up 
back in the system.

“There’s a lot going on with 
the First Step Act and it involves 
inmates getting rehabilitated and 
time off,” DePalma explained. “A 

FCI-McKean seeking volunteer 
mentors for young inmates
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Amy DePalma, warden’s secretary, at left, at the Federal Correctional Institution-McKean, has 
put out an appeal for volunteer mentors to work with young inmates in conjunction with the 
Doing TIME program at the facility. Also shown (from left) are Warden Brad Trate (center) and 
Heidi Baez-Patino, executive assistant and camp administrator.

LEWIS RUN — Officials at FCI-McKean 
Institution reported that they hosted a “Women 
in Corrections” retreat on Wednesday to devel-
op leadership and situational skills for women 
working in a correctional environment.

Over 70 women attended the event which 
was termed a huge success. Guest speakers 
were made up of experienced women  

correctional professionals with over 50 years 
of total combined experience in the profession. 
Over the previous 18 months, FCI-McKean has 
increased its Affirmative Employment by over 
106% and increased their female correctional 
officers/workers compliment by over 50%.

Officials said the Human Resources 

Professional women in corrections 

attend retreat at FCI-McKean

Brookville teens charged 
with animal cruelty 

following release of video
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The Jefferson County Courthouse in Brookville is where two teens charged with 
abusing a dying deer will be prosecuted.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

January has proven to be a tough one for 
many local residents, as influenza is coming on 
strong.

The Pennsylvania Department of Health said 
flu activity is widespread throughout the state, 
with Allegheny County the hardest hit.

Locally, Bradford Regional Medical Center 
is seeing an increase in flu cases, according to 
Terrie O’Brien, infection prevention and patient 
safety officer.

“BRMC is seeing a definite uptick in the num-
ber of influenza cases that are being diagnosed 
since the first of the year,” she said. “With the 
holiday over and students back in school, we 
can expect to continue to see these numbers rise 
through the coming month and into February.”

Since the flu season started in the end of 
September/ beginning of October, O’Brien said 
BRMC has had “a total of 46 Type B and 7 type 
A nasal swabs test positive. The majority of these 
have been diagnosed since the first of the year.”

She estimated the number of flu cases is likely 
higher, because not everyone seeks medical treat-
ment,

“BRMC has had several admissions related to 
influenza and the complications that occur as a 
result of influenza,” she continued.

There is still hope, though, O’Brien said, as it 
isn’t too late to receive a flu shot. Local prima-
ry care physicians and many local pharmacies 
administer the vaccine.

“It takes approximately two weeks to be effec-
tively protected from the virus after vaccination,” 
she said. “At our facility we also provide immu-
nizations to our patients who come in and have 
not previously received vaccine this season.

“If you do have a diagnosis of influenza, 
Tamiflu can be effective at reducing the symp-
toms of the disease, it is most effective when 
started soon after signs of disease begin,” 
O’Brien said.

Flu activity on 
the rise since 
first of year
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