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Beat the heat, save 
electric: The Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission 
(PUC) today offered resi-
dents tips on conserving 
energy and staying cool, 
and what steps they can 
consider taking in the 
event of a power outage. 
Most concerning is the 
potential for storms to 
produce extended elec-
tric outages immediately 
followed by a heat wave 
Friday through Sunday.

The PUC is sharing 
the following energy 
conservation and cooling 
suggestions:

— Turn off non-es-
sential appliances and as 
many lights as possible.

— Postpone using 
appliances that produce 
heat, such as clothes 
dryers, dishwashers and 
stoves until after 7 p.m. 
These appliances also 
use significant amounts 
of electricity adding to 
the demand on an elec-
tric infrastructure that is 
already stressed during 
peak hours due to heat.

— Use ceiling fans to 
circulate the air, keeping 
rooms and you cooler.

— Close curtains or 
window blinds to block 
sunlight and heat or relax 
in rooms that do not 
receive direct sunlight.

— If you have window 
air conditioning units, 
close off rooms not in use.

— Make sure all air 
conditioner filters are 
clean and in good shape. 
Replace filters monthly.

— On hot and humid 
days, set your thermostat 
at 78 degrees when you 
are home and 85 degrees 
or off when you are away 
for long periods.

Residents are also 
urged to carefully review 
heat-related health tips 
from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, 
Department of Aging and 
other state agencies.

The PUC encourages 
residents to consider 
the following storm tips 
in the event of a power 
outage:

— Call your utility 
hotline to report outag-
es — Do not assume that 
the utility already knows 
about your outage or 
that others have already 
called.

— Do NOT call 9-1-1 
to report power out-
ages. Those calls take 
dispatchers away from 
other emergencies and 
can also slow a storm 
response because you’re 
not talking directly to the 
utility.
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Today and Saturday will be hot, 
hot, hot. That is the prediction from 
the National Weather Service in State 
College.

Meteorologist Charles Ross advises 
that beginning today, particularly in the 
afternoon, our area will feel the effects 
of high temperatures paired with high 
humidity.

“(Friday) will be a pretty hot and 
humid day, Saturday will be the hot-
test for sure. The heat index values 
could approach 100 to 104 degrees on 
Saturday,” he said. “It is a good idea to 
take precautions. It is unusual, the fact 
is that this doesn’t happen that often in 
Bradford. It doesn’t happen that often in 
State College either.”

Ross noted that the National Weather 
Service is advising people to drink lots of 
fluids if they are outdoors, be very care-
ful with alcohol consumption on these 
hot days and listen to their bodies.

“Heat illness can sneak up on you 
quickly in this type of weather. If you 
can find a/c, find it,” he said. “Go to the 
library or find an air-conditioned build-
ing and hang out in there.”

Ross noted there is a light at the end 
of the tunnel for high temperatures, as 
thunderstorms will begin moving in 
Sunday and the beginning of the week 

Heat advisory says take care 
outside, seek a/c if possible
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National Night 
Out promotes strong 
police-community 
partnerships and neigh-
borhood camaraderie 
to make our neighbor-
hoods safer, more caring 
places to live and work. 
Over 38 million neigh-
bors across 16 thousand 
communities from all 
50 states, U.S. territo-
ries and military bases 
worldwide participate.

Bradford’s National 
Night out is set for 6 
to 8 p.m. on Aug. 6, on 
Chamber Street.

The event is free to 
attend and will include 
an inflatable bouncer, 
“Story Time with the 
City of Bradford Police,” 
a look inside the City 

Police cruisers, tours 
of the Bradford Central 
Fire Station, face-paint-
ing and more. Children 
who attend the event 
will receive a small 
“goody bag.”

Neighbors through-
out Bradford and across 
the nation are asked to 
lock their doors, turn on 
their front porch lights 
and spend the evening 
outside with neighbors 
and law enforcement.

National Night 
Out, an annual com-
munity-building cam-
paign, showcases the 
vital importance of 
police-community part-
nerships and citizen 

National Night 
Out set for Aug. 6
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6 year old Asuryia Rodriguez enjoys an ice cream cone at Foster Brook Creamery to try and 
beat the heat.
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For the past six or seven years, Brad and Kim 
Preston have worked to restore their 119-year-old 
home at 162 Kennedy St. near Jackson Avenue that 
holds historic significance in the community.

That’s because the three-story home had once 
served as an early home for Zippo Manufacturing 
Co founder George G. Blaisdell and his young family 
sometime from the 1920s to the 1940s.

On Thursday, Brad Preston, a retired pastor from 
Sawyer Evangelical Church in Bradford, was found 
rebuilding a stone wall made of shale and mortar with 
his friend, Jim Rice, and two neighborhood boys, Eli 
and Isaac Moreth.

Preston said the restoration work has been ongo-
ing to refurbish the home that was built in 1900 and 
had been in jeopardy of demolition if he and his wife 
hadn’t bought it and refurbished it.

The work on the home, which was the only struc-
ture to survive an arson fire in 2006 that destroyed 
four homes on that side of the street, has been noticed.

“I’ve been in Walmart when people came up to 
me and said, ‘You’re that guy — that guy (restoring) 
that house over near Jackson,” Preston stated. “And 
there are people who stop at the stop sign (on Jackson 
Avenue) and just stare at me” while working.

During their restoration of the home, the Prestons 
found historic jewels hidden under old wallpaper in a 
downstairs room.

Former George 
G. Blaisdell 

home undergoing 
restoration
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Kim Preston, who owns the former George G. Blaisdell home at 162 Kennedy 
St., stands on the front staircase of the home, which she and her husband, Brad, 
restored.Home ...  page A-10
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Eli Moreth, from left, and his brother, Isaac, help Jim Rice and Brad Preston with 
work on rebuilding a stone wall Thursday, which is part of Preston’s ongoing 
restoration of his historic 162 Kennedy St. home that was once owned by Zippo 
Manufacturing Co. founder George G. Blaisdell and his young family.


