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TOYS: It’s the 
announcement we’ve 
all been waiting for — 
which toys made it into 
the National Toy Hall of 
Fame at The Strong in 
Rochester, N.Y.?

The class of 2019 has 
three inductees. Without 
further ado, here they 
are: Matchbox Cars, 
Magic: The Gathering 
and the coloring book.

The honorees were 
chosen from a field of 12 
finalists that also includ-
ed Care Bears, Fisher-
Price Corn Popper, Jenga, 
Masters of the Universe, 
My Little Pony, Nerf 
Blaster, Risk, smart-
phone, and top.

Lesney Products 
debuted Matchbox Cars 
in England in 1953, and 
they sped past earlier 
competitor toy cars by 
combining high-quality 
with low prices. The cars 
appeared in the United 
States in 1954 and, by 
1960, Matchbox sold more 
than 100 million units 
annually. They faced stiff 
competition from Hot 
Wheels (brought to mar-
ket by toymaker Mattel 
in 1968 and inducted 
into the National Toy 
Hall of Fame in 2011), 
and launched their own 
“superfast” line of cars in 
response. In 1997, Mattel 
purchased the Matchbox 
Cars line, uniting them 
under the same banner 
as their longtime rival. 
Matchbox Cars remain a 
top seller for Mattel.

Wizards of the Coast 
published Magic: The 
Gathering in 1993, and 
the uniquely collectible 
card game became so 
successful that the firm 
could not meet demand 
at first. The game—which 
draws on popular fantasy 
themes—requires both 
chance and skill to defeat 
opponents in one-on-one 
battles, encouraging play-
ers to collect new cards 
and to refine their deck 
and strategies. It contin-
ues to evolve and produce 
new sets of cards and sto-
rylines.

Coloring books 
appeared in America 
as an outgrowth of 
European educational 
reforms, but McLoughlin 
Brothers, a New York 
printing company, is 
credited as the color-
ing book’s inventor. 
Educators now use color-
ing books to teach such 
essential and diverse 
subjects as history, 
geography, and even 
geometry. Though often 
thought of as a children’s 
activity, more complex 
coloring books aimed at 
adults became increas-
ingly popular in the 
2000s.
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Revelers at this year’s First Night 
Bradford will be able to ring in 2020 at a 
block party in Veterans Square.

The block party, to be held from 
10 p.m. to midnight and to feature live 
music from local band Rockmaninov, 
will be just one of numerous activities in 
the daylong celebration.

First Night Committee Co-Chairs 
Barb Pedersen and Don Martyna and 
committee member Barry Larson met 
with The Era to share details on the 
annual New Year’s Eve shindig.

The block party will end with 
Bradford’s renowned gazebo drop. 
Other details of the event finale are still 
in the works.

Another new feature this year will be 
a Chinese auction.

The committee is looking for anyone 
who would like to donate items such 
as gift certificates or baskets for the 
auction. To donate, people can talk to 
any committee member or visit the First 
Night Bradford Facebook page.

First Night to include new 
block party for 2020 celebration
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The gathered crowd watches at the gazebo drops to ring in 2019 in Bradford. The First Night 
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marcie@bradfordera.com

Roger Earl is a music fan 
who sings a pretty decent 
Johnny Cash impression.

He’s a dad and a proud 
grandfather. And he also hap-
pens to be one of the founding 
members of the classic blues-
rock band Foghat.

“I’m one of the fortunate 
few in this world who can earn 
a decent living doing what I 
love to do,” Earl, the band’s 
drummer, said in a phone 
interview with The Era from 
his Long Island, N.Y., home.

Foghat will perform at 
8 p.m. Nov. 16 at Struther’s 
Library Theatre in Warren.

“Foghat playing in a 
library,” he said, deadpan. “It’s 
the antithesis of a library, isn’t 
it?”

With a laugh, he said he’s 
looking forward to playing in 
Warren.

In his best deep-voiced 
Johnny Cash, he sang, “I’ve 
been everywhere.” Laughing 
a bit, he added, “Before every 
show, I still get chills. I still get 
a thrill out of performing live. 
It’s a beautiful thing; it’s a lot 
of fun.”

Earl said, “I love my work. 

If you love what you do, 
you aren’t really working. 
Traveling is work though. 
Sitting in a bus, a car, a train, 
a plane … the sitting bit gets 
old.”

Known for hits like “Slow 
Ride” and “Fool for the City,” 
Foghat has been around since 
1971. And thanks to the use 
of the band’s songs in video 
games and soundtracks, they 

are still gaining fans.
“When you get young 

people coming out to see you, 
it means you got it right in 
the first place,” Earl said. “It 
makes you feel good when you 
have an 18-year-old coming up 
and telling you about their first 
Foghat song. Music reminds 
you of times in your life.”

Foghat to perform at 
Struther’s in Warren

Photo provided

Foghat will perform Nov. 16 at Struther’s Library Theatre in 
Warren.
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This turkey is out on Congress Street, enjoying the first snow Thursday. If he is looking for 
a way to hide from Thanksgiving dinner, snow will be his friend until Sunday night, when the 
chance of rain might wash away his camouflage. 

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

SMETHPORT — A Bradford 
woman accused of shooting her 
then-boyfriend in the pelvic area, 
injuring him, was sentenced to a jail 
term Thursday in McKean County 
Court.

Joann E. Hull, 35, of Turtlepoint, 
will serve nine to 23 ½ months in 
McKean County Jail with credit for 
19 days of time served.

She must also complete 100 hours 
of community service, and she is to 
have no contact with the victim. She 
is eligible for work release.

Hull pleaded guilty Oct. 8 to a 
charge of aggravated assault-bodily 
injury with a deadly weapon, a sec-
ond-degree felony.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Hull, who was then living 
at 24 Chamberlain Ave., Bradford, 
called 911 at 1:46 p.m. on April 7 to 
report the alleged shooting.

Officers said emergency medical 
personnel checked the alleged vic-
tim and determined he was shot in 
the pelvic area with an exit wound 
near or around the right buttock. He 
was transported from the scene to 
Wagner Avenue, from where he was 
flown via medical helicopter to Erie 
County Medical Center in Buffalo, 
N.Y. He underwent emergency sur-
gery and was listed in stable condi-
tion, the criminal complaint stated.

The criminal complaint indicat-
ed the shooting occurred during a 
domestic dispute, but no specific 
motive was stated.

At the sentencing hearing, 
District Attorney Stephanie 
Vettenburg-Shaffer noted that the 
victim “would have preferred a 
lengthier sentence” — a state prison 
sentence, she indicated.

However, Shaffer said that fac-
tors such as the facts of the case and 
cooperation during the investigation 
made her feel the recommended 
sentence is appropriate.

Defense attorney Greg Henry 
noted there were several letters from 
people including Hull, her employer 
and her sister that Henry wanted 
President Judge John Pavlock to 
consider.

When Pavlock asked Hull if she 
wanted to tell him anything to con-
sider, she replied, “No, your honor. 
I put my thoughts and feelings into 
that (letter).”

She thanked him for considering 
the letter, which Pavlock said was 

Woman 
sentenced 

for wounding 
then-boyfriend 
with firearm
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