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RECOGNIZING 

LOCAL HEROES: The 
nationally recognized hol-
iday of Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day is Jan. 
9 each year. While this 
day has already passed us 
by, we thought it worth-
while to share a statement 
issued by the McKean 
County District Attorney’s 
office recognizing those 
who provide protection 
each day.

“Each day, our officers 
risk their lives without 
recognition yet, with 
each shift, the officers 
and their families make 
sacrifices for the rest of 
us that we cannot imag-

ine. It is our privilege 
to know and work with 
them. Patrolman Steven 
Jerman and Sergeant 
David Distrola remain in 
our hearts and their leg-

acies live on. We remem-

ber and honor them and 
all law enforcement offi-

cers across the country 
and locally.”

The statement spe-
cifically mentions local 
law enforcement agen-
cies, including Bradford 
City Police, Bradford 
Township Police, 
Foster Township Police, 
University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford Police, Otto 
Eldred Regional Police, 
Smethport Borough 
Police, Port Allegany 
Police,

Kane Borough Police, 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Game Commission, Fish 
and Boat Commission, 
Pennsylvania State 
Police, McKean County 
Detectives’ Bureau, 
McKean County Drug 
Task Force, McKean 
County 911, FCI-McKean, 
SCI-Forest, McKean 
County Jail, Potter County 
Jail, Warren County Jail, 
McKean County Juvenile 
and Adult Probation and 
State Parole.

The statement con-
cludes with gratitude 
to the officers and their 
families from District 
Attorney Stephanie 
Vettenberg-Shaffer, on 
behalf of the McKean 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, for the officers’ 
service and sacrifice.

“Heroes run toward 
danger and we thank 
them for that.”

———
TODAY: Today is 

National Sticker Day. 
Decorate something with 
a fun set of stickers.

It is also National 
Public Radio Broadcasting 
Day, National Poetry 
Break Day and Make Your 
Dreams Come True Day.

Finally, today is 
National Rubber Ducky 
Day.

Today’s Weather

Cloudy /A-8
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By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

An orderly, planned 
distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
a priority of the Wolf 
Administration and 
Tuesday, Governor Tom 
Wolf and Department 
of Health Secretary Dr. 
Rachel Levine shared an 
update on the vaccine, 
stressing its safety and 
efficacy.

“I am here to tell you 
that the COVID-19 vac-
cine is safe to use, and 
very good at protecting 
people who are vacci-
nated,” Wolf said. “If 
you hear a rumor about 

Wolf: COVID-19 vaccine safe, works well
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Governor Tom Wolf told Pennsylvanians that the vaccine is safe Tuesday, while discussing plans for the vac-
cine’s administration to those hoping to get it.Wolf ...  page A-8

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

Many people have had 
their eyes on Washington, 
D.C., in recent days. 
But folks watching the 
nation’s capital from their 
television sets can’t see 
this: the number of people 
without homes who live 
in the downtown area.

And it’s a problem that 
seems to be getting worse 
since the start of the pan-
demic, according to Dr. 
M. Javed Akhtar, a former 
Bradford physician who 
has been helping with 
community outreach 
efforts in the D.C. area.

On Saturday, he joined 
other volunteers in hand-
ing out sleeping bags and 
hygiene kits to people  

living outside in the 
downtown area.

For nearly 40 years, 
Akhtar, an ear, nose and 
throat specialist, served 
Bradford residents. In 
addition to his medical 
work, he volunteered time 
through organizations 
such as The Friendship 
Table and the Rotary 
Club.

Since moving to north-
ern Virginia in 2020 to be 
closer to his two grown 
children, he has continued 
to serve in his new com-
munity.

Bradford — and its 
people — will always 
have a special place in 
Akhtar’s heart.

“I acquired the sense 
of belonging and giving 
something back to the 
community from people 
of Bradford,” he said.

Since moving, he has 
continued his member-
ship with the Association 
of Physicians of Pakistani 
Descent of North America 

From 
the heart

Akhtar 
continues 

service in new 
community 
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On Saturday, former Bradford physician Dr. M. Javed Akhtar helped hand 

out sleeping bags and hygiene kits to people living outside in downtown 

Washington, D.C. Akhtar ...  page A-8

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Bradford City offi-
cials met with Upper 
Allegheny Health 
System executives on 
Tuesday, Mayor James 
McDonald shared 
during Tuesday’s meet-
ing of Bradford City 
Council.

Also at the meet-
ing, Councilman Brad 
Mangel announced he 
will not run for re-elec-
tion when his term 
ends.

“My heart and mind 
say ‘yes,’ but my body 
says ‘no,’” Mangel said 
of his decision to step 
down, speaking during 
the regular meeting 
of the Bradford City 
Council.

Mangel, who also 
holds the office of dep-
uty mayor, began his 
service when he was 
appointed to serve out 
the term of the late 
Rick Benton in 2012. 
He is currently the lon-
gest serving member of 
the council.

McDonald shared 
some information 
obtained from a 
meeting with Upper 
Allegheny Health 
System officials earlier 
Tuesday. McDonald, 
City Administrator 
Chris Lucco and 
Office of Economic 
and Community 
Development Director 
Shane Oschman 
attended the meeting.

“Along with shar-
ing concerns, we also 
made the case that 
there needs to be a 
more equitable split of 
services between the 
two campuses, because 
at this point it seems as 
though OGH is getting 
the lion’s share of the 
deal,” McDonald said.

McDonald 
discusses 

hospital changes

Mangel 
won’t seek 
re-election 

MANGEL
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A fire at 112 Barbour St. in 
Bradford Tuesday afternoon had fire-
fighters on scene for several hours.

The fire was called in by a passing 
Bradford City Police officer.

Bradford City Fire Department 
responded and Bradford Township 
Volunteer Fire Department were 
called to provide RIT at the structure 
fire, while Derrick City Volunteer 
Fire Department was put on standby.

Time of dispatch was 4:07 p.m., 
and upon arrival, there was heavy 
fire and smoke showing. The fire was 
brought under control by 4:53 p.m. 
Penelec was called to cut power to 
the residence.

The residence is a rental, owned 

by David Monago. The resident was 
not home at the time of the fire.

According to Captain J.D. Tehle, 
there were no injuries and pets in the 
residence got out safely.

“We got a good knockdown on 
it, but it got in little spaces. It was a 
lot of work. The guys did a fantastic 
job; I’m very proud of them. It was a 
tough fire to fight,” Tehle said. “The 
guys stepped up and did an excellent 
job.”

A total of five on-duty and 10 
off-duty Bradford City firefighters 
were called in to fight the fire. As of 
8:36 p.m., firefighters were returning 
to the station.

Bradford City firefighters 
respond to Barbour Street fire
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Bradford Township Fire Department Capt. Grant Smith operates an attack 
line on the fire at a Barbour Street residence Tuesday afternoon.


