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Today we continue 
with the completion of 
an article that ran in 
The Era’s edition that 
celebrated Bradford’s 
centennial birthday.

“As for the pres-
ent-day festivities, 
a band is still being 
organized. Whether the 
Bradford

High or the Citizen’s 
bands (or volunteers 
from those bands) will 
perform is still not 
known.

Not much is known 
about St. Rocco himself, 
either. In fact, there is 
no authentic story of his 
life — just legends prob-
ably based on fact.

San Rocco was 
born to the governor 
of Montpelier, France, 
in 1378. When he was 
orphaned at 20, he 
decided to give up his 
life of luxury and go on 
a pilgrimage to Rome.

Finding much of 
Italy filled with a 
plague at the time, he 
visited many cities and 
towns, and devoted 
himself to caring for 
the sick. He is said to 
have healed many peo-
ple just by passing the 
sign of the cross over 
them.

At the town of 
Placenza he himself 
became ill, and, not 
wishing to be a burden 
on any hospital, he 
went into the woods to 
die. There he was mirac-
ulously fed by a dog; 
the dog’s master found 
and looked after him. 
On his return to France 
he was imprisoned, pos-
sibly as a spy, and died 
within five years of his 
imprisonment.

It is said that he 
performed as many 
miracles after he was 
dead as when he was 
alive. He soon became 
a saint par excellence, 
to be invoked against 
pestilence.”

And so ends our 
visit to the past and our 
enjoyment of the revi-
talization of St. Rocco’s 
Day. We hope it was 
as fun then as it is to 
relive now.
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By ANTHONY SAMBROTTO
asambrotto@bradfordera.com

SMETHPORT — A few rain showers 
and dark skies didn’t keep locals away 
from the McKean Fair on Tuesday after-
noon, especially with all of the food 
options available.

Scattered in between the traditional 
funnel cakes, curly fries and corn dogs 
were plenty of homegrown vendors 
that offered some unique fair food.

At Mr. D’s Donuts, Dogs & Drinks 
stand, operators Rob and Bonnie 
Dickinson offer up their famous 
mini-donuts as well as speciality hot 
dogs and drinks.

Rob Dickinson said part of the duo’s 
success over the past four years at the 
fair has been their location — which 
happens to be on the way to the exits.

“We are the last stop before 
everybody leaves the fair,” he said. 
“Everybody comes in and they get 
Italian sausage and all that, and then 
when everybody leaves for the night 
they have to get the mini donuts.”

Local food vendors a hit with fairgoers
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Rob Dickinson proudly stands in his Mr. D’s Donuts, Dogs & Drinks food truck Tuesday after-
noon at the McKean County Fair.Fair ...  page A-10

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

SMETHPORT — Kora Anderson, 7, 
of Kane, sat on her new pink bike with 
its big red bow, ready to go for a cruise 
through the halls of Smethport Area 
High School Tuesday.

Her smile was brighter than the 
pink paint job.

“Kora, are you ready to go?” asked 
her dad, Keith Anderson.

“YEAH!” she replied.
Kora’s feet were buckled onto the 

pedals, and she was buckled into the 
seat, grudgingly wearing a bicycle hel-
met. Her dad was standing behind the 
bike, holding onto the rear steering bar, 
while Kora kept her hands firmly on 
the handlebars.

Mom Holly and little brother Trace 
stood by, watching with smiles on their 
faces.

“We can go for family bike rides 
now,” Holly Anderson said, smiling 
brightly, eyes shimmering with happy 
tears.

This wasn’t just any other day for 
this family. This was the day Kora 
received her custom made “My Bike” 
Rifton adaptive bicycle from Variety, 
The Children’s Charity. “I think it’s 
incredible,” Holly Anderson said. “It 
gives these kids so much opportunity 
to be ‘typical.’”

Cooper Chaffin, 6, and his mom 
Stacey, from St. Marys, were testing out 
his new bike, too. His was red.

Watching Cooper place his teddy 
bear inside the buckles for the foot 
pedals, Stacey Chaffin said, “He will be 
able to keep up with his cousins. They 
ride by the house, and he looks out the 
window,” she said, trailing off.

It’s hard to watch your child be 
unable to take part in activities with 
other children due to a disability. Now, 
with his new adaptive bike, Cooper 
can “ride bikes like a typical kid.”

Pittsburgh charity brings smiles to local 
children through adaptive technology
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Kora Anderson smiles at the big red bow on her new adaptive bike Tuesday at the Smethport 
Area High School. Variety — The Children’s Charity provided 10 pieces of adaptive equipment 
to local families.

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

When Dennis and Pat Huff 
Stromberg moved back to Bradford and 
purchased an historic home, they likely 
didn’t figure they’d be asked to sit on 
Bradford Landmark Society’s board of 
directors — or organize its historic tour 
of homes in September.

The couple, who purchased a beau-
tiful 115-year-old home at 139 Jackson 
Ave. last year, are organizing the tour 
to not only help Bradford Landmark 
with the fundraiser, but to raise aware-
ness of the importance of preserving 
historic structures in town. The event 
is also being held in celebration of 
Bradford Landmark’s 50th anniversary 
in the community.

The tour is scheduled to be held 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sept. 28 at several 
historic homes and buildings in the 
community. Tickets are $20 for adults 
and free to children ages 6 and under.

The event will coincide with 
Bradford’s Pumpkin Fest as well as the 
Alumni and Family Weekend at the 
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.

Tour of historic structures guaranteed to 
provide a glimpse of Bradford’s ornate past
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Dennis and Pat Stromberg stand on the steps leading up to their 115-year-old home on Jackson 
Avenue, which will be included in Bradford Landmark Society’s historic tour of homes Sept. 28.
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