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APP: The University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford has 
launched an app for its 
students to serve as a vir-
tual community and cen-
tral place for members of 
the Pitt-Bradford commu-
nity to join groups, check 
out events and even check 
on their assignments.

Apps (short for appli-
cations) are created for 
use on smartphones or 
other mobile devices 
such as iPads. They allow 
users to more easily 
access information than 
through a website.

Bernie Picklo, academ-
ic technology integrator, 
developed the app, called 
Pitt-Bradford Connect, 
with Involvio, a company 
specializing in creating 
apps for educational insti-
tutions.

Today’s students are 
true digital natives and 
have been using tech-
nology since they were 
children. According to 
Involvio, 18- to 24-year-
olds are using apps 66% 
of the time when they 
are using their phones or 
computers.

Popular functions for 
students on the app are 
the events calendar, their 
own individual class 
schedule and a chat sec-
tion. They can also check 
the dining hall menu for 
the evening, the Area 
Transportation Authority 
bus schedule, and the 
laundry room to see if 
there are any washing 
machines free — all on 
the fly from wherever 
they are.

The app also acts like 
a pocket switchboard, 
allowing students to call 
campus police, make an 
appointment with the 
counseling center or put 
in a maintenance request.

Students can form 
groups to act as electronic 
bulletin boards for their 
individual clubs, classes 
or residence hall floors, 
making it easier to plan 
meetings and events.

Other sections of the 
app allow students to 
ask questions or look 
for rides back home for 
the weekend or holiday 
breaks.

Picklo can also send 
important general 
reminders and alerts 
out to app users about 
anything from housing 
registration to emergency 
information.

“It’s really great for 
asking general questions 
that you might not know 
where to look to find 
the answer,” said Joshua 
Nelson, an economics 
major from Bradford. 
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By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The leaves are starting to change, so what can the 
region expect for fall foliage this year?

“It seems like we’ve been ushering in a pretty typ-
ical fall,” explained Cecile Stelter, district forester at 
Cornplanter State Forest District in Warren. She is the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ 
regional spokesperson for fall foliage predictions.

Of course, she added, weather plays a big role in 
what we will see.

“There have been some predictions of a drought 
this fall,” she said. “If we get into a prolonged dry 
spell, that could dull the leaves.”

The best visuals will come if the weather stays sim-
ilar to what it has been lately, Stelter said.

“With warmer days and cool but not cold nights — 
a hard freeze would cause the leaves to drop off now 
without changing,” she said, “nights in the low 40s are 
ideal. Bright sunny days and rain at least once a week, 
that would set us up for a brilliant season.”

However, heavy rains would knock the leaves 
down without changing.

According to Accuweather, the forecast for the 
remainder of September is similar to what Stelter 
described for ideal conditions.

“I think everyone should start to see a hint of color 
by the end of the month,” she said.

“In the Bradford area the peak will hit around 
the 12th to the 19th of October,” Stelter explained. 
In Warren, the peak will come a little later, starting 
around Oct. 19.

“We have such a long foliage season,” she said, 
adding that if one were to miss the peak where they 
live, they can take an hour-long trip and see leaves at 
their peak in another region of the state.

“Of course, as far as coloration goes, Pennsylvania 
has anywhere between 115 to 135 different native tree 
species,” Stelter continued. “Each one of those species 
have different colorations, and individual trees within 
that species can change differently. We have a whole 
palette here in Pennsylvania.”

On track for ‘brilliant’ fall foliage in Pa.

Era photo by Wade Aiken

The beautiful colors of autumn are beginning to be seen in the region. The state 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources predicts the peak for fall foli-
age will be Oct. 12 to 19.

By RUTH BOGDAN
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

The annual Autumn Classic 
band competition at Bradford Area 
High School is a time-honored 
tradition. In fact, four decades of 
tradition will be celebrated at the 
event, to be held Saturday.

Parkway Field will open at 
3 p.m. Saturday, with the opening 
ceremony to begin at 4:15 p.m.

Organizers will be celebrating 
the event’s 40th anniversary, but 
how?

“We have some surprises up our 
sleeve — you’ll have to join us to 
see!” said Marissa Golden, director 
of instrumental music for Bradford 
Area High School.

At 7:30 p.m., Bradford’s 
Marching Owls will take the field 
to showcase their 2019 production 
of “PRISM,” said Golden.

“It was designed by one of 
our assistant directors, Mr. John 
Golden,” she said. “The idea is 
to show white light as it enters 
a prism, refracts, and creates the 

Autumn Classic celebrating 
40 years of performance
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The 2018 Bradford Marching Owls perform a three-movement production called “Reflexíon Latina” 
during the 39th annual Autumn Classic marching band competition in Bradford’s Parkway Field. 
The 40th annual competition will take the field on Saturday.

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Certain things are synonymous with 
fall, and homecoming brings to mind 
football and dancing.

For a high school homecoming 
dance, it is customary for girls to wear 
a pretty dress and shoes. However, for 
some families, the cost of purchasing 
that new outfit is outside the budget. 
That is where Cinderella’s Closet in 
Kane and the BAHS Boutique step in to 
help.

Cinderella’s Closet is a non-profit 
organization serving six counties — 
McKean, Elk, Warren, Cameron, Potter 
and Forest — in Pennsylvania. For girls 
in grades 9-12, it is possible to borrow 
a dress and accessories if you have $10, 
a ride to Kane and an adult 21 or older 
with a valid driver’s license who is will-
ing to sign the rental form.

“We serve 23 different high schools 
in the six-county area,” said Jackie 

Homecoming dances are underway; 
dresses available for those in need
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Bradford Area High School students sort and organize dresses for the BAHS Boutique prior to 
prom during the 2017-18 school year in this Era file photo. The Boutique has dresses available 
for those planning to attend the BAHS homecoming on Oct. 4.
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