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TODAY: On this day 
in 1803, the U.S. Supreme 
Court first ruled a law 
unconstitutional in the 
case of Marbury versus 
Madison.

The case shaped judi-
cial review in the U.S., 
bringing the issue of 
checks and balances to the 
Supreme Court.

Second President John 
Adams made several 
political appointments 
before leaving office after 
one term, to be succeed-
ed by Thomas Jefferson. 
William Marbury was to 
be one of the appoint-
ments. As the appoint-
ments were not formally 
delivered before Adams 
left office and Jefferson 
came in, this left the 
third president with the 
responsibility to carry 
out the appointments.

Because there were 
political differences 
between Jefferson and 
the proposed appointees, 
the president refused. 
Marbury and the others 
sued directly in the U.S. 
Supreme Court, asking for 
a “writ of mandate” for 
the new secretary of state, 
James Madison, to make 
the appointments.

Chief Justice John 
Marshall used the 
Constitution to declare 
power over the legisla-
tive branch of govern-
ment, striking down a 
federal law which would 
have given the Supreme 
Court the power to issue 
the writ of mandate by 
direct Supreme Court 
appeal.

Marshall essentially 
declared the judiciary 
had power over the legis-
lative branch, because it 
has the final say on inter-
preting the Constitution.

This premise, of course, 
still stands today.

Also of note in history 
today, in 1868, the House 
of Representatives voted 
126 to 47 to impeach 
President Andrew 
Johnson for firing of 
Secretary of War Edwin 
M. Stanton without 
approval of the Senate.

The first presidential 
impeachment trial began 
March 5, 1868. Johnson 
was ultimately acquitted, 
with one Republican who 
defied his party to vote 
for acquittal — Sen. James 
Grimes of Iowa — saying, 
“I cannot agree to destroy 
the harmonious working 
of the Constitution for the 
sake of getting rid of an 
unacceptable president.”
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The beauty, cuisine, 
customs and kindness of 
cultures from around the 
world were shared with 
the public Saturday eve-
ning at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford’s 
annual One World 
Cultural Festival.

Students, staff and 
members of the public 
mingled, held conversa-
tions and learned about 
each other as they par-
ticipated in activities like 
basket-weaving, henna 
tattoos, poetry writing, 
rolling fresh sushi and 
more.

One freshman stu-
dent volunteer helping 
in the basket-weaving 
group was speaking to 
a professor she didn’t 
know, and could be over-
heard talking about the 

One World cultural festival at UPB draws crowd
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Anyja Sharma, a Pitt student of Indian and Nepalese descent dishes out some 
rice.

Era photo by Wade Aiken

Pitt-Bradford’s Diamond Steppers perform at the One World Cultural Festival at Pitt-Bradford Saturday.

On Ash Wednesday, the Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension will be offering 
“Ashes to Go,” a new approach to a cen-
turies-old Christian tradition, from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. at Veterans’ Square and 2 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Bradford Regional 
Medical Center chapel.

For those who are able and would 
like to observe the start of Lent as part 
of a gathered Christian community, 
Ascension will also offer more tradition-
al services with communion and impo-
sition of ashes at noon and 7 p.m. at the 
church located at 26 Chautauqua Place.

Ascension is taking part for the 7th 
year in a row in this nationwide move-
ment that has clergy and lay people vis-
iting transit stops, street corners, coffee 
shops, and college campuses to mark 
the foreheads of interested passersby 
with ashes and invite them to repent of 
past wrongdoing and seek forgiveness 
and renewal.

In the Christian tradition, Ash 
Wednesday marks the start of the holy 
season of Lent, a time for reflection 
and repentance in preparation for the 
celebration of Easter. For centuries, 
Christians have received a cross of 
ashes on the forehead at the beginning 
of that season as a reminder of mortal 
failings and an invitation to receive 
God’s forgiveness. Ashes to Go provides 
the opportunity to participate in that 
tradition for people who have lost their 
connection to a church, or have never 
participated before.

“Ashes to Go is about bringing the 
important traditions of our faith out 
from behind church walls and into the 
places we need them every day,” said 
the Rev. Stacey Fussell, Ascension’s 
rector. “As people get busier and bus-
ier, we need the church in new and 

Church takes Ash 
Wednesday to the streets
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The Rev. Stacey Fussell provides ashes to registered nurse John Nuzzo at 
Bradford Regional Medical Center as part of “Ashes to Go” in 2019.

By JODY GROSHEK
McKean County Conservation District

Invasive species are a national ecological 
threat to our outdoor places and ecosystems. 
They impact our backyards and places where 
we hike, camp, fish, hunt, and explore.

Feb. 24 through 28th marks National Invasive 
Species Awareness Week, and all around the 
country activities to inform the public about 
invasive species and help protect our environ-
ment are taking place.

What are invasive species? Invasive species 
can be plants, insects, or animals. They are intro-
duced, non-native species that thrive in areas 
beyond their natural range. Did you know that 
approximately 37% of Pennsylvania’s plants are 
non-native plant species?

Not all non-natives are invasive. The rapid 
rate of spread, ability to reproduce in new areas 
without assistance, as well as the extent of envi-
ronmental impact helps determine if a non-na-
tive species is invasive. Some invasive species 
fly under the radar, such as hemlock wooly 
adelgid, while others are obvious eyesores on 
the landscape, like Japanese knotweed along 
streams and rivers. All have the capacity to 
cause significant harm to natural systems.

Because invasive species spread so easily, 
we can only combat them if we work across 
the entire landscape. In our area, a cooperative 
group called the Allegheny Plateau Invasive 
Plant Management Area (APIPMA) was formed 
to educate the public and to combat invasive 
plants within the Upper Allegheny watershed in 
a five-county area. APIPMA brings together fed-
eral, state, and local agencies along with private 
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