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1-4-3 DAY: 
Pennsylvania officials 
have named this Thursday 
— the 143rd day of the 
year — a day to spread 
kindness in honor of chil-
dren’s television host Fred 
Rogers.

The holiday is called 
1-4-3 Day, as Mr. Rogers 
used the numbers to rep-
resent the phrase “I love 
you.” Each number signi-
fies the sum of the letters 
in each word.

For this day, 
Pennsylvanians are 
being encouraged to be 
kind to one another. The 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and 
Economic Development 
is even hosting a website 
with how to take part: 
143day.dced.pa.gov.

“Starting May 23rd, 
we’ll see just how far 
a little kindness can 
spread,” the site stated. 
“Every time you do some-
thing nice for someone, 
tell us about it using 
#143DayinPA. Just imag-
ine the change we would 
see in the real world if all 
12.8 million PA residents 
participated.”

In Harrisburg, activities 
in honor of the occasion 
include a reading by First 
Lady Frances Wolf of 
“A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” a book 
of Mr. Rogers’ poetry and 
songs. She will read it to 
children.

The Pittsburgh Pirates 
and the Philadelphia 
Phillies are celebrating 
the day, too, Gov. Wolf’s 
office reported.

A Pennsylvania native, 
Mr. Rogers was the long-
time host of “Mr. Rogers’ 
Neighborhood.”

Mr. Rogers was an 
ordained Presbyterian 
minister.

In 1968, he was 
appointed Chairman of 
the Forum on Mass Media 
and Child Development 
of the White House 
Conference on Youth. 
Besides two George Foster 
Peabody Awards, Emmys, 
“Lifetime Achievement” 
Awards from the National 
Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences and the 
TV Critics Association, 
Fred Rogers received 
every major award in 
television for which he 
is eligible and many oth-
ers from special-interest 
groups in education, com-
munications, and early 
childhood,” read the biog-
raphy on his website.

“In 1999, he was 
inducted into the 
Television Hall of Fame. 
His life and work have 
been the subject of feature 
articles in national pub-
lications, including LIFE, 
Reader’s Digest, Parents, 
Esquire, Parade, and TV 
Guide. In 2002, President 
George W. Bush presented 
him with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civil-
ian honor, recognizing 
his contribution to the 
well-being of children and 
a career in public televi-
sion that demonstrates the 
importance of kindness, 
compassion and learning.”
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Three trees tower imposingly in Bradford. As the warmer weather increases, 
these trees may provide shade for passersby. Today, shelter will be the main 
concern as thunderstorms are predicted. 

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

Addiction is a beast — 
these words were heard 
by author and former 
addict Judd Hamilton fol-
lowing one of his relaps-
es. These words were fol-
lowed by a welcome and 
a second chance to change 
his life.

Hamilton, author 
of “Thank God for My 
Addiction: A Journey into 
the Inner Heart and Mind 
of an Addict,” shared the 
triumphs and tragedies 
of his life and recurring 
battles with addiction 
Wednesday at Grace 
Lutheran Community 
Center as the speaker for 
an Alumni, Family and 
Friends event hosted by 
Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Services Inc.

Hamilton’s book was 
written as a journal, part 
of his efforts to address 
issues and overcome his 
feelings of emptiness and 
his struggle not to seek 
a high. On Wednesday, 
wearing a black sweat-
shirt emblazoned with 

the words, “God’s Plan” 
and a set of hands fold-
ed in prayer, Hamilton 
explained to the audience, 
“There are two things I 
know: cocaine and the 
Bible.”

He also noted that, 
while he does not know 
a lot about recovery, he 
does know a lot about 
addiction. He has had 
multiple opportunities to 
share his experiences with 
an audience, and he does 
so in order to let people 
know that others have 
had similar experiences 
to their current struggle. 
He noted addiction can be 
overcome.

Hamilton has faced 
tragedy, including the loss 
of his daughter to illness 
at the age of two.

He has lived with 
his only possessions 
crammed into a back-
pack on his back, and he 
has lived as a successful 
businessman with two 
clothing stores, a home, 
three cars and a full bank 
account.

Visiting author 
shares story of 
hope, recovery

Bradford Publishing Co. invites you to travel outside the box.
Inside today’s Era is a special publication called “Venture Out,” featuring 
some of the abundant activities available in the Allegheny Highlands region. 
Traditional favorites like camping have taken on a new look, and fishing 
choices abound in the region. Museums in the Twin Tiers are featured as 
well.
We hope this publication helps you see the beauty of the region that is 
apparent to so many who travel here to enjoy the recreational opportunities.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

Some party nomina-
tions in McKean County 
may be decided by write-
in votes.

On Wednesday, Dinah 
Gallegos, McKean County 
director of elections, said 
of write-in votes, “They 
will be counted Friday.”

In the Democratic race 
for district attorney, there 
were 473 write-in votes 
cast. Should a candidate 
get 100 or more votes, and 
have more votes than any 
other write-in candidate, 
he or she would get the 
Democratic nomination 
for the office to continue 
to the fall general election.

There were 209 write-
in votes cast for the office 
of McKean County trea-
surer on the Democratic 
side. Again, should one 
candidate get more than 
100 votes and more than 

any other candidate, he or 
she would advance to the 
ballot in the fall.

In election for town-
ships and boroughs, a 
successful candidate must 
have at least 10 write-in 
votes, and more votes 
than any other candidate.

In Eldred Borough, 
70 Democratic write-in 
votes were cast for a 
four-year term as coun-
cilman. There were two 
candidates on the ballot 
already, Jeremy Prescott, 
who earned 11 votes, and 
Kimberly Weikert, who 
earned seven votes. There 
are three vacancies on the 
ballot. For a two-year seat 
on council, there were 18 
write-in votes cast.

There were 10 write-
in votes cast in Mount 
Jewett Borough on the 
Democratic side, while 
candidate Diana Rankin 
earned 30 votes. There 

Write-in votes could 
play a big role in 
primary results

The Marilyn Horne 
Museum and Exhibit 
Center will honor 
Bradford native and arts 
champion James D. Guelfi 
June 1 in a public cere-
mony to be held at the 
museum.

Guelfi, who is a long-
time friend of Horne, 
played an instrumental 
role in securing the Horne 
Collection for Bradford. 
His name and story will 
now become a permanent 
part of the museum.

Guelfi was born in 
Bradford in 1937. He 
began his career as a run-
ner and clerk at Bradford 
National Bank (now PNC) 
in downtown Bradford in 
1956 and worked his way 
up to vice president and 
manager, retiring in 1987.

In 1988, Guelfi 
answered an advertise-
ment in the Bradford Era 
looking for volunteers 
to form a local arts orga-
nization. That organiza-
tion would become the 
Bradford Creative and 
Performing Arts Center, 
and as one of its found-
ers, Guelfi would serve 
as the organization’s 
president for 24 years. 

Under his leadership, 
BCPAC brought some 
of entertainment’s big-
gest names to Bradford, 
including Ben Vereen, 
Glen Campbell, Carol 
Channing, Donny 
Osmond, Ed Asner and 
Horne among others.

Guelfi first met Horne 
in 2000 when, as president 
of BCPAC, he organized 
a performance by Horne 
at the Bradford Area High 
School. As part of Horne’s 
grand return to her home-
town, Guelfi also worked 

to have Parker Place, the 
street which runs along 
the south end of Veterans 
Square, renamed Marilyn 
Horne Way. The week-
end became a town-wide 
celebration ending with 
Horne performing to a 
sold-out audience of near-
ly 1,500.

Thirteen years 
later, Guelfi and then 
University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford President Dr. 
Livingston Alexander 
began work on plans 
to create a museum in 

Bradford, which would 
house and display pieces 
from the collection of 
Horne, who is a world-re-
nowned opera singer. The 
museum would serve as 
an educational resource 
for the Bradford region 
while displaying pieces 
from Horne’s collection 
of awards and artifacts 
collected over nearly four 
decades of performing 
around the world. Guelfi, 
who had become one of 
Horne’s dear friends, was 
tasked with approaching 
Horne with the idea.

Museum manag-
er Matthew Hileman 
said, “Since arriving in 
Bradford in 2017 and 
learning how the muse-
um came to be, I have 
been thinking of a way 
to make Jim’s story a 
permanent part of the 
museum. Without him 
and the special bond he 
has with Marilyn, the 
museum may never have 
happened.”

Horne, who turned 85 
in January, added, “I am 

Horne museum to honor James D. Guelfi
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James Guelfi, left, poses with Dr. Livingston 
Alexander, former president of the University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford. The two worked together to 
create a museum in honor of Bradford native Marilyn 
Horne.
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The Horne sisters, Marilyn and Gloria, sing in 
Bradford’s gazebo in Veterans Square in October 
2000.
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