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WEREWOLVES: With 
Halloween rolling near, 
it’s time to have some fun 
with creepy legends. The 
legend of the werewolf is 
difficult to narrow down 
to one version. For some, 
the word means a man 
who becomes a power-
ful wolf for periods of 
time before returning to 
a human form, while for 
others the term means a 
strange combination of 
human and wolf. History 
shows that another twist 
involves serial killers who 
claim to be werewolves 
— and the witnesses who 
claim they have seen 
them turn. Regardless of 
the meaning, however, the 
word is strongly connect-
ed with a thirst for blood 
and death.

In the Middle Ages 
the existence of were-
wolves was attributed 
to spells cast by witches, 
and the close connection 
between the two super-
natural beings led to the 
deaths of thousands of 
both accused witches and 
accused werewolves.

Overall, there was 
little difference between 
the killings and activ-
ities of wolves and 
werewolves: both would 
hunt at night, attacking 
sheep or livestock, and 
sometimes humans. The 
main difference was, of 
course, that the werewolf 
changed into human 
form at some point.

The earliest werewolf 
legends can be traced 
back to Greek mythol-
ogy, which shares the 
tale of Lycaon, the son of 
Pelasgus. Lycaon made 
Zeua angry when he fed 
the god a young boy 
Lycaon had sacrificed. 
Zeus, as punishment, 
made Lycaon and his sons 
into wolves.

However, the legend 
also can be traced back to 
The Epic of Gilgamesh, 
one of the oldest known 
stories in Western prose, 
in which Gilgamesh turns 
her mate into a wolf.

Another twist to the 
werewolf legend is the 
father-son duo in Nordic 
folklore. The Saga of the 
Volsungs tells the duo 
found out wolf pelts 
allowed people to turn 
into wolves for 10 days. 
Following this discovery, 
father and son went on a 
killing spree that ended 
with the father attack-
ing the son. The father 
received a leaf with heal-
ing powers from a raven, 
which was the only thing 
that saved his son’s life.
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REDUCE BUGS THIS FALL GIVE TOM (HART) A CALL
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A fall scene next to a home in Duke Center welcomes the season.  

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

It’s time for an 
upgrade.

An invitation for bids 
has been issued regarding 
the proposed rehabilita-
tion of the South Center 
Street and Brookline 
Court apartment com-
plexes.

While still in the very 
preliminary stages, the 
focus of the project is 
three-fold: rehabilitation, 
preservation and modern-
ization.

“The intended scope 
of this project is to sub-
stantially rehab and pre-
serve both South Center 
(50 units), and Brookline 

Court (22 units) in total 
72 units,” explained 
Alcherrie Williams, 
executive director of the 
McKean County Housing 
& Redevelopment 
Authorities. “The intend-
ed scope also includes 
modernization of the 
units, providing enhanced 
social services and com-
munity programs.”

Williams noted that 
funding is a work-in-
progress at this point as 
well.

McKean County 
Housing is working close-
ly with the Department 
of Urban Housing (HUD) 
and intends to work with 
Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency for 

financing through pro-
grams offered such as 
Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits (LIHTC) and other 
applicable financing pro-
grams. In addition MCHA 
is collaborating with local 
City of Bradford officials 
to obtain their valuable 
input as part of the over-
all development plan.

With that in mind, the 
timeline for the project 
is still unknown. At this 
point, Williams explained 
that the authority intends 
to “submit a LIHTC 
Application to PHFA in 
early 2021, anticipated 
closing in 2022.”

However, one thing 

South Center, Brookline to be 
focus of rehabilitation project
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The apartments on Brookline Court, and on nearby South Center Street, are on 
the list for rehabilitation within the next few years.

By MARCIE 
SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

September’s unem-
ployment rate for the 
region was headed in 
the right direction, as 
it is down in each local 
county.

On Tuesday, the state 
Department of Labor 
and Industry Center for 
Workforce Information 
and Analysis showed 

about a two percentage 
point improvement in 
McKean, Elk and Potter 
counties.

According to the data, 
in Bradford, which is the 
data given for McKean 
County, the September 
rate was 8.1%, down from 
10.2% the prior month. In 
Elk County, the rate was 
9.9%, down from 12.9% in 
August. Potter County’s 
September rate was 8.6%, 
down from 10.2% in 
August.

There was less of an 
improvement, but an 
improvement nonetheless, 
in Cameron County, with 
12.1% in September, down 
from 12.9% one month 

Unemployment rates 
improving in region

Data shows 
manufacturing, 
construction 
still hurting 
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Ghosts and skeletons swarm this “cemetery” on State Street, Bradford.

It’s not too late to honor your loved ones who 
served with the United States military.

The Era is still accepting print-quality photo-
graphs and stories of local heroes for our annual 
Veterans Day edition. The deadline is this Friday.

The veterans will be featured in a special sec-
tion we’re putting together. It’s free to be includ-
ed.

To keep memorabilia safe, we prefer that infor-
mation and photos be emailed to news@brad-
fordera.com.

Information and photos that families do not 
need returned can be dropped off at the Era’s 
front desk during office hours from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on weekdays. The Era cannot accept price-
less photos.

Please, do not send materials you would want 
back via the U.S. Postal Service.

Deadline for 
Veterans Day 

submissions is Friday

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

City officials are 
working to proactively 
manage finances.

A resolution to file 
a grant application 
with the Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Community and 
Economic Development 
for the Strategic 
Management Planning 
Program (STMP) was 
approved during 
Tuesday’s meeting 
of the Bradford City 

Council.
City Administrator 

Chris Lucco explained 
that the grant would 
be used to hire an out-
side consulting service 
to come in and look 
at ways to assist city 
officials in improving 
various aspects of the 
city’s operations. The 
funding would require 
the city to provide a 
50/50 match.

The STMP program 
allows local officials to 

Bradford City 
trying for grant 
for consulting

By JOELLEN WANKEL
jwankel@bradfordera.com

The City of Bradford 
Board of Health 
declared five properties 
public nuisances during 
Tuesday’s meeting and 
opted to wait for the 
declaration of a new 
owner for a property 
discussed at the August 
meeting.

Properties at 109 
North Center Street, 108 
State Street, 57 School 
Street, 50 High Street 
and 10 Williams Street 
were all on Tuesday’s 
agenda.

The properties 
at 109 North Center 
Street, 50 High Street 
and 10 Williams Street 
are all considered 
to be fire hazards. 
Health Director Mike 
Cleveland noted 
that the property on 
North Center Street 
is unsecured and has 
been vacant for years, 
allowing vagrants 
and children from 
nearby School Street 
Elementary to enter the 
structure. The prop-
erty on High Street is 
secured but contains 

Properties in city 
recognized as hazards
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