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HERB HARVEST: 
Harvest herbs regularly 
during the growing sea-
son once the plant has 
enough foliage to main-
tain continued growth. 
Penn State Extension 
shared the following tips 
on harvesting.

Cut sprigs of herbs just 
above a leaf cluster or, in 
the case of parsley and 
chives, at the bottom of 
the stem. Remove dead 
or damaged leaves and 
wipe off dirt that may be 
present. Pick the herbs 
early in the day, as the 
sun’s heat will pull flavor-
ful oils from the plant.

Most herbs used for 
drying should be picked 
just before the flowers 
open, when the leaves 
have the highest content 
of aromatic, volatile oils. 
Discontinue harvesting 
leaves of perennials by 
late summer to allow the 
plants to store enough 
carbohydrates to over-
winter.

Seeds may be saved for 
culinary uses or starting 
plants. Harvest seeds 
when they change color 
from green to brown or 
gray and allow them to 
dry thoroughly before 
storing.

Many herbs, such as 
trailing rosemary, varie-
gated sage, oregano, and 
chives, can add interest 
to outdoor containers and 
are a convenient way to 
grow herbs when garden 
space is limited. Use a 
quality potting soil in 
containers. Do not use 
topsoil or garden soil.

Most small-sized herb 
plants can be grown 
indoors. When grown in 
a sunny area away from 
heat sources and drafts, 
they will supply sprigs for 
culinary use throughout 
the winter. Some of the 
best to try are basil, sweet 
marjoram, oregano, rose-
mary, thyme, and parsley. 
If the container has a 
saucer, check soon after 
watering to remove excess 
water accumulating under 
the pot.

Herbs are a healthy 
way to add flavor to food. 
When adding herbs to 
recipes, note that oil con-
centrations in dried herbs 
are greater than in fresh. 
Use 2 tablespoons of fresh 
for 1 teaspoon of dried 
herbs.

In addition to add-
ing pleasant scents to 
sachets, herbs are also 
used in potpourris, can-
dles, soaps, and cosmet-
ics.
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Fall brings tourists to 
Pennsylvania, and McKean County 
and surrounding areas are prime 
viewing locales for stunning color as 
the leaves change.

According to the Pa. Department 
of Conservation of Natural 
Resources (DCNR), Pennsylvania 
has a longer and more varied Fall 
foliage season than any other state in 
the Nation.

The crimsons, blazing oranges 
and yellows as brilliant as sunshine 
that present themselves throughout 
the Allegheny National Forest and 
surrounding areas peak in color for 
several weeks near the beginning of 
October across Pennsylvania.

Because of the beauty the foliage 
brings to the area there are many 
prime leaf-peeping locations to visit 
in the coming weeks: the Longhouse 
National Scenic Byway, which cir-
cles the Kinzua Creek arm of the 
Allegheny Reservoir was selected by 
USA TODAY as one of the “Top 50 
Scenic Drives in America.”

October brings peak Fall 
foliage colors throughout the area
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The trees erupt in fall color along the railroad tracks at Browntown Road in 2018. This year, the 
DCNR says to expect another gorgeous fall.

By JIM ECKSTROM
The Bradford Era

Three men have been 
indicted in the torture and 
murder of a New York 
City man whose body 
was found in April along 
U.S. Route 6 in Potter 
County.

WETM TV of Elmira 
reported that Eddie 
Marte, 25, of New City, 
N.Y., and Malik Weems, 
18, of Pittsburgh, were 
recently indicted by a 
Chemung County, N.Y., 
grand jury in connection 
to the case.

Weems and Marte face 
charges of first-degree 
murder, four counts of 
first-degree kidnapping 
and two counts each of 
first-degree assault in the 
gruesome death of Juan 
Jose Gotay, 38.

Last week, WETM 
reported that Thomas 
Bovaird of Horseheads, 
N.Y., was the first per-
son to be arrested and 
indicted in the case. He 
faces first-degree murder 
and kidnapping charges, 
two counts of assault 
in the first degree, and 
two counts of assault 
in the second degree. 
He is remanded to the 
Chemung County Jail.

Chemung County 
District Attorney Weeden 
Wetmore said Gotay was 
kidnapped and brutally 
tortured and mutilated. 
Gotay’s body was found 
April 5, bound in electri-
cal cord, by Pennsylvania 
State Police, nearly four 
months after he was kid-
napped on or around Jan. 
29 or 30.

Wetmore said that 
Gotay was shot in the 
shoulder and leg; suffered 
permanent and mutilating 
injuries to his eyes; burns 
to his ears and buttocks; 
mutilating injuries to his 
mouth caused by repeated 
kicking and beating; and 

multiple broken ribs and 
fingers.

According to the 
indictment, Gotay was 
still alive when his kid-
nappers left him in Potter 
County.

The Chemung County 
district attorney did not 
detail any possible motive 
for the crime nor the 
relationship between the 
victim and his accused 
killers.

3 indicted in NY 
torture-murder 

case; body found 
in Potter County
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A Green Heron doing a little fishing at the Willow Dale Duck Pond.

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
marcie@bradfordera.com

The Bradford City Water Authority 
is concentrating efforts to attempt to 
reduce the number of delinquent water 
accounts in the system.

At Wednesday’s meeting, Executive 
Director Steve Disney explained the 
authority is “utilizing tools and features 
inside the Edmunds Billing Software/
System” which is shared with the City 
of Bradford and the Bradford Sanitary 
Authority to apply payments in a 
“waterfall manner.”

“Payments received are applied to 
the oldest balance first, and then any 
remaining funds are applied in the pri-
ority sequence of number one, water, 
number two, stormwater and then num-
ber three, sewer accounts,” Disney said.

The same process is being used in the 
sanitary authority system.

The authority has started topograph-
ic surveying of water line replacements 
for the lead abatement project funded 
through PENNVEST.

Disney gave an update on the proj-
ect, for which the authority was award-
ed $8.52 million, with a tentative date 
for going out to bid in December 2021. 
It is anticipated that bids will be opened 
and awarded in January with construc-
tion to begin in April and be completed 
in late 2022.

Disney has said the project will 

involve replacing 573 service line con-
nections that contain lead, and about 
3 miles of some of the oldest and most 
problematic water lines in the system.

The funding is through the 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 
Authority, also known as PENNVEST. 
Funding through that authority may 
come as a low-interest loan or grant, 
and is a competitive process. The entire 
project was funded through a “Principal 
Forgiveness Loan” — essentially a loan 
that isn’t required to be paid back.

Explaining the project and the 
onus for it, Disney said that ever 
since the lead in the water crisis in 
Flint, Michigan, there’s been a push to 
replace lead water lines. While the local 
authority has had no issues with the 
lead connectors currently in use in the 
system, they wanted to take a proactive 
approach to get them replaced before 
issues arise.

Also at the meeting, Disney said a 
total of 41 new customers have tapped 
into the Kenmar Acres water main line 
extension, and two residential proper-
ties have paid the tap-in fee but remain 
to be connected.

Disney also said the pilot study 
on a feed polymer addition has been 
suspended, as there was no notice-
able improvement to the sludge set-
tling characteristics as a result. The 

Bradford City 
Water Authority working 

on delinquencies
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