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COVID-19 is spreading 
faster than ever before. 
Pennsylvania is seeing 
higher daily case counts 
than in the spring, and 
hospitalizations are on the 
rise.

On Tuesday, Secretary 
of Health Dr. Rachel 
Levine announced four 
new mitigation efforts.

“It is our collective 
responsibility to protect 
our communities and 
our most vulnerable 
Pennsylvanians from 
COVID-19 and to contin-
ue to work together to get 
through this pandemic. 
These targeted mitigation 
efforts, combined with 
existing ones, are para-
mount to saving lives and 
protecting our economy,” 
Gov. Tom Wolf said. 
“The administration will 
continue to monitor the 
risks posed by COVID-19 
across the commonwealth 
and will reinstate or insti-
tute new targeted mitiga-
tion tactics as necessary.”

The efforts announced 
by Levine include the fol-
lowing: Strengthening the 
mask order, protecting the 
state’s healthcare system, 
testing travelers, and  

issuing recommendations 
for colleges and univer-
sities.

Levine first issued a 
masking order on April 
15. The order signed 
Tuesday strengthens this 
initial order with these 
inclusions:

 ■ Masks are required 
to be worn indoors and 
outdoors if you are away 
from your home.

 ■ When outdoors, a 
mask must be worn if you 
are not able to remain 
physically distant (at least 
6 feet away) from some-
one not in your household 

the entire time you are 
outdoors.

 ■ When indoors, 
masks will now be 
required even if you are 
physically distant from 
members not in your 
household. This means 
that even if you are able 
to be 6 feet apart, you 

will need to wear a mask 
while inside, if with peo-
ple other than members of 
your household.

 ■ This order applies 
to every indoor facility, 
including homes, retail 
establishments, gyms, 
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Dr. Rachel Levine speaks about the COVID-19 situation in Pennsylvania.
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HELP YOUR 
LIBRARY: Public 
Libraries in PA need every 
library lover to be vocal 
on how much they value 
library service!

Information from local 
libraries explains that 
currently, Pennsylvania 
libraries are not getting 
fully funded in 2021. 
They are only receiving 
the equivalent of five 
months of State Aid rath-
er than 12 months.

If you do not want 
your library services 
reduced, if you want new 
books on the shelves, if 
you want your library to 
remain open, please reach 
out to all the PA legisla-
tors about how much you 
love your library. If the PA 
legislators do not know 
how much you value 
your library, they will not 
value your library.

The staff at local librar-
ies in the area thank you 
for your support.

———
THANKSGIVING, 

BOXED: As America’s 
biggest holiday, 
Thanksgiving is usually 
the perfect time to bring 
together family members 
and lesser seen friends. 
However, the pandem-
ic has put to rest most 
people’s best-laid plans. 
Encouraged by authorities 
to keep gatherings among 
people to a minimum in 
order to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus, fam-
ily gatherings will most 
likely be limited to small 
nuclei, rather than large 
affairs with extended 
families.

MySubscriptionAddiction, 
the leading review site 
for subscription boxes, 
carried out a survey of 
3,000 people, revealing 
that over one-third of 
Pennsylvania families 
(35%) say they will 
forgo a large, traditional 
Thanksgiving meal this 
year with friends and 
relatives, and instead opt 
for something far more 
low key, such as a takeout 
meal or meal kit instead.

The survey also found 
that more than 1 in 3 
(34%) Pennsylvanians 
plan to video call their 
extended family this 
Thanksgiving, rather 
than risk seeing them in 
person.

But it’s not all doom 
and gloom – for those 
still planning on cooking, 
almost 1 in 10 say they 
will use the celebration 
to experiment with their 
meals.

For those of us who 
still intend on going big 
this Thanksgiving, 43% 
say they’ll consider host-
ing it outdoors, in order 
to reduce the risk of infec-
tion.

When asked about 
Christmas, almost one-
third (31%) expect to 
forgo the traditional meal 
this year too.
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First Night Bradford 
2020 is canceled, with 
hope the event can return 
for the end of 2021.

The committee issued a 
statement Tuesday.

“The First Night 
Bradford committee is 
regretfully canceling First 
Night Bradford 2020 New 
Years’ Eve festivities this 
year, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. We are 
devastated to share this 
news with you, because 
‘the show must go on’ is 
in our DNA.

“Since we have seen 
an increase in active cases 
in our area, our commit-
tee feels it is in the best 
interests of our audience 
to take the necessary 
precautions to keep the 
public safe and cancel 
First Night Bradford for 

First Night Bradford 2020 canceled
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In 2018, a group of children celebrate the coming New Year at the Bradford Area Public Library. This year’s 
First Night celebration has been canceled because of COVID-19. First Night ...  page A-8

Pa. officials strengthen mask requirements
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The Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
has lifted drought watch-
es on 10 counties, but the 
drought warnings remain 
for McKean and Potter 
counties.

Twenty counties 
remain on drought watch, 
and three remain on 
drought warning: Clinton, 
McKean, and Potter.

Water suppliers in 
several local areas have 
employed non-essential 
water restrictions. As 
of Tuesday, Driftwood 
Borough in Cameron 
County was calling for 
voluntary restrictions; 
Johnsonburg Municipal 
Authority in Elk County, 
mandatory restrictions; 
Ludlow Water Association 
in McKean County, vol-
untary restrictions; and 
in Potter County, Austin 

Borough Waterworks 
and Galeton Borough 
Water Authority, man-
datory restrictions, and 
Roulette Township Water 
Authority, voluntary 
restrictions.

A drought watch 
remains in effect for 
Cameron and Elk coun-
ties, as well as Bradford, 
Centre, Clearfield, 
Columbia, Cumberland, 
Forest, Jefferson, Juniata, 
Lycoming, Montour, 
Northumberland, Perry, 
Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, 
Union, Warren, and 
Wyoming counties.

The drought watch has 
been lifted for Armstrong, 
Blair, Butler, Cambria, 
Clarion, Erie, Fayette, 
Huntingdon, Indiana, and 
Mifflin counties.

“Recent rainfall has 
brought good news for 
some counties. Other 
counties are showing 
improvements, but still 
have a little ways to 
go,” said DEP Secretary 
Patrick McDonnell. “We 
ask all water consumers 
on drought watch and 

McKean, Potter 
counties remain on 

drought warning
‘Watch’ lifted 

for 10 counties 
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A wet morning snow Tuesday sticks to a tree along West Washington 
Street. A chance of snow continues today, gradually becoming mostly 
sunny later today.
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