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Holiday pet safety: 
Innovet Pet – the leading 
provider of innovative, 
natural well-being prod-
ucts for pets – conducted 
a study of 2,500 pet own-
ers and it appears pets 
are on Santa Clause’s nice 
list this year because it 
was found that almost 
half of pet owners in 
Pennsylvania (46%) will 
be spending more on their 
pet than their partner this 
Christmas! 

Also, 1 in 3 pet own-
ers admit dressing their 
pets in Christmas themed 
clothing.

If you love your pet 
that much, then this time 
of year is one where it is 
important to pay attention 
to the human foods your 
pet might eat.

Here are some foods 
you should definitely 
avoid feeding your pet 
this holiday season:

Chocolate and nuts
This contains a chem-

ical called theobromine 
which is seriously poison-
ous if ingested in large 
quantities by cats or dogs. 
You probably didn’t know 
that walnuts and macada-
mia nuts are actually toxic 
to pets and can harm their 
digestive, muscle and ner-
vous systems.

Raisins, sultanas, cur-
rants and grapes

Even small quantities 
of these fruits can cause 
vomiting, diarrhea and 
in extreme cases, kidney 
failure. Beware of mince 
pies, Christmas pudding 
and fruit cake.

Fruits with stones
On top of being a chok-

ing hazard, the stones and 
pips of fruit like apples, 
cherries, peaches, plums 
and apricots contain cya-
nide, which is poisonous 
to pets.

On the flip side, below 
are some treats that are 
safe to share with your 
pet during the holidays:

Turkey
Your furry friend 

would love a couple piec-
es of plain, skinless turkey 
that’s free from any sauce, 
which can affect their 
stomach. Make sure there 
are no bones.

Winter vegetables
Some vegetables are 

really good for your pet’s 
health in small quantities 
as long as they are plain 
and contain no added oil 
or butter. Think things 
like green beans, carrots, 
brussels sprouts, broc-
coli, peas, spinach and 
parsnips.

Potatoes
Everyone’s favorite 

side dish is also deli-
cious to your pet in small 
amounts, as long as you 
skip the butter and salt.

Once again, be care-
ful of the quantities and 
types of foods you are 
feeding your pets as 6% 
of dog owners admit 
their pet gains weight 
over the festive period.
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Relatives in the Blackwell and Clark families enjoy a stroll on the Marilla Trail 
on a sunny Saturday afternoon. While recent days have been unseasonably 
warm, the area will be hit with more winter weather this week. See more 
about it on Page 2.
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Throughout the year, we have stories that are 
memorable, but unfortunately they are edged out 
of our Top 10 by other happenings as the year goes 
on. In this story, we will revisit some of the notable 
news for 2019, our honorable mentions.

RESURGENCE OF KANE
The borough of Kane had a lot of positive things 

happen this year, making them our first honorable 
mention for Top 10 stories of the year.

In scientific news, two Kane businesses won 
funds through the Big Idea Competition in 2019.

Joe Lanich with Laughing Owl Press presented 
his idea for developing software that brings “digital 
convenience to high-end letterpress printed prod-
ucts.”

Lanich received $30,000 to develop his business, 
taking first place out of eight finalists.

David Conklin with Wilds Sonshine Factory took 
second place, receiving $20,000 in funding toward 
efforts to distill a new spirit derived from a sun-
flower plant, with the additional local connection of 
growing these plants only in the Pa Wilds region.

For the history buffs, a book about Kane history 
was available for purchase before Christmas, titled 
“Citizen Kane PA: Little-Known Facts and Forgotten 
Memories from the Hilltop.”

The book is written by Ed Rose, a Kane native 
and author and was available through the Kane 
Historic Preservation Society. According to the press 
release for the book, “More than 50 brief, bite-sized 
nuggets of local history have been compiled from 
Rose’s popular weekly broadcast of the same name 
that began airing on Kane station WXZY FM 101.7 
Radio in 2018.”

Kane was the site for stories of renovation and 
new life for long-standing fixtures in the borough.

Kane VFW Post 1132 worked with Jolene Ebeling 
to bring new life to the building and pay tribute to 
the armed services. New logos adorn walls through-
out the building. Each wall represents a different 
branch of service, such as the Marines, Air Force, 
Army, Navy and the Coast Guard.

Meanwhile, The Evergreen Enchanted Playland 
in Kane was re-stained over a two-day period in 
August, thanks to a group of volunteers and lots of 
hard work. The playground was a community effort 
when initially built and is an illustration of the com-
munity pride that is still alive and well.

“The Evergreen Enchanted Playland stands as a 
testament to the vision of a community that thrives 
on rolling up sleeves and working together,” said 
Kane Mayor Brandy Schimp. “In 1988, volunteers 
built a play space where imagination could run free 
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This photo shows the Evergreen Playland in Kane 
after it was re-stained. The playground has stood 
for 30 years, created by community effort.

There will be much 
to do when First Night 
Bradford takes over the 
town for Tuesday’s New 
Year’s Eve celebration.

Here’s a rundown of 
what there will be to do 
to welcome the coming of 
2020:

• Bradford Area Public 
Library: New Year’s Eve 
children’s party, 11 a.m.-
noon

• First Skate, 1-4 p.m., 

Callahan Park ice rink
• First Bowl, 1-4 p.m., 

Byllye Lanes
• First Movie, 4-6 p.m., 

Main Street Movie House
• YMCA: Bounce house 

and Dave Jeffers Magic 
Show, Balloon Animals & 
Face Painting, 6-10 p.m.

• Father Leo Gallina 
Social Hall Chinese auc-
tion, 6-10 p.m.

• St. Bernard auditori-
um: Queen B’s of Studio 

B dance studio, 6-8 p.m.; 
Bradford Flames gymnas-
tic team, 8-9 p.m.; Storm 
Athletics All-Star Cheer 
Team, 9-10 p.m.

• Hill Memorial Church 
Community Center: 
Bwana Jim, 6-7 and 
8-9 p.m.; magician and 
comedian Tim Piccirillo, 
7-8 and 9-10 p.m.

• Church of the 
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First Night Bradford
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Children enjoyed doing the Baby Shark dance at Bradford Area Public Library 
during the 2019 First Night First celebration. The library’s children’s party is one of 
many activities planned for the 2020 event.
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Maggie Travis, right, leads the 
STEPS Drop In Center Singers 
in a number of Christmas car-
ols Sunday during an informal 
concert at the Episcopal Church 
of the Ascension in Bradford. 
Travis, coordinator of STEPS, 
said the facility provides a num-
ber of activities, programs and 
services for individuals with 
mental and physical disabili-
ties. The organization’s next 
presentation, which will be free 
and open to the community, is 
a lip sync concert in costume at 
2 p.m. Jan. 18 at 62 Main St., off 
Chambers Street, in Bradford.

Spirit of Christmas continues with STEPS concert
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