
By LISA MASCARO  
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON 
(AP) — Amy Coney 
Barrett was confirmed 
to the Supreme Court  
late Monday by a 
deeply divided Senate, 
Republicans overpower-
ing Democrats to install 
President Donald Trump’s 
nominee days before the 
election and secure a 
likely conservative court 
majority for years to 
come.

Trump’s choice to fill 
the vacancy of the late 
liberal icon Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg  potentially 
opens a new era of rul-
ings on abortion, the 
Affordable Care Act and 
even his own election. 
Democrats were unable 
to stop the outcome, 
Trump’s third justice on 
the court, as Republicans 
race to reshape the judi-
ciary.

Barrett  is 48, and her 
lifetime appointment 
as the 115th justice will 
solidify the court’s right-
ward tilt. 

Monday’s 52-48 vote 
was the closest high court 
confirmation ever to a 
presidential election, and 

the first in modern times 
with no support from 
the minority party. The 
spiking COVID-19 crisis 
has hung over the pro-
ceedings. Vice President 
Mike Pence’s office said 
Monday he would not 
preside at the Senate ses-
sion unless his tie-break-
ing vote was needed after 
Democrats asked him 
to stay away when his 

aides tested positive for 
COVID-19. His vote was 
not necessary. 

With Barrett’s confir-
mation assured, Trump 
was expected to celebrate 
with a primetime swear-
ing-in event at the White 
House. Justice Clarence 
Thomas was set to admin-
ister the Constitutional 
Oath, a senior White 
House official said.

“This is something to 
be really proud of and 
feel good about,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said during 
a rare weekend session 
Sunday ahead of voting. 
He scoffed at the “apoc-
alyptic” warnings from 
critics that the judicial 
branch was becoming 
mired in partisan politics 
and declared that “they 
won’t be able to do much 

about this for a long time 
to come.”

Pence’s presence 
presiding for the vote 
would have been expect-
ed, showcasing the 
Republican priority. But 
Senate Democratic lead-
er Chuck Schumer and 
his leadership team said 
it would not only vio-
late virus guidelines of 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
“it would also be a viola-
tion of common decency 
and courtesy.”

Some GOP senators 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus following 
a Rose Garden event 
with Trump to announce 
Barrett’s nomination last 
month, but they have 
since said they have been 
cleared by their doctors 
from quarantine. Pence 
was not infected and his 
office said the vice pres-
ident tested negative for 
the virus Monday.

Democrats argued for 
weeks that the vote was 
being improperly rushed 
and insisted during an 
all-night Sunday session it 
should be up to the win-
ner of the Nov. 3 election 
to name the nominee. 
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WITCHES: In a lead-
up to spooky Saturday 
festivities, we will delve 
into the iconic Halloween 
figures. Today, we begin 
with witches.

Images of witches 
have appeared in various 
forms throughout histo-
ry—from evil, wart-nosed 
women huddling over a 
cauldron of boiling liquid 
to hag-faced, cackling 
beings riding through the 
sky on brooms wearing 
pointy hats. In pop cul-
ture, the witch has been 
portrayed as a benevolent, 
nose-twitching suburban 
housewife; an awkward 
teenager learning to con-
trol her powers and a trio 
of charmed sisters battling 
the forces of evil. The real 
history of witches, how-
ever, is dark and, often for 
the witches, deadly.

Early witches were 
people who practiced 
witchcraft, using magic 
spells and calling upon 
spirits for help or to 
bring about change. Most 
witches were thought 
to be pagans doing the 
Devil’s work. Many, how-
ever, were simply natural 
healers or so-called “wise 
women” whose choice of 
profession was misunder-
stood.

Witch hysteria real-
ly took hold in Europe 
during the mid-1400s, 
when many accused 
witches confessed, often 
under torture, to a vari-
ety of wicked behaviors. 
Within a century, witch 
hunts were common and 
most of the accused were 
executed by burning at 
the stake or hanging. 
Single women, widows 
and other women on the 
margins of society were 
especially targeted.

Between the years 1500 
and 1660, up to 80,000 
suspected witches were 
put to death in Europe. 
Around 80 percent 
of them were women 
thought to be in cahoots 
with the Devil and filled 
with lust. Germany had 
the highest witchcraft exe-
cution rate, while Ireland 
had the lowest.

The publication of 
“Malleus Maleficarum”—
written by two well-re-
spected German 
Dominicans in 1486—like-
ly spurred witch mania to 
go viral. The book labeled 
witchcraft as heresy, 
and quickly became the 
authority for Protestants 
and Catholics trying to 
flush out witches living 
among them. For more 
than 100 years, the book 
sold more copies of any 
other book in Europe 
except the Bible.
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Supreme Court nominee Judge Amy Coney Barrett departs the U.S. Capitol on 
October 21, 2020 in Washington, DC. President Donald Trump nominated Barrett 
to replace Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg after Ginsburg’s death. 
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For Gus Crissman, gar-
dening is more than just a 
hobby, it’s a way of life.

He begins starting all 
his plants at the end of 
March to April 1st, includ-
ing a variety of pumpkins, 
gourds, onions, tomatoes 
and peppers. One could 
say he has everything 
down to a science, from 
the fertilizer he custom 
mixes in his green build-
ing to the computer-con-
trolled irrigation system 
he’s installed.

This year, Crissman 
had a slight setback due 
to an illness and lost his 
largest pumpkin, which 
he estimated at roughly 

1,500 pounds or more, 
though the rest of the 
growing season went off 
without a hitch. In fact, 
he grew an Atlantic giant 
pumpkin weighing in at 
over 700 pounds, which 
he took to a weigh-off 
in Ohio, along with a 
sunflower, Connecticut 
field pumpkin and a long 
gourd, measuring at over 
130 inches long. The long 
gourd won first place in 
Ohio and is currently 9th 
in the world.

Crissman ended up 
donating the Atlantic 
giant pumpkin to George 
G. Blaisdell Elementary 
School, as he donates a 
large pumpkin each year 
for the students to carve. 
The class that collects 

the most change gains 
the honor of carving the 
pumpkin (stay tuned to 
find out the winning class 
in tomorrow’s edition of 
The Bradford Era).

So what is his secret for 
growing such large crops?

According to Crissman, 
it takes a lot of weeding, 
watering, mixing and ten-
der loving care.

He likens his green 
building where he mixes 
together his custom fertil-
izer, to a lab of sorts.

“You have to have the 
right PH,” he explained. 
“This summer I used a 
lot of nitrogen, a lot more 
than I’ve ever used, and it 
worked well for me.”

The Great Pumpkin

Photo from Facebook

An Atlantic giant pumpkin by Bradford resident Gus 
Crissman donated to George G. Blaisdell Elementary 
School will be carved by the students.

PORT ALLEGANY — 
Despite the bad weather 
Saturday, the McKean 
County Democratic 
Committee held its “Get 
Out the Vote Rally” 
Saturday in the parking 
lot of the S.W. Smith 
Memorial Library and 
hosted Margie Brown, the 
party’s candidate for the 
state senate’s 25th District 
on Nov. 3.

“Margie of St. Marys 
and a former Bradford 
resident, attended later 
in the day and met with 
volunteers and support-
ers,” said Marty Wilder, 
county chairman. “No 
doubt the cold and rainy 
weather put a bit of a 
damper on the festivities, 
but our volunteers remain 
fired up about Biden 
and his chances to win 
in November. Going for-
ward, we hope to squeeze 
every last vote out of 
McKean County in the 
short time we have left.”

McKean Co. Democrats host Rally
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Amy Mallison-Austin, treasurer of the county Democratic Committee; Angelo Mazzarese, volunteer; and 
Harriett Nevil, committee treasurer, are shown with a huge sign that was displayed along Main Street, Port 
Allegany, during the “Get Out the Vote Rally.”
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