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What started out as a “good 
neighbor service” 22 years ago 
has turned into a way to raise 
funds for the Bradford Township 
Volunteer Fire Department –– 
cleaning muddy vehicles after 
Jeep Jamboree trail rides.

The department’s president, 
Jim Long, told The Era the 
department initially carried 
out the cleaning service as a 
way to be a good neighbor to 
the University of Pittsburgh 
at Bradford, as Bradford 
Township’s Station 15-3 is locat-
ed on West Washington Street 
adjacent to the campus.

“This is our 22nd year, too,” 
Long said, referring to the Penn’s 
Woods Jeep Jamboree hosting it’s 

22nd event in Bradford. “When 
the university starting doing 
this, they came to us and asked 

if we would help them. Initially, 

‘Round the 

Square Vol. 142   No. 225  •  43 Main St., Bradford, Pa. 16701  •  Saturday, June 22, 2019  •  www.bradfordera.com  •  $1.50

CIRCUS: The Era 
headline of June 28, 1937 
said, “Tom Mix Show 
Pleases Here.”

The circus, led by 
the movie cowboy from 
Cameron County, held 
two performances in 
Bradford.

“An elephant that 
walked a tightrope; 
“Poodles” Hanneford 
and family, noted comic 
riding stars; Ray Goody, 
a superb tightrope per-
former; Miss Erma Ward, 
petite star of the flying 
trapeze and a big group 
of other top-notch circus 
performers pleased two 
fair audiences here yester-
day as the Tom Mix circus 
exhibited at the Seaward 
avenue show grounds 
under the auspices of the 
McKean County Shrine 
club.

“Every act on the 
program pleased but it 
was Tom Mix himself 
that made the biggest 
hit with circus fans. The 
famous screen western 
star received a great 
ovation at both perfor-
mances as he led his 
performers around the 
hippodrome track in the 
opening spectacle. And 
he returned a short time 
later to score heavily 
with a sharp-shooting act 
and as the director of two 
liberty horses.

“One of the outstand-
ing features at the show 
was the beauty of the 
group performing and 
riding horses which 
appeared numerous times 
on the track and in the 
three rings.

“With the exception of 
Mix, probably the most 
interesting part of the 
program, at least to the 
juvenile part of the audi-
ence, was the work of 
the clowns, who offered 
their bits of nonsense 
throughout the two-hour 
performance.

“Miss Erma Ward, 
sister-in-law of Mix, and 
a noted performer in her 
own right, scored heavily 
in two appearances, once 
on the Roman rings and 
another time on the flying 
trapeze. Ray Goody stag-
gered, stumbled, danced 
and turned somersaults 
on a slender wire thread 
to finish amid a burst of 
applause from the crowd.

“The perform-
ers throughout were 
well-costumed and well 
trained and kept the 
show moving at a rapid 
pace.”

The circus folded in 
1938. Mix died in an auto-
mobile crash in Arizona 
in 1940.
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Jessica Robey, of Buffalo, N.Y., holds up a muddy wheel well as she gets her Jeep washed by mem-
bers of the Bradford Township Volunteer Fire Department after trail rides on Friday.

By MARCIE 
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There is a van parked 
at the Bradford Post 
Office, not far from the 
American flag.

The markings on the 
van, green, white and 
gray, have a lot of mean-
ing if one takes the time 
to look. There are silhou-
ettes of troops on the side, 
symbolizing the purpose 
behind the Disabled 
American Veterans 
vehicle – to transport 
veterans of the Armed 
Forces to appointments at 
Veterans Administration 
facilities in Erie, Warren, 
Pittsburgh or wherever 
necessary.

Judy LeRoy heads up a 
fleet of volunteer drivers 
for the DAV van, a fleet 
that is in need of a few 
more men and women.

“In April, four of us 
were down” with health 
issues, said LeRoy, who is 
not just the coordinator, 
but is also a driver — the 
only woman driver in the 
fleet at the moment. “One 
driver stepped up and 
drove over 1,000 miles 
that month.”

That certainly isn’t the 
norm, she explained. It’s 
totally voluntary, and a 
person can take as few 
or as many trips as they 
desire.

“If they volunteer for 
a certain time and some-
thing comes up for them, 

we can change it. If they 
can’t do a run, we call 
around and find someone 
else who can.”

How the system works 
is a veteran contacts 
either them at 814-460-
2327 or Zach Pearson 
at the McKean County 
Department of Veterans 
Services in Smethport, 
and goes through a pro-
cess for signing up for a 
ride to an appointment.

LeRoy keeps a spread-
sheet with dates, times, 
veterans, appointments, 
drivers — “Thank God 
for Excel,” she said with 
a laugh. “I plug them 
into the system and get in 
touch with a driver, usu-
ally by text or by phone. 
There’s no push — it’s a 

volunteer thing, and peo-
ple can say yes or no.”

Two days before the 
appointment, the driver 
will contact the veteran 
to work out details of 
picking them up and so 
forth. There is no cost to 
the volunteer; gas and 
vehicle maintenance is 
covered by the Veterans 
Administration. And on 
longer trips, like Erie or 
Pittsburgh, the driver will 
receive a food voucher for 
use at the VA facility on 
the trip.

There is a process the 
volunteers go through, 
which involves a criminal 
record check, a physi-
cal exam and a check of 
the volunteer’s driving 
record. “It usually takes a 

couple of months,” LeRoy 
said, but added the cost is 
borne by the VA, and not 
by the volunteer.

LeRoy is now coordi-
nating the Smethport fleet 
as well, where there are 
three drivers. She’s hop-
ing for more volunteers 
for both fleets.

“The drivers, it’s good 
for them to have a listen-
ing ear. They need to have 
a compassionate heart,” 
she said. “These vets, they 
don’t want to talk about 
war stories. They love to 
talk about cars, fishing, 
hunting — it’s always an 
education, for us and for 
them.”

And as for the 

DAV looking for a few good men and women
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A barred owl roots quietly in a tree in the West Washington Street area. The 
owls are known for a distinct call that sounds like “who cooks for you?”
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It’s nearly time to 
make the donuts.

Dunkin’ Donuts opens 
to the public at 9 a.m. on 
Monday, with a ribbon 
cutting set for 8 a.m.

A closed-to-the-pub-
lic “friends and family” 
event is slated for today, 
by invitation only.

Monday morning, the 
coffee will be hot and the 
donuts will be fresh.

“The first car served 
in the drive thru will be 
a City of Bradford Police 

car,” explained Mayor 
Tom Riel, adding that the 
first cup of coffee sold 
will be to him, for his 
work in getting the blight-
ed Terminal building pur-
chased, demolished and 
the lot developed.

Manish Patel, CEO of 
Bapa Network LLC — 
Dunkin Donuts, said, “We 
hired about 30 employ-
ees — full time and part 
time.”

Patel said a Baskin 
Robbins is “in the works. 
We are looking to open it 
possibly this year.”

Dunkin’ to 
open Monday

By KATE DAY SAGER
kdsager@bradfordera.com

As a child, Alice 
Vecellio loved to play gui-
tar and sing with her sis-
ters every chance she got.

Now, just days away 
from her 95th birthday, 
Vecellio can be found at 
least twice a week singing 
with bands that perform 
at the Bradford Senior 
Activity Center.

Born June 29, 1924, in 
Bradford, to Clifford Sr. 
and Nora Shine, she was 
one of eight children, all 
of whom have passed 
away. She married the late 
Bob Hotelling Sr. and they 
raised four children, Bob 

Hotelling Jr., Kerry Cook, 
Nancy Williams and 
Brenda Weaver. She also 
has seven grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchil-
dren.

“She did work at Zippo 
(Manufacturing Co.) and 
Speer (Electronics) for 
short periods of time,” 
said Weaver regarding 
her mother. “But she was 
mostly a housewife — my 
dad worked at Dresser’s 
and she stayed home and 
took care of the family.”

Weaver said her father 
died approximately 30 
years ago, and her mother 
remarried Leno Vecellio, 
who died several years 
ago.

Weaver said one of her 
mother’s passions in life 
has been singing, which 

she has done for years.
“Ever since I’ve been 

a little girl, she’s played 

guitar with her sisters and 

Vecellio makes “the 
best of what’s left” 
by singing to others
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Alice Vecellio, who turns 95 on June 29, sings with Sunshine Boys band mem-
bers Larry Combs, from left, Linda Clute and Larry Shine this week at the 
Bradford Senior Activity Center on Campus Drive.
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